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PREFACE. 


The  Annual  Report  for  1939,  although  issued  in  an  abridged  form, 
contains  the  main  facts  about  the  health  of  the  City  and  its  various 
health  services,  including  the  administrative  changes  occasioned  by 
the  war.  As  the  Report  is  later  than  usual  in  appearing,  I have 
introduced  some  matters  relating  to  1940.  The  following  paragraphs 
direct  attention  to  some  of  the  more  important  items. 

Population. — The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  as 
at  the  middle  of  the  year  was  1,128,473  persons,  a small  increase  over 
that  of  1938.  The  evacuation  and  subsequent  return  of  large  numbers 
of  mothers  and  children  that  took  place  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  are  familiar  events  ; there  now  remain  in  outside  areas  9,431  school 
children  known  to  the  Education  Department.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  has  been  a large  but  unknown  addition  to  the  population  caused 
by  the  influx  of  people  to  the  City,  so  that  the  present  day  population 
is  a matter  of  conjecture. 

The  number  of  houses  for  which  linings  were  granted  by  the  Dean 
of  Guild  Court  for  the  year  to  31st  x\ugust  was  6,202,  the  highest  figure 
since  1928,  but  housing  progress  ceased  soon  thereafter.  Housing 
difficulties  have  led  to  further  increases  in  “ service  flats  ” and  sublet 
houses,  along  with  an  increased  incidence  of  overcrowding  in  dwelling 
houses  and  a greater  demand  on  model  lodging  houses. 

Vital  Statistics. — -The  birth  rate,  19-2  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
though  high  in  comparison  with  many  other  cities,  was  the  lowest  on 
record,  as  was  also  the  genera]  death  rate,  13-3  per  thousand.  There 
were  fewer  deaths  due  to  respiratory  and  infectious  diseases.  Acute 
pneumonia,  the  most  common  and  most  serious  of  the  diseases  of 
respiration,  caused  867  deaths  as  compared  with  1,158  in  1938  and 
1,543  in  1937.  Prior  to  that  year  the  City’s  usual  yearly  average  was 
in  the  region  of  2,000  deaths,  so  that  the  figure  for  1939  shows  an 
almost  40  per  cent,  reduction  in  the  average  death  rate  from  pneumonia 
as  compared  with  the  rate  to  which  the  City  was  formerly  accustomed. 
There  were  low  death  rates  from  measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  dysentery, 
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but  the  rates  for  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  were  higher  than 
those  for  the  preceding  year.  Taking  the  infectious  diseases  as  a whole, 
the  incidence  was  unusually  low  for  the  City,  30,065  reported  cases 
as  compared  with  44,682  for  the  previous  year. 


Acute  pneumonia  and  acute  bronchitis  are  highly  fatal  diseases 
when  they  attack  old  people  and  the  very  young.  Consequently,  the 
lower  incidence  and  mortality  from  these  diseases  largely  contributed 
to  the  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  to  80  deaths  per  thousand  births. 
The  rate  was  87  in  1938  and  104  in  1937  ; its  usual  range  is  between 
90  and  100  per  thousand  births.  Whether  this  record  low  rate  for  the 
City  can  be  maintained  or  improved  upon  will  depend  on  the  incidence 
of  the  respiratory  and  infectious  diseases  from  year  to  year.  Deaths 
due  to  puerperal  infection  numbered  30,  as  compared  with  50  in  1938, 
and  are  the  fewest  yet  recorded  from  this  cause. 

The  death  rate  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  has  changed  little 
over  the  past  few  years  ; in  1939  the  rate  was  0-86  per  thousand  of 
the  population.  Notifications  of  new  cases  fell  from  1,742  in  1938  to 
1,574  in  1939.  In  contrast,  the  incidence  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
has  been  steadily  declining  for  many  years  ; 561  cases  were  notified 
as  compared  with  700  in  1938  ; the  present  day  incidence  is  less  than 
half  what  it  was  fifteen  years  ago,  a fall  that  can  only  be  described  as 
remarkably  satisfactory. 

In  1939,  the  City  was  healthier  than  it  had  ever  been  before.  The 
year  was  characterised  by  new  low  levels  in  respect  of  the  general  death 
rate,  acute  pneumonia,  the  infectious  diseases,  and  the  infant  mortality 
rate.  But  the  good  conditions  of  1939  were  not  continued  into  1940. 


Conditions  in  1940. — Continuing  the  story  into  the  year  1940,  there 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  (January  to  March)  an  outbreak  of  influenza 
concurrently  with  a long  spell  of  unusually  cold  and  sometimes  foggy 
weather  ; these  factors  gave  rise  to  a relatively  high  incidence  of  pneu- 
monia. The  death  rate  began  to  rise  during  the  second  week  of  January  ; 
by  the  week  ending  27th  January  it  had  risen  to  41T  per  thousand  of 
the  population  ; for  the  week  ending  3rd  March  it  was  35-0,  after  which 
it  fell  quickly,  but  the  effect  of  these  influences  was  felt  up  to  the  end  of 
March.  Acute  pneumonia  and  acute  bronchitis  were  most  severe  in 
young  children  under  five  and  in  elderly  persons  over  sixty  years  of  age. 
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Apart  from  this  experience,  there  occurred  in  Glasgow  and  the  West 
of  Scotland  a large  and  unusual  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever, 
commencing  in  March  after  the  cold  spell  had  subsided.  This  outbreak 
involved  274  cases  in  the  City,  was  mild  in  character  with  only  three 
deaths,  and  was  quickly  over.  Cerebrospinal  fever  was  more  than 
usually  common  throughout  the  country,  and  Glasgow  had  its  share  of 
this  experience.  For  the  first  time  for  many  years  measles  was  prevalent 
in  summer  instead  of  in  winter.  The  outbreak  expected  in  November, 
1939,  did  not  arrive  till  April,  1940  ; it  continued  high  throughout  the 
summer,  and  tapered  off  in  August.  A summer  epidemic  of  measles 
is  a much  less  serious  event  than  a winter  epidemic,  because  young 
children  who  contract  measles  are  much  less  exposed  to  the  danger 
of  acute  pneumonia.  In  the  later  part  of  the  year,  diphtheria  reached 
its  highest  known  prevalence  in  common  with  some  other  parts  of  the 
country.  In  October  and  November  admissions  to  hospital  reached 
150  per  week. 

Two  conclusions  about  the  City's  health  in  1940  may  be  reached. 
(1)  The  experiences  above  described  cannot  be  related  directly  to 
conditions  arising  out  of  the  national  emergency,  as  they  would,  no 
doubt,  have  occurred  in  any  case.  (2)  Apart  from  the  influenza 
outbreak  early  in  the  year  and  the  high  prevalence  of  pneumonia  during 
the  cold  spell,  the  health  of  the  City  was  almost  as  favourable  as  it  had 
been  in  1939  except  as  regards  diphtheria. 


The  Hospital  Position. — The  emergency  hospital  scheme  of  the 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  which  included  voluntary  and 
municipal  hospitals,  came  into  operation  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
The  rapid  measures  that  had  to  be  taken  to  provide  reserve  accom- 
modation for  casualties,  on  the  scale  thought  to  be  necessary,  influenced 
materially  the  normal  work  of  the  hospitals,  especially  the  general 
hospitals  (Stobhill  and  Southern  General)  and  the  tuberculosis  hospitals 
(Robroyston  and  Meamskirk).  Knightswood  Fever  Hospital  and 
Gartloch  Mental  Hospital  were  also  included  in  the  Emergency  Hospital 
Scheme.  The  reserve  accommodation  was  built  up  by  taking  the 
maximum  number  of  beds  that  each  hospital  could  possibly  contain 
in  an  acute  emergency  by  crowding  of  wards,  by  transferring  patients 
to  other  institutions,  and  by  sending  certain  patients  home.  Thus, 
the  patients  in  Knightswood  Fever  Hospital  were  transferred  to  the 
other  fever  hospitals,  200  children  were  sent  from  Mearnskirk  to  St. 
Andrew’s  Hospital,  Millport,  patients  from  the  general  hospitals  were 
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transferred  to  Barnhill  Institution  and  Crookston  Home,  while  Gartloch 
Mental  Hospital  was  completely  evacuated  to  other  mental  hospitals. 
In  these  ways,  about  4,000  beds  were  earmarked  for  use  in  emergency. 

The  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  further  provided  for  hutted  annexes 
at  various  hospitals.  These  have  been  erected  by  the  Government 
at  Robroyston  Hospital  (504  beds),  Mearnskirk  Hospital  (630  beds), 
Gartloch  Hospital  (462  beds),  bringing  its  accommodation  up  to  1,200 
in  all.  Later,  at  Lennox  Castle  Institution  huts  were  built  for  the 
inmates,  thus  liberating  800  beds  for  emergency  purposes.  This  total 
of  some  3,000  beds  is  additional  to  the  beds  estimated  as  above.  While 
it  is  necessary  to  maintain  a large  number  of  hospital  beds  empty  but 
equipped  and  staffed  in  readiness  for  emergencies,  the  ordinary  needs 
of  the  civilian  population  as  well  as  service  patients  had  to  be  met  by 
encroaching  on  the  casualty  reserve,  especially  during  the  winter,  for 
general  hospital  cases,  infectious  diseases  and  tuberculosis.  For  instance, 
the  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  general  hospitals  of  the 
Corporation  during  1938  was  28,192.  In  1939  the  figure  was  26,721, 
or  only  about  5 per  cent,  fewer.  Similarly,  the  loss  of  beds  for 
tuberculosis  occasioned  by  the  Emergency  Scheme  was  gradually  made 
up  by  various  adjustments  as  more  facilities  became  available.  The 
normal  number  of  tuberculosis  beds  is  about  1 ,600  ; at  the  end  of 
September  the  number  available  was  1,321  ; by  April,  1940,  the  number 
had  increased  to  1,566  beds. 

The  main  hospital  building  programme  of  the  Corporation  was 
interrupted,  but  authority  from  the  Government  was  obtained  to  proceed 
with  the  reconstruction  of  the  wards  of  the  central  block  at  the  Southern 
General  Hospital,  where  also  it  is  anticipated  that  the  erection  of  a 
new  maternity  block  for  50  patients  will  be  authorised.  The  completion 
of  150  new  beds  at  Woodilee  Mental  Hospital  was  also  approved. 
Various  other  measures,  involving  capital  expenditure,  that  were  in 
hand  or  projected  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  various  hospitals  were 
also  approved. 

The  administration  of  the  government  scheme  for  the  recruitment  and 
training  of  nursing  auxiliaries  was  undertaken  by  the  Department. 
The  Committee  on  Health  approved  of  a proposal  to  set  up  a 
departmental  committee  of  medical  superintendents  and  matrons  from 
the  municipal  and  voluntary  emergency  hospitals  to  administer  the 
scheme,  presided  over  by  Dr.  R.  J.  Peters.  Up  to  the  present  date, 
over  2,500  nursing  auxiliaries  have  completed  their  courses  of  training, 
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including  their  hospital  experience,  at  181  classes.  The  majority  have 
enrolled  for  part-time  service  in  the  hospitals  ; nearly  500  whole-time 
volunteers  have  been  allocated  to  various  emergency  hospitals  in  the 
Western  Region  ; others  are  awaiting  allocation.  Classes  for  recruits 
are  still  being  conducted. 

The  Clinical  Services. — The  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres,  the 
tuberculosis  clinics,  and  the  outdoor  medical  service  clinics,  apart  from 
some  dislocation  inevitable  in  September,  were  continued  without 
interruption  but  with  certain  modifications  occasioned  by  the  black-out. 
Patients  co-operated  in  making  easier  the  work  of  the  medical  staff 
responsible  for  home  visitation  in  the  evenings  and  during  the  night. 
The  building  of  new  joint  welfare  centres  and  clinics,  which  had  been 
projected  to  keep  pace  with  housing  growth,  was  interrupted,  but  those 
nearing  completion  at  Sandy  Road  (Partick),  Avenuepark  Street 
(Maryhill),  Crail  Street,  and  the  Broomielaw  V.D.  Clinic  were  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — -Two  important  changes  were  made 
in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme.  (1)  The  Corporation 
adopted  the  Government’s  extended  milk  scheme  for  mothers  and 
children,  which  enabled  free  or  cheap  milk  to  be  more  widely  issued 
with  the  aid  of  a subsidy  from  the  Milk  Marketing  Board.  The  scheme 
came  into  operation  on  15th  July,  and  the  milk  issues  soon  increased 
to  11,000  pints  a day.  These  arrangements  have  since  been  replaced 
by  a still  wider  scheme  financed  and  administered  by  the  Government, 
which  does  away  with  liquid  milk  issues  through  the  agency  of  the 
welfare  centres.  At  the  same  time,  the  Health  Committee  authorised 
the  continuance  of  special  kinds  of  dried  milk  where  required  by  infants 
on  nutritional  grounds.  (2)  The  onset  of  war  made  it  impossible,  for 
several  reasons,  to  introduce  a complete  scheme  under  the  Maternity 
Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937.  Consequently,  it  was  decided  to  use 
the  powers  contained  in  other  statutes  to  appoint  whole-time  midwives 
to'feplace  practising  midwives  who  surrendered  their  certificates  under 
the  1937  Act.  Trained  nurse  midwives  to  the  number  of  28  have  been 
appointed  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a whole  time  midwife  service  in  the 
City. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. — The  first  aid  casualty  service  comprises  45 
first  aid  posts  (of  which  26  are  also  gas  cleansing  stations),  29  first  aid 
party  depots  with  their  complement  of  stretcher  bearers,  ambulances 
and  motor  cars  for  sitting  cases,  or  a fleet  of  over  350  vehicles  of  various 
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kinds.  Seven  mobile  first  aid  posts  are  attached  to  municipal  and 
voluntary  hospitals.  The  preliminary  arrangements,  selection  of 
premises,  their  adaptation  and  equipment,  and  the  training  of  personnel 
were  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Gunn.  The  energies  of  the  whole 
central  medical,  clerical  and  technical  staff,  the  sanitary  inspectors, 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses,  have  been  devoted  to  the  organisation 
of  these  new  services  ; indeed,  these  constituted  the  first  nucleus  of 
trained  staff  at  the  aid  posts,  where  they  continue  to  undertake  responsible 
duties. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  in  detail  the  evolution  of  the  casualty 
services  generally  or  to  mention  the  additional  duties  undertaken  by 
practically  every  member  of  the  staff,  both  centrally  and  in  the  hospitals. 
The  biggest  share  in  organising  the  A.R.P.  service  and  in  the  recruitment 
and  training  of  the  large  number  of  personnel  required  fell  to  Dr.  James 
Dunlop,  who  was  appointed  A.R.P.  Medical  Officer,  and  to  Mr.  James 
Gardner,  the  Ambulance  Officer,  who  was  loaned  by  the  Transport 
Department. 

A large  whole-time  staff,  along  with  a much  larger  unpaid  voluntary 
staff,  has  been  recruited  to  the  A.R.P.  casualty  services.  I think  it 
right  to  pay  a very  warm  tribute  to  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  displayed 
by  the  staff  in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  service.  I am  specially 
grateful  to  the  many  volunteers  who  have  enrolled  for  the  various 
branches  of  casualty  work  as  members  of  first  aid  posts,  as  stretcher 
bearers,  as  drivers  of  ambulances  and  accessory  vehicles,  and  to  those 
who  have  made  their  own  motor  cars  available  in  emergency.  In 
addition,  many  members  of  the  service  have  given  freely  both  time  and 
energy  to  work  of  an  organising  kind,  particularly  in  promoting  social 
and  welfare  activities  at  the  various  centres. 

f 

I desire  again  to  acknowledge  the  work  of  Mr.  William  M'Kean, 
Assistant  Secretary,  in  the  preparation  of  the  Report,  and  of  Mr.  J. 
Ritchie  as  regards  statistics.  Certain  of  the  larger  statistical  tables, 
although  omitted  from  the  Report,  have  been  prepared  and  will  be 
retained  for  publication  at  a later  date. 


A.  S.  M.  MACGREGOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1939 

PART  I 

SECTION  I. 


POPULATION  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  City,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
at  the  middle  of  1939,  was  1,128,473.  This  is  an  increase  of  only  648 
on  the  estimate  for  the  preceding  year. 

Ward  Populations. — The  estimated  ward  populations  are  given  in 
Appendix  Table  I.  The  ward  with  the  largest  population  is  still  Ruchill 
with  53,032,  followed  by  Shettleston  and  Tollcross  with  49,239.  Changes 
since  last  year  have  not  been  large,  the  highest  increase  being  in  Yoker 
and  Knightswood,  1,594,  where  the  greatest  increase  in  the  number  of 
occupied  houses  has  occurred,  namely,  791. 

Institutional  Population. — The  ward  distribution  of  institutional 
population  is  also  made  in  Appendix  Table  I.  The  total  number 
resident  in  hospitals,  hotels,  common  lodging  houses,  etc.,  was  32,065, 
or  484  less  than  a year  ago.  There  were  fewer  residents  in  hotels  compared 
with  the  Empire  Exhibition  year. 

Acreage  and  Density. — The  area  of  the  City  remains  the  same  at 
39,725  acres  and  the  density  is  unaltered  at  28  per  acre. 

Inhabited  and  Empty  Houses. — The  number  of  occupied  houses  as 
at  Whitsunday,  1939,  was  283,011.  This  is  an  increase  of  2,450  on 
the  number  for  the  preceding  year.  The  wards  with  the  largest  increases 
are  Pollokshields,  395;  Pollokshaws,  330;  and  Springburn,  241. 
Special  note  is  taken  of  the  increase  in  occupied  houses  of  one  apartment. 
Gorbals,  for  instance,  with  1 ,833  one-apartment  houses,  shows  an 
increase  of  138,  despite  the  fact  that  closing  operations  have  a tendency 
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to  reduce  this  type  of  undesirable  house.  The  increase  is  an  indication 
of  the  breaking  up  of  large-size  houses  into  single  apartments,  which 
are  then  let  as  so-called  service  flats.  Other  increases  of  this  nature 
are  51  in  Park  ; 42  in  North  Kelvin  ; 39  in  both  Dennistoun  and 
Kelvinside  ; and  30  in  Camphill.  A great  deal  of  consideration  has 
been  given  to  this  movement.  Its  control  is  extremely  difficult.  The 
remedy  is  new  houses  for  those  who  are  compelled  by  shortage  of 
houses  to  occupy  such  dwellings. 

Empty  houses  number  764,  an  increase  of  19  on  the  total  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  largest  increase  was  38  in  Kelvinside  Ward.  The 
undernoted  statement  shows  the  number  of  unoccupied  houses 
classified  according  to  the  number  of  apartments,  compared  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year.  The  total  of  764  compares 
with  the  recent  high  number  of  4,427  in  1934  during  the  trade  depression 


18,710  in  1913  when  the  City  was 

smaller. 

1938. 

1939. 

One  Apartment 

156 

225 

Two  Apartments 

95 

96 

Three  Apartments 

118 

91 

Four  Apartments 

80 

84 

Five  Apartments 

296 

268 

745 

764 

Dean  of  Guild  Linings. — As  this  statement  is  supplied  for  the  year 
to  31st  August,  the  figures  are  not  affected  by  the  war.  The  total 
number  of  Linings  granted  was  6,202,  compared  with  5,859,  and  is 
the  highest  number  in  any  one  year  since  1928,  as  shown  in  Table  II 
in  the  Appendix.  All  but  719  were  for  three  and  four-apartment 
houses— 2,159  of  the  former  and  3,324  of  the  latter. 

Meteorology.- — The  weather  conditions  during  1939  were  favourable, 
with  a relatively  cool  summer  and  no  continued  spells  of  cold  weather 
during  the  winter  months  although  during  the  spring  there  were  periods 
of  cold  east  winds.  In  the  autumn  there  was  a spell  of  cold,  clear, 
sunny  weather  from  about  the  middle  of  August  until  October.  Wintry 
weather,  which  set  in  about  the  middle  of  December,  was  the  prelude 
to  a spell,  during  the  early  months  of  1940,  of  the  coldest  weather  ever 
experienced. 

The  average  temperature  of  1939  was  47-6°,  compared  with  48-1° 
in  1938,  the  highest  temperature,  88°,  being  recorded  in  June  and  the 
lowest,  18°,  in  January.  There  were  212  days  on  which  rainfall  was 
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recorded,  compared  with  242  for  the  preceding  year,  and  the  total 
precipitation  amounted  to  38-41  inches  against  49-76  in  1938  which  was 
one  of  the  wettest  years  on  record.  The  amount  of  rainfall  was  therefore 
well  below  the  average  and  this  was  largely  due  to  a summer  and 
autumn  which  were  relatively  very  dry,  except  in  July  when  4-38  inches 
were  recorded.  The  wettest  month  was  November,  7-41,  followed  by 
February  with  5-01  inches.  The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine 
1,177,  compared  with  1,174  in  1938,  is  above  the  average  of  the  last 
decennium.  Over  250  of  the  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded  in  June 
alone. 

Health  Lectures. — Because  of  the  black-out  the  Committee  on  Health 
Lectures  decided  to  suspend  this  form  of  propaganda.  Numerous 
talks  and  lectures  were  given  to  Trade  Union  Societies,  Social 
Organisations,  Guilds,  etc.,  throughout  the  year. 

Blind  Persons  Acts. — The  work  of  the  Regional  Clinic,  although 
interrupted  to  a certain  extent  by  the  war,  was  continued  on  the  usual 
lines  and  during  the  year  663  persons  were  examined  for  the  first  time, 
of  whom  539  were  examined  at  the  Clinic  and  124  at  home.  In 
addition,  141  applicants  were  re-examined,  making  the  total  for  the 
year  804.  Of  the  663  candidates  examined,  401  or  60-5  per  cent,  were 
certified  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Of  the  total  applicants 
examined  356  or  53-7  per  cent,  were  resident  in  Glasgow,  compared  with 
50-7  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  year. 

Legislation. — Because  of  the  duties  to  be  undertaken  by  local 
authorities  in  connection  with  the  war,  many  Regulations,  Circulars 
and  Instructions  in  connection  with  the  Emergency  Medical  Service 
and  Air  Raid  Precautions  were  received.  Among  the  more  important 
legislation  passed  was  the  Cancer  Act,  1939,  while  among  the  Circulars 
and  Orders  were  the  following  : — 

The  Provision  of  Milk  at  Reduced  Prices  for  Mothers  and  Children  ; 
and 

The  Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food)  (Amendment)  Regulation. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  City  have  always  been  shown  in  detail 
in  the  Appendix  tables.  Most  of  the  important  details  have  been 
retained  in  the  limited  number  of  tables  published  this  year.  For 
convenience,  the  principal  vital  statistics  are  given  in  the  following 
summary  which  compares  the  respective  numbers  and  rates  for  1939 
with  those  for  the  two  preceding  yearSi 
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SUMMARY. 


1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Population  ... 

1,119,863 

1,127,825 

1,128,473 

Acreage 

30,046 

39,725 

39,725 

Persons  per  acre 

37 

28 

28 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

277,726 

280,561 

283,011 

Deaths— Number  registered 

18,007 

16,411 

16,382 

„ After  correction  for  Transfers  ... 

16,379 

15,016 

15,010 

Births — Number  registered 

23,268 

23,193 

22,655 

„ After  correction  ... 

22,176 

21,979 

21,682 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living — 
All  causes 

14-63 

13-31 

13-30 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  living 

19-80 

19-49 

19-21 

Deaths  under  One  Year — After  correction 

2,313 

1,919 

1,737 

„ „ „ Per  1,000  births 

104 

87 

80 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered,  corrected  for  outward 
transfers  and  including  those  transferred  inwards,  was  21,682  in  1939, 
compared  with  21,979  in  1938  and  22,176  in  1937.  The  birth  rate  is 
therefore  19-21  which  is  the  lowest  on  record  and  compares  with  19-49 
in  1938  and  19-80  in  1937.  Of  the  total  births  1,247  were  registered 
as  illegitimate,  a number  which  is  equivalent  to  5-8  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births.  The  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  5-7. 

There  were  13,214  marriages  in  1939,  compared  with  10,933  in 
1938.  These  numbers  represent  rates  of  11-7  and  9-7  per  thousand  of 
the  population  respectively. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  16,382  and 
after  correction  for  outward  and  inward  transfers  the  net  figure  becomes 
15,010,  which  compares  with  15,016  in  1938  and  16,379  in  1937.  The 
rate  per  thousand  persons  for  1939  was  13-30,  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  death  rates,  as  well  as  the  birth  rates,  for  each  Municipal  Ward 
are  given  in  Appendix  Table  IV.  The  highest  ward  death  rate  was 
22-0  in  Exchange,  followed  by  20-5  in  Blythswood.  These  were  the 
only  two  wards  with  rates  in  excess  of  20.  The  lowest  rate  was  9-8  in 
Yoker  and  Knightswood,  followed  by  10-1  in  Fairfield  and  10-8  in 
Cowlairs  and  Ruchill  Wards. 

Glasgow. — All  Causes. — Death  Rate  per  1,000  Living. 


1881-1890  ... 

24-22 

1926-1930  ... 

15-04 

1891-1900  ... 

21-53 

1931-1935  ... 

13-88 

1901-1910  ... 

19-56 

1936 

14-65 

1911-1920  ... 

16-36 

, 1937 

14-63 

1921-1925  ... 

15-49 

1938 

13-31 

1939 

...  13-30 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


The  principal  causes  of  death 

are  summarised 

in  the 

following 

table  : — 

Summary  of  Death  Rates  per 

Million  from  Principal 

Causes. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

General  Diseases — 

(a)  Infectious  ... 

816 

777 

614 

(b)  Tuberculous — 

(1)  Phthisis 

853 

851 

861 

(2)  Others 

211 

242 

225 

(c)  Malignant  (cancer,  &c.) 

1,393 

1,487 

1,427 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

1,173 

1,158 

1,232 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

3,745 

3,528 

3,707 

Diseases  of  respiration  ... 

1,973 

1,464 

1,245 

Congenital  defects  and  malformations 

(including  premature  birth)  ... 

840 

718 

718 

Violence 

535 

566 

683 

All  other  causes  ... 

3,087 

2,523 

2,589 

All  causes  ... 

14,626 

13,314 

13,301 

This  statement  shows  the  principal  group  causes  of  deaths  as  rates 
per  million  of  the  population,  based  on  the  short  International 
Classification  of  Deaths  as  given  in  Appendix  Table  V.  The  low  record 
death  rate  for  the  City  was  due  largely  to  the  lower  mortality  from 
infectious  and  respiratory  diseases.  The  lesser  death  rate  from 
infectious  diseases  was  caused  by  the  very  low  death  rate  from  measles 
— only  2 per  million  of  the  population,  against  228  in  1938.  There 
was  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  whooping-cough,  which  was 
133  against  78  for  the  preceding  year,  and  the  mortality  from  diphtheria 
was  also  higher,  the  rate  being  144  against  117.  Included  in  this  group 
is  the  death  rate  from  diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  two  years,  and  this 
amounted  to  287  or  nearly  half  the  rate  for  this  group. 

Mortality  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  has  varied  little  during  the 
past  four  or  five  years,  the  rate  for  the  year  1939,  i.e.,  861,  being  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  two  preceding  years.  The 
mortality  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  varies  considerably  from 
year  to  year,  largely  because  of  the  increase  or  decrease  of  tubercular 
meningitis. 
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Cancer,  because  of  its  many  differentiations  of  site  of  lesion  and 
sex,  is  referred  to  in  more  detail  below.  The  upward  tendency  of  the 
death  rate  has  been  somewhat  retarded  in  recent  years,  the  mortality 
this  year  being  1,427,  against  1,487  in  1938  which,  however,  was  the 
highest  recorded  previously. 


The  death  rate  from  diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  which  is  dominated 
by  the  mortaility  from  cerebral  haemorrhage,  was  1,232,  against  1,158 
for  the  preceding  year.  The  rate  for  cerebral  haemorrhage  alone,  924, 
compares  with  814  in  1938. 


The  outstanding  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  for  1939  was  again 
the  further  reduction  in  the  mortality  from  pneumonia;  indeed,  this 
reduction  in  respiratory  death  rate  has  been  largely  responsible  for  the 
record  low  infant  mortality  and  general  mortality.  The  death  rate 
per  million  for  all  respiratory  diseases  was  1 ,245,  compared  with  1 ,464 
in  1938,  and  an  average  of  around  2,000  for  recent  years.  The  death- 
rate  from  pneumonia  was  only  768  against  1,027  and  1,378  respectively 
in  1938  and  1937.  The  mortalities  from  bronchitis,  341,  and  other 
forms  of  respiratory  disease,  136,  were  slightly  higher. 

Mortality  from  congenital  defects,  etc.,  718,  was  the  same  as  for 
the  preceding  year  while  that  from  violent  causes  was  considerably 
higher,  683,  compared  with  566,  mainly  due  to  an  increase  in  street 
accidents. 

AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION. 

The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  deaths  is  given  in  Appendix  Table  VI. 
The  total  deaths  of  males  numbered  7,902  against  7,108  for  females, 
the  excess  of  male  deaths  being  evident  at  all  ages  except  between  15 
and  35  and  again  over  75  years. 


With  regard  to  sex  variations  of  causes  of  death,  female  deaths 
from  influenza,  129,  were  considerably  in  excess  of  males  with  76.  Female 
mortality  was  also  in  excess  for  rheumatic  fever,  49  against  22,  and 
diabetes,  103  against  55,  as  well  as  cancer. 

The  usual  detailed  analyses  of  deaths  from  cancer  are  here  summarised 
with  the  comparative  figures  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Year  1939.  Year  1938. 


Site  of  Lesion. 

Males. 

Females. 

Both 

Sexes. 

Males. 

Females. 

Both 

Sexes. 

Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx 

64 

10 

74 

64 

12 

76 

Digestive  Organs  and 
Peritoneum — • 

(a)  Oesophagus  ... 

44 

13 

57 

35 

16 

51 

(b)  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

201 

154 

355 

190 

161 

351 

(c)  Rectum 

84 

53 

137 

73 

36 

109 

(d)  Liver  and  Biliary 

Passages 

34 

37 

71 

47 

48 

95 

(e)  Pancreas 

29 

23 

52 

29 

26 

55 

(/)  Peritoneum 

2 

5 

7 

2 

3 

5 

(g)  Other  Digestive  Organs 

118 

137 

255 

124 

154 

278 

Respiratory  Organs 

90 

43 

133 

95 

40 

135 

Uterus 

— 

116 

116 

— 

118 

118 

Other  Female  Genital  Organs 

— 

35 

35 

— 

34 

34 

Breast 

— 

140 

140 

— 

149 

149 

Male  Genito-Urinary  Organs 

65 

— 

65 

73 

— 

73 

Skin  ... 

9 

6 

15 

11 

10 

21' 

Other  or  Unspecified  Organs 

45 

53 

98 

46 

81 

127 

Totals 

785 

825 

1,610 

789 

888 

1,677 

Deaths  occurring  in  the  City  and  transferred  to  other  authorities 
numbered  1,985  and  inward  transfers  613,  compared  with  the  respective 
figures  of  1,931  and  536  for  the  previous  year. 


The  deaths  occurring  in  hospitals,  nursing  homes  and  other 
institutions  compared  with  the  respective  figures  for  the  preceding  year 
were  as  follows  : — 


Local  Authority  General  Hospitals  and  Poorhouses 
Local  Authority  Fever  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria 
Local  Authority  Mental  Hospitals  ... 

Voluntary  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries 
Nursing  Homes,  etc. 

Totals  ...  ...  ... 


1939. 

1938. 

3,402 

3,514 

1,224 

1,662 

196 

221 

2,348 

2,296 

297 

281 

7,467 

7,974 

49-2 

53-1 

Percentage  of  all  deaths 
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SECTION  II. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1939  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  were  carried  on  in  a normal  peace-time  atmosphere.  By  July, 
however,  civil  defence  measures  under  the  A.R.P.  schemes  began  to 
affect  the.  activities  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

At  ten  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  first-aid  posts  were  established. 
It  was  possible  to  make  adjustments  to  enable  the  A.R.P.  services  and 
the  health  services  to  be  carried  on  in  the  same  building,  and,  although 
re-arrangement  of  the  clinic  facilities  had  to  be  made,  in  no  case  was 
there  any  curtailment  of  clinic  consultations.  These  services  have 
carried  on  without  interruption  since  the  outbreak  of  war  ; and,  except 
for  a decrease  owing  to  the  initial  evacuation  of  mothers  and  young 
children,  the  attendances  at  both  ante-natal  and  child  welfare  consulta- 
tions have  been  maintained  at  their  pre-war  level.  As,  however,  it  was 
considered  undesirable  to  have  large  numbers  of  persons  congregated 
in  public  buildings,  the  ordinary  social  activities,  such  as  mothers’ 
clubs  and  Keep  Fit  classes,  were  given  up.  The  black-out  was  another 
reason  which  made  such  meetings  impracticable. 

The  work  of  health  education  and  social  welfare  carried  on  by  the 
health  visitors  in  the  homes  of  the  people  was  to  a large  extent 
interrupted.  On  the  outbreak  of  war  a large  number  of  health  visitors 
were  immediately  mobilised  to  staff  the  first-aid  posts  and  the  routine 
work  of  home  visitation  for  a time  virtually  ceased,  but,  by  the 
appointment  of  trained  nurses  from  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve,  this 
diversion  of  staff  had  ceased  by  the  end  of  October.  About  this  time, 
however,  there  was  another  encroachment  on  the  normal  duties  of  the 
health  visitor.  A special  intensive  examination  and  supervision  of  all 
school  children  with  regard  to  skin  and  verminous  conditions  was 
instituted.  These  arrangements  necessitated  the  employment  of  a 
certain  number  of  health  visitors  to  assist  the  school  nurses  for  a period 
of  nearly  three  months.  This  particular  effort  to  reduce  the  number  of 
verminous  children  in  Glasgow  has  been  followed  up  by  continuous 
intensive  supervision  at  certain  of  the  schools  by  the  nurse-inspectresses. 


* 
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An  important  aspect  of  maternity  and  child  welfare  work  is  the 
part  these  services  play  in  maintaining  the  nutrition  of  mothers  and 
children.  This  is  especially  important  during  war  time  and  a large 
amount  of  propaganda  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Service  in  co-operation  with  the  Education  Authority  and 
the  Ministry  of  Food.  Two  aspects  of  this  work  are  worthy  of  note. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war,  owing  to  the  evacuation  of  school  children 
and  the  commandeering  of  school  premises  for  A.R.P.  purposes,  many 
teachers  of  domestic  science  had  no  means  of  continuing  their  normal 
work  and  it  was  felt  that  their  expert  services  could  be  used  in  other 
directions.  A scheme  of  demonstration  in  the  homes  of  the  people  was 
inaugurated  and  names  of  mothers  in  the  various  districts  willing  and 
anxious  to  have  such  demonstrations  were  supplied  by  the  health 
visitors.  The  response  of  the  mothers  was  very  good  indeed  and  within 
a few  months  over  six  hundred  homes  in  all  parts  of  the  City  of  varying 
social  grades  had  been  visited  by  the  teachers.  In  these  six  hundred 
homes  over  two  thousand  women  have  received  instruction,  the  practice 
being  for  the  mother  to  invite  her  neighbours  to  attend  the  demonstration. 
Such  practical  instruction,  given  in  her  own  home  with  the  use  of  her 
own  facilities,  is  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  mother  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  the  systematic  continuance  of  the  scheme. 

Again  in  co-operation  with  the  Education  Authority  cookery 
demonstrations  are  being  held  during  clinic  sessions  at  certain  of  the 
Child  Welfare  Centres  and  it  is  hoped  soon  that  such  demonstrations 
will  be  available  at  each  Centre  in  the  City.  Arrangements  are  being 
made  to  supplement  these  demonstrations  by  the  display  of  films  lent 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  To  this  end  and  for  the  exhibition  of  films 
dealing  with  various  health  matters  of  a general  educational  and 
propaganda  nature,  the  Health  Committee  has  approved  the  purchase 
of  two  film  projectors. 

Provision  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and,  Children. — For  many  years  the 
Corporation  has  had  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  tree  milk  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children.  A grant  for  milk  was  given 
only  after  medical  certification  and  a scale  of  necessity  was  applied  to 
each  case.  Supplies  of  dried  milk  foods  especially  suitable  for  the  feeding 
of  young  infants  were  also  available  and  grants  of  such  milks  were  made 
when  these  were  considered  necessary  on  medical  grounds.  The  new 
Government  scheme  for  the  supply  of  free  or  cheap  milk  now  replaces 
the  Corporation  scheme  for  the  supply  of  liquid  milk  from  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres.  The  dried  milk  available,  however,  under  the  national 
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scheme  is,  as  at  present  constituted,  no  more  than  a dried  milk  powder 
and  is  in  no  way  humanised.  It  contains  no  certified  quantities  of 
vitamin  U or  iron.  For  many  infants  where  breast  feeding  is  not 
possible,  the  best  substitute  is  some  form  of  dried  milk  food  and  at  the 
present  time  about  two-fifths  of  the  welfare  babies  in  this  country  are 
fed  on  such  specially  prepared  foods.  Health  authorities  are  apprehensive 
of  the  result  of  feeding  babies  on  national  dried  milk  and  for  this  reason 
the  Corporation  have  decided  to  continue  the  supply  of  special  dried 
milk  foods  through  the  clinics  to  those  infants  who  need  them,  and  who 
are  in  regular  attendance  at  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Maternity  Services. — In  August,  1939,  the  Corporation  submitted  to 
the  Department  of  Health  the  scheme  required  by  the  Maternity 
Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937.  For  various  reasons  it  has  been  found 
impracticable  to  proceed  with  this  scheme  and  an  extension  of  time 
for  the  preparation  and  submission  of  the  completed  scheme  has  been 
granted  by  the  Government.  There  has  been,  however,  a development 
and  extension  of  the  existing  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  under 
the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  and  the  Notification  of  Births 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915.  To  replace  those  midwives  who  have  surrendered 
their  certificates  under  the  1937  Act,  twenty-eight  municipal  midwives 
have  been  appointed.  In  addition  to  holding  the  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board,  all  these  midwives  are  State  registered  trained 
nurses.  Since  the  midwives  are  whole-time  employees  of  the  Corporation 
complete  supervision  of  their  work  is  possible  and  detailed  rules  with 
regard  to  the  standard  of  their  practice  have  been  drawn  up.  To 
strengthen  the  personnel  engaged  in  the  supervision  of  the  practising 
midwives  in  the  City,  a sister  of  long  experience  in  a large  maternity 
hospital  has  been  appointed  to  the  Child  Welfare  Nursing  staff. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  infant  mortality  for  the  year,  80  deajths  per  thousand  births, 
was  the  lowrest  recorded  for  the  City.  In  the  decade  1891-1900  the  rate 
was  149  ; in  the  decade  1901-1910  it  was  135  ; the  rates  for  the  past 


seven  years  are  as 

follows  : — 

1933 

96 

1936 

109 

1934 

98 

1937 

104 

1935 

98 

1938 

87 

1939 

80 

The  number  of  infant  deaths,  after  correction  for  transfers,  was 
1,737.  compared  with  1,919  in  1938  and  2,313  in  1937.  This  further 
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reduction  is  largely  due  to  a lower  mortality  from  respiratory  diseases, 
especially  pneumonia,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  summary  of  rates 
for  the  principal  causes  for  each  sex  since  1911. 


Rate  per  1,000  Births. 

Males — 


Causes  of  Death. 

1911-15 

1916-20 

1921-25 

1926-30 

1931-35 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

I. 

Immaturity  ... 

46 

46 

40 

43 

43 

46 

46 

42 

42 

II. 

Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory System 

30 

27 

30 

32 

30 

29 

28 

22 

17 

III. 

Diseases  of  Digestive 
System 

23 

18 

15 

15 

17 

24 

20 

17 

17 

IV. 

Diseases  of  Nervous 
System 



8 

7 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

V. 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

6 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

VI. 

Infectious  Diseases 

18 

11 

15 

14 

12 

9 

7 

7 

4 

VII. 

Suffocation  ... 

1 

VIII. 

All  other  causes 

12 

10 

9 

7 

7 

7 

8 

6 

4 

All  causes 

146 

123 

119 

119 

115 

121 

114 

99 

88 

Rate 

Females — 

Causes  of  Death.  1911-15 

per  1,000  Births. 

1916-20  1921-25  1926-30  1931-35 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

i. 

Immaturity... 

36 

36 

32 

33 

33 

36 

38 

31 

32 

ii. 

Diseases  of  Respira- 
tory System 

24 

21 

22 

24 

23 

25 

24 

20 

14 

hi. 

Diseases  of  Digestive 
System 

19 

14 

10 

11 

12 

17 

14 

10 

13 

IV. 

Diseases  of  Nervous 
System 

8 

6 

5 

4 

3 

5 

2 

3 

3 

V. 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

VI. 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

18 

11 

14 

12 

11 

7 

9 

6 

6 

VII. 

Suffocation 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

VIII. 

All  other  causes 

9 

9 

7 

6 

5 

5 

6 

4 

3 

All  causes 

119 

100 

93 

92 

88 

97 

94 

75 

72 

Ratio — -Males  to  100  Females 

123 

123 

128 

128 

131 

125 

121 

132 

122 

The  death  rates  for  each  sex  from  the  causes  included  under  immaturity 
are  not  much  altered  from  those  of  the  previous  year  but  as  a general 
comparison  over  a period  the  rates  are  somewhat  improved.  The 
reduction  in  mortality  from  respiratory  diseases  during  the  past  two 
years  has  been  very  marked,  the  rate  for  males  in  1939  being  17  and  for 
females  14,  compared  with  rates  of  28  and  24,  respectively  so  recently 
as  1937.  Death  rates  from  diseases  of  the  digestive  system  at  17  per 
thousand  births  was  the  same  for  males,  but  the  female  rate  of  13  was 
3 higher  than  the  preceding  year  which,  however,  had  an  exceptionally 
low  rate. 
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Mortality  rates  from  the  remaining  causes  are  slightly  more 
favourable,  especially  for  infectious  diseases  in  males,  for  which  the  death- 
rate  was  4 against  7 in  1938.  In  both  sexes  the  mortalities  from  infectious 
diseases  during  recent  years  have  been  considerably  below  those  of  the 
years  prior  to  1936,  when  the  average  was  12-14.  The  detailed  causes 
of  death  for  each  sex  and  age  are  given  in  Appendix  Table  VIII. 

In  Table  VII  in  the  Appendix  is  given  the  number  of  infant  deaths 
in  each  Municipal  Ward  with  the  respective  death  rates  per  thousand 
births  for  1939  in  comparison  with  the  two  preceding  years.  Apart  from 
the  two  highest  rates  of  141  and  140  respectively  in  Blythswood  and 
Exchange,  the  highest  rate  was  137  in  Whitevale,  followed  by  Cowcaddens 
with  110,  Calton  with  109  and  Gorbals  with  102.  All  the  other  wards 
had  rates  below  100.  The  lowest  ward  rates  were  32  in  Camphill,  38  in 
Ivelvinside,  41  in  Dennistoun  and  44  in  both  Cathcart  and  Fairfield. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

Nature  of  Attendance  at  Births. — The  proportion  of  births  medically 
attended  fell  from  48-6  per  cent,  in  1914  to  40-1  in  1925.  Since  then 
it  has  increased,  and  in  1939  the  proportion  was  54-6. 

Still-Births. — The  number  of  still-births  known  to  occur  in  Glasgow 
usually  averages  about  4 per  cent,  of  the  total  births.  During  1939 
there  were  961  still-births,  equal  to  a rate  of  4-2  per  cent.  Of  the 
medically  attended  births,  there  were  186  still-births  among  home  cases, 
representing  a rate  of  4-1  and  522  in  institutions,  equal  to  a rate  of  7-0. 
Together,  the  rate  indicated  is  5-8.  Among  non-medically  attended 
births  there  were  253  which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of  2-5. 

Registration  of  Still-Births. — The  Registration  of  Still-Births  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1938,  brought  still-births  within  the  provisions  of  Section  15 
of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  Registrars  now  include 
these  births  in  their  returns  to  the  Department  as  from  the  beginning 
of  1940. 


CHILD  WELFARE  SCHEME. 

The  existing  Welfare  Centres  have  carried  on,  after  certain 
interruptions  and  modifications  in  the  later  part  of  1939.  Authority 
was  obtained  to  complete  the  new  Centre  at  Sandy  Road  and  the 
extension  at  Avenuepark  Street.  The  Clinic  at  20  Cochrane  Street 
was  transferred  to  112  Ingram  Street. 
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The  number  of  weekly  sessions  at  the  fourteen  centres  is  now  92, 
compared  with  87  previously.  There  are  now  29  ante-natal  clinics, 
58  for  child  welfare  and  5 for  ultra-violet  ray  treatment.  In  addition 
to  these,  clinics  continued  to  be  conducted  at  Elder  Park  Welfare  Centre 
and  at  the  Royal  Maternity  Hospital.  The  time-table  of  clinics  is  given 
below  : — 


LIST  OF  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 


9 a.m. 

LIonday,  15  Glenbarr  Street,  Provan. 

106  Orr  Street. 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston. 

26  Florence  Street  (—1  year). 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan 
(Ante-natal). 

20  Arklet  Road,  Elder  Park  (Ante- 
natal) . 

33  Richard  Street  (Ante-natal). 

1 Burgh  Hall  Street,  Partick 
(—1  year). 


Tuesday,  33  Richard  Street  (1-5  years). 

194  Fernbank  Street,  Springburn. 
60  Avenuepark  Street  (Ante-natal). 
150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston. 

15  Glenbarr  Street,  Provan. 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan. 

106  Orr  Street. 

26  Florence  Street. 

614  Dobbie’s  Loan. 


Wednesday,  33  Richard  Street  (—1  year). 

60  Avenuepark  Street. 

614  Dobbie’s  Loan. 

18  Plean  Street,  Blawarthill 
(1-5  years). 

106  Orr  Street  (Ante-natal). 

26  Florence  Street  (1-5  years). 

132  Weir  Street. 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan 
(Ultra-Violet  Ray). 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston. 
15  Glenbarr  Street,  Provan. 


1.30  p.m. 

15  Glenbarr  Street,  Provan  (Ante-natal). 
33  Richard  Street 

1 Burgh  Hall  Street,  Partick  (Ante-natal)- 
60  Avenuepark  Street. 

106  Orr  Street. 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston  (Ante- 
natal) . 

26  Florence  Street  (—1  year). 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan  (Ultra- 
Violet  Ray). 

614  Dobbie’s  Loan  (Ante-natal). 

194  Fernbank  Street,  Springburn. 

15  Glenbarr  Street  (Ultra-Violet  Ray). 

33  Richard  Street  (Ante-natal). 

1 Burgh  Hall  Street,  Partick  (—1  year). 
614  Dobbie’s  Loan  (Ante-natal) 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan. 

106  Orr  Street. 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston. 

26  Florence  Street  (Ante-natal). 

20  Arklet  Road,  Elder  Park  (Ante-natal) 
194  Fernbank  Street,  Springburn. 

26  Florence  Street. 

18  Plean  Street,  Blawarthill  (Ante-natal) 
194  Fernbank  Street,  Springburn  (Ante- 
natal) . 

106  Orr  Street. 

26  Florence  Street  (Ante-natal). 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan. 

132  Weir  Street. 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston. 
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9 a.m. 

Thursday,  614  Dobbie’s  Loan. 

106  Orr  Street  (Ante-natal). 

15  Glenbarr  Street  (Ante-natal). 
26  Florence  Street  (1-5  years). 

132  Weir  Street. 

33  Richard  Street  (—  1 year). 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan 
(Ante-natal). 

194  Fernbank  Street,  Springburn. 
112  Ingram  Street. 

1 Burgh  Hall  Street,  Partick 
(Ante-natal). 


1.30  p.m. 

1 Burgh  Hall  Street,  Partick  (1-5  years 
60  Avenuepark  Street  (Ante-natal). 

614  Dobbie's  Loan. 

106  Orr  Street. 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston  (Anti 
natal) . 

26  Florence  Street  (—1  year). 

132  Weir  Street. 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan  (Antt 
natal) . 

26  Florence  Street  (Ante-natal). 

15  Glenbarr  Street  (Ultra-Violet  Ray). 


614  Dobbie’s  Loan. 

106  Orr  Street. 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan  (Ultr, 
Violet  Ray). 

20  Arklet  Road,  Elder  Park. 

26  Florence  Street  (Ante-natal). 

15  Glenbarr  Street,  Provan. 


Elderpark  Infant  Consultations — Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  at  1.30  p.m. 

Maternity  Hospital  Ante-Natal  Clinics — Daily,  Monday  to  Friday,  at  1.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  9.1 
a.m.  — 1 year  Clinics,  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  9 a.m.  Vaccination  is  al 
done  at  20  Cochrane  Street  on  Tuesdays  at  12.30  p.m. 

The  number  of  consultations  held  during  1939  was  3,035,  compared 
with  2,941  for  the  preceding  year  and  the  total  number  of  attendances 
at  these  consultations  was  212,791,  compared  with  200,197  during 
1938.  The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  attending  for  the  first 
time  was  10,782,  compared  with  9,983  for  the  preceding  year,  while 
the  corresponding  figures  for  subsequent  attendances  were  106,550 
and  108,214.  The  number  of  children  over  one  year  attending  for  the 
first  time  was  2,928,  compared  with  1,774,  and  the  subsequent 
attendances  numbered  92,531  against  80,226. 

The  following  table  gives  the  attendance  at  each  consultation  centre 
during  1939  with  the  corresponding  total  figures  for  the  previous  year. 


Friday,  18  Plean  Street,  Blawarthill 
(—  1 year). 

194  Fernbank  Street,  Springburn 
(Ante-natal). 

614  Dobbie's  Loan  (Ante-natal). 

60  Avenuepark  Street. 

106  Orr  Street  (Ante-natal). 

150  Wellshot  Road,  Shettleston. 
26  Florence  Street  (1-5  years). 

2 Summertown  Road,  Govan. 

15  Glenbarr  Street,  Pro  van. 
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Attendances  at  Infant  Consultations,  1939. 


No. 

of 

Con- 

sulta 

tions 

held. 

Children  — 1 year. 
No.  of 

Attendances. 

Children+1  year. 
No.  of 

Attendances. 

Total 
No.  of 

Attendances. 

1938— Total 
No.  of 

Attendances. 

Prim. 

Sub. 

Prim. 

Sub. 

Prim. 

Sub. 

Prim. 

Sub. 

orbals 

387 

1,718 

16,184 

420 

16,459 

2,138 

32,643, 

1,981 

29,974 

Dwcaddens 

257 

867 

7,188 

313 

8,479 

1,180 

15,667 

1,100 

14,840 

lder  Park  . . . 

200 

700 

6,601 

308 

5,913 

1,008 

12,514 

740 

11,043 

rovan 

249 

803 

8,857 

196 

6,907 

999 

15,764 

890 

15,334 

ovan 

206 

626 

5,966 

319 

6,399 

945 

12,365 

634 

10,988 

rr  Street  . . . 

348 

1,508 

14,638 

369 

12,820 

1,877 

27,458 

1,619 

27,353 

aryhill 

149 

735 

7,024 

192 

4,720 

927 

11,744 

760 

1 1 ,652 

artick 

149 

489 

4,757 

57 

2,776 

546 

7,533 

473 

6,924 

ichard  Street 

201 

508 

6,029 

71 

5,520 

579 

11,549 

583 

10,785 

nettleston  . . . 

288 

918 

10,945 

212 

8,691 

1,130 

19,636 

1,008 

18,572 

7eir  Street  . . . 

208 

513 

5,570 

160 

4,614 

673 

10,184 

525 

10,098 

Dchranc  Street 

104 

288 

2,964 

121 

3,127 

409 

6,091 

331 

5,818 

oringburn  ... 

185 

701 

6,104 

124 

3,906 

825 

10,010 

702 

10,396 

tawarthill  ... 

104 

408 

3,723 

66 

2,200 

474 

5,923 

411 

4,663 

3,035 

10,782 

106,550 

2,928 

92,531 

13,710 

199,081 

11,757 

188,440 

117,332 


95,459 


212,791 


200,197 


Supply  of  Milk  to  Necessitous  Mothers  and  Children. — A change  in 
the  arrangements  for  supplying  milk  to  necessitous  mothers  and 
children  up  to  five  years  of  age  was  made  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
The  new  scheme  prepared  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  on  the 
instructions  of  the  Government,  was  adopted  by  the  Corporation  and 
came  into  operation  on  15th  July.  It  aimed  at  securing  a larger 
consumption  of  liquid  milk.  Medical  certification,  except  in  the  case  of 
expectant  mothers,  and  attendance  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  were  not 
required  as  conditions  of  grants.  The  scale  of  necessitousness  was 
extended  to  allow  families  whose  incomes  exceeded  the  old  free  scale 
by  specified  amounts  to  receive  milk  at  reduced  prices  and  the  price 
payable  by  the  Corporation  to  the  suppliers  was  subsidized  by  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board.  Applications  still  continued  to  be  made  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres  and  the  amount  of  the  grants — one  pint  per  head  per 
day  in  normal  cases — was  not  altered. 

By  1st  September  issues  under  the  new  arrangements  had  increased 
from  5,000  pints  per  day  to  about  11,000  pints  per  day,  of  which 
approximately  10,000  were  given  free  and  about  1,000  at  one  penny 
or  twopence  per  pint.  As  a result  of  the  subsidy,  however,  the  cost  to 
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the  Corporation  remained  practically  at  the  same  figure  although  the 
quantity  of  milk  distributed  had  been  doubled.  Following  evacuation 
on  the  outbreak  of  war,  there  was  a rapid  falling-off  in  the  issues,  the  daily 
quantity  being  reduced  to  just  over  7,000  pints  by  the  end  of  September. 
With  the  gradual  return  to  the  City  of  evacuees,  issues  began  to  increase 
until  about  Christmas-time  the  quantity  being  distributed  was  again 
about  10,000  pints  per  day. 


The  following  tables  summarise  the  applications  and  grants  for 
the  year 


January- July 
(Old  Scheme). 

July-December 
(New  Scheme). 

Whole  Year. 

Fresh 

Dried 

Fresh 

Dried 

Fresh 

Dried 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Applications  granted  free  . . . 

24,926 

2,574 

34,052 

1,231 

58,978 

3,805 

Applications  granted  at  re- 
duced prices 





5,491 

181 

5,491 

181 

Applications  refused  (income 
over  scale) 

516 

71 

1,910 

70 

2,426 

141 

25,442 

2,645 

41,453 

1,482 

66,895 

4,127 

Applications  Granted — 

Nursing  and  expectant 
mothers  ... 

4,321 

692 

4,616 

71 

8,937 

763 

Children  under  1 year 

5,931 

1,279 

8,497 

1,154 

14,428 

2,433 

Children  aged  1-5  years  ... 

14,674 

603 

26,430 

187 

41,104 

790 

24,926 

2,574 

39,543 

1,412 

64,469 

3,986 

The  number  of  persons  supplied,  the  total  quantity  supplied,  and  the 
cost  involved  are  shown  below  : — 

January- July  J uly-December 

(Old  Scheme).  (New  Scheme).  Whole  Year. 


Fresh 

Milk. 

Number  of  Persons  supplied — * 

Mothers  ...  ...  ...  — 

Children  ...  ...  ...  - — ■ 

Total  Quantity  supplied — -f 

Mothers  ...  ...  ...  198,171 

Children  ...  ...  ...  945,467 


Dried 

Milk. 

Fresh 

Milk. 

Dried 

Milk. 

Fresh 

Milk. 

Dric 

Mill- 

— 

— 

— 

4,172 

2 

— 

— 

— 

16,706 

7 

3,442 

153,879 

750 

352,050 

4,1 

10,728 

1,109,533 

7,944 

2,055,000 

18,6 

14,170 

1,263,412 

8,694 

2,407,050 

22,8 

Together 


1,143,638 
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January- July 
(Old  Scheme). 

J uly-December 
(New  Scheme). 

Whole  Year. 

Fresh 

Dried 

Fresh 

Dried 

Fresh 

Dried 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

1 '.ost — 

Paid  by  Corporation 

£13,916 

£886 

£9,594 

£525 

£23,510 

£L411 

Paid  by  Milk  Marketing  Board 

— 

— 

6,031 

— 

6,031 

— 

Paid  by  Applicants 

— 

— 

936 

18 

936 

18 

Total 

£13,916 

£886 

£16,561 

£543 

£30,477 

£1,429 

laximum  Daily  Number  of  Persons 

1 supplied  ... 

5,257 

553 

10,947 

443 

10,947 

553 

Iinimum  Daily  Number  of  Persons 

supplied  ... 

4,609 

512 

6,995 

318 

4,609 

318 

average  Daily  Number  of  Persons 

supplied  ... 

5,052 

528 

8,740 

339 

6,595 

465 

* 56  mot  hers  and  437  children  were 

supplied  with  fresh 

milk  for 

a part  of  the 

year  and  dried  milk  for  another  part  of  the  year. 

These  are 

included 

in  the  figure 

s 

shown  above  for  persons  supplied  with  fresh  milk  and  excluded  from  the  figures  for 
dried  milk. 

f Pints  in  the  case  of  fresh  milk  and  packets  in  the  case  of  dried  milk. 
Quantity  in  each  packet  equals  18  ounces  approximately. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  38,039  packets  of  dried  milk  were  supplied 
at  cost  price  to  mothers  and  children  where  family  income  was  above 
the  scale  of  necessity. 

Dietary  supplements,  as 
Centres : — 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ... 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion 
Chemical  Food 
Sundry  Foods 

29,296  £2,082 


shown  below,  were  also  issued  from  the 


Lbs. 

Cost. 

10,224 

£1,022 

16,218 

811 

2,550 

234 

304 
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The  booklet  “ Health  of  Mother  and  Child,”  in  its  enlarged  form, 
continued  in  demand  at  the  centres  and  6,740  copies  were  sold  during 
the  year.  Large  numbers  were  supplied  to  other  Local  Authorities  in 
England  and  Scotland  by  special  arrangement. 

Ante-Natal  Consultations. — Sessions  at  ante-natal  clinics  numbered 
1 ,405,  compared  with  1 ,308  for  the  preceding  year.  The  total  attendances 
were  52,300,  compared  with  51,236  in  1938  ; primary  attendances  were 
9,112,  or  38  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  subsequent  attendances 
numbered  43,188,  an  increase  of  1,102.  Consultations  and  attendances 
at  each  of  the  centres  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 

3 
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Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  1939. 

No.  of  No.  of  Attendances. 

Clinic . ' 


Sessions. 

Primary. 

S’sequent. 

Total 

Partick 

82 

394 

2,233 

2,627 

Cowcaddens  ... 

148 

665 

2,644 

3,309 

Maryhill 

103 

568 

2,711 

3,279 

Springburn 

104 

598 

2,861 

3,459 

Bridgeton 

156 

1,076 

5,454 

6,530 

Shettleston 

98 

796 

3,937 

4,733 

Gorbals 

221 

1,805 

8,463 

10,268 

Govan  ... 

150 

1,126 

4,814 

5,940 

Elderpark 

97 

558 

3,124 

3,682 

Anderston 

97 

590 

2,466 

3,056 

Blawarthill 

52 

298 

1,497 

1,795 

Provan 

97 

638 

2,984 

3,622 

1,405  9,112  43,188  52,300 


In  addition  to  the  above,  ante-natal  consultations  were  carried  on 
at  the  Glasgow  Royal  Maternity  Hospital.  The  total  number  of  cases 
attending  the  ante-natal  dispensary  for  the  first  time  was  3,788  during 
1939,  compared  with  4,041  in  1938;  the  total  attendance  was  17,751 
against  19,374.  Of  the  2,663  cases  treated  to  a termination  in  delivery, 
857  were  treated  in  their  own  homes.  There  were  1,427  admissions 
to  the  ante-natal  wards.  At  the  infant  consultations  held  at  the 
hospital  there  were  4,281  attendances,  as  compared  with  5,170  in  1938. 

Among  the  8,585  patients  attending  Corporation  Clinics  whose 
pregnancy  terminated  in  1939  (excluding  abortions),  39  deaths  occurred 
giving  a death-rate  of  4-5  per  1 ,000  births,  compared  with  4-6  for  the 
year  1938.  Of  the  nine  deaths  from  puerperal  septic  conditions,  one 
was  associated  with  each  of  the  following  conditions  : — phlegmasia 
alba  dolens  and  broncho-pneumonia  ; placenta  accreta  ; haemolytic 
jaundice  ; retained  placenta  fragments  ; haemolytic  streptococcal 
throat,  pulmonary  oedema  and  toxic  jaundice  ; broncho-pneumonia  ; 
perforated  duodenal  ulcer  ; eclampsia  and  delayed  labour  ; and  one 
death  was  certified  as  puerperal  septicaemia  only.  Other  deaths  among 


these  patients  were  as  follows  : — 

Puerperal  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Puerperal  Albuminuria  and  Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Phlegmasia  Alba  Dolens,  Embolism  and  Sudden  death  2 
Other  Accidents  of  Childbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nervous  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Excluding  eight  deaths  which  had  little  association  with  the 
puerperal  state,  the  maternal  death-rate  of  mothers  attending  the  clinics 
would  be  3-3  compared  with  4-6  for  the  City  as  a whole. 

. 

Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  Mothers. — The  scheme  approved  by 
the  Corporation  in  1935  to  provide  dental  treatment  for  necessitous 
and  partly  necessitous  mothers  in  need  of  treatment  was  continued. 
Applications  for  treatment  numbered  1,280  and  of  these  1,124  or  87-7 
per  cent,  were  wholly  or  partly  necessitous.  The  charges  made  in 
partly  necessitous  cases  are  determined  by  a scale  of  necessity  approved 
by  the  Corporation.  Attendances  totalled  7,323,  of  which  2,019  were 
first  attendances;  13,452  extractions  were  made  and  1,891  dentures 
completed.  Scaling,. filling,  dressing  and  other  work  necessitated  over 
2,500  attendances  of  patients. 

Maternal  Mortality. — The  following  statement  showing  the  maternal 
mortality  deaths  and  rates  is  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  ; — 

Statement  showing  maternal  Deaths  and  Rates  per  1,000  Births 
in  Glasgow  and  Scotland  in  the  Years  1935-39. 


Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  Births. 


1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 
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Accidents  of  Pregnancy  ... 

9 

9 

9 

6 

8 

0-40 

0-40 

0-40 

0-27 

0-37 

Puerperal  Haemorrhage  ... 

23 

18 

15 

14 

25 

104 

0-80 

0-68 

0-64 

1-15 

i’uerperal  Septicaemia,  in- 
cluding Post-abortive 

sepsis 

75 

58 

46 

51 

25 

3-39 

2-61 

2-07 

2-32 

1-15 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy, 

Albuminuria,  Convulsions 

22 

25 

21 

24 

11 

100 

112 

0-95 

109 

0-51 

Dther  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 

26 

21 

19 

30 

31 

1-18 

0-94 

0-86 

1-36 

1-43 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Totals — Glasgow  ... 

155 

131 

110 

125 

100 

7-01 

5-87 

4-96 

5-68 

4-61 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — • — 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

• 

Scotland  ... 

555 

494 

424 

432 

390 

6-31 

5-55 

4-82 

4-87 

4-49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

During  the  year  100  deaths  occurred  from  maternal  causes,  equivalent, 
to  a rate  of  4-61  per  1,000  births,  which  compares  with  a rate  of  5-68 
for  the  previous  year. 


ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLINICS. 


No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  for  light  treatment 
of  children  suffering  from  rickets,  malnutrition,  etc. 

The  number  of  consultations  held  weekly  at  Cochrane  Street  and 
Govan  Town  Hall  remains  the  same  as  at  the  end  of  last  year. 

The  installation  and  the  results  of  treatment  have  been  fully  dealt 
with  in  previous  reports,  so  that  only  the  records  of  numbers  treated 
are  here  given  in  respect  of  1939. 


Record  of  Attendances  and  Consultations  during  1939. 


Children 
Number  — 1 year, 
of  Number  of 

Clinics  Attendances. 

Children 
+ 1 year. 
Number  of 
Attendances. 

Mothers. 
Number  of 
Attendances. 

Total 

Number  of 
Attendances. 

Prim.  Sub. 

Prim.  Sub. 

Prim.  Sub. 

Prim.  Sub. 

Cochrane  Street  ...  88  25  216 

307  6,913 

15  119 

347  7,248 

Govan  ...  ...  99  22  170 

174  4,604 

2 17 

198  4,791 

187  47  386 

481  11,517 

17  136 

545  12,039 

433 

11,998 

153 

12,584 

INFANT  VISITATION. 

Under  the  scheme  of  infant  visitation  every 

birth  is 

visited  if  the 

notification  does  not  state  that  a 

medical  practitioner 

has  been  in 

attendance,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  record  of  those  visited, 

together  with  certain  information  obtained  : — 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

Inquiry  cards  returned 

...  18,370 

18,288 

17,497 

Full  information  obtained 

...  17,997 

17,969 

17,137 

Doctor  found  in  attendance  ... 

5 

— 

2 

Wrong  address  ...  

— 

— 

— 

Others  ... 

368 

319 

358 

Inquiry  cards  issued 

...  18,296 

18,212 

17,623 

VISITATION  BY  NURSES. 

Altogether,  the  health  visitors  made  150,297  home  visits  during  the 
year,  compared  with  156,881  during  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  totals, 
the  respective  numbers  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  62,907 
and  65,398.  First  visits  numbered  17,994.  In  addition,  37,816  visits 
were  made  to  houses  in  respect  of  toddlers,  while  12,347  other  toddlers 
were  seen  during  the  course  of  routine  visitation  of  infants.  Other 
visits  were  made  for  special  enquiries,  etc.,  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Visits  Made  by  Nurses. 


1938.  1939. 


Infants  under  1 year — Primary  Visits 

18,748 

17,994 

Infants  under  1 year — Subsequent  Visits 

46,650 

44,913 

65,398 

62,907 

Children  1-5  years  ... 

41,597 

37,816 

Children  seen  while  visiting  infants 

11,379 

12,347 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

6,666 

5,814 

Puerperal  Fever 

1,462 

1,341 

Maternal  Deaths  enquiries ... 

239 

199 

Infant  Deaths 

229 

21 

Ante-natal  Visits 

5,643 

4,865 

Venereal  Diseases  ... 

296 

248 

Light  Treatment 

1,063 

978 

Pneumonia  ... 

42 

17 

Other  Visits  ... 

1,074 

1,011 

Houses  Shut ... 

21,793 

22,733 

145,502 

137,950 

Infants  or  Children  brought  to  Central  Clinic  for 

treatment,  etc. — 

Child  Welfare 

771 

601 

Venereal  Diseases 

87 

125 

Others 

704 

1,861 

1,562  2,587 


In  addition  to  home  visitation,  the  nurses  attend  the  Child  Welfare 
and  other  consultations  in  their  own  districts.  They  thus  have  an 
opportunity  of  reporting  to  the  doctor  any  illness  or  condition  requiring 
medical  treatment  and  following  up  cases  afterwards  to  see  that  the 
treatment  recommended  is  carried  out. 


Domestic  Helps.- — During  1939,  23  individual  helps  attended  165  cases, 
for  a total  of  2,259  days.  This  is  an  average  of  14  days  per  case.  The 
amount  paid  in  fees  was  £202  8s.  6d.  The  helps  are  remunerated  at 
the  rate  of  5s.  per  day  so  that  the  balance  falling  to  be  met  by  the 
Corporation  was  £362  7s.  9d. 

Maternity  Bundles. — These  bundles  or  part  bundles  to  the  number 
of  3,581  were  supplied  in  respect  of  which  part  payment  received 
amounted  to  £44. 

Day  Nurseries.— The  three  Day  Nurseries,  Bridgeton,  Cowcaddens, 
and  Kingston,  continued  in  operation  until  September,  when  the 
children  were  sent  home.  The  premises  at  Bridgeton  Day  Nursery 
were  required  for  a First-Aid  Post,  Alternative  accommodation  has 
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since  been  granted  by  the  Education  Committee,  their  Nursery  School 
at  Crownpoint  Road,  Mile-end,  being  handed  over  to  the  Health 
Committee  to  take  the  place  of  the  centre  vacated  at  Bridgeton.  It 
was  decided  to  re-open  Cowcaddens  and  Kingston  Day  Nurseries  in 
the  spring  of  1940.  The  available  accommodation  is  now  the  same  as 
it  was  before  the  war,  but  the  demand  for  accommodation  of  this  kind 
is  rapidly  increasing. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  attendances  for  the  part 
of  the  year  during  which  the  Nurseries  were  open 


Number  of 

Total 

Attendances 

Maximum 
number  in 

Accommo- 

Nursery. 

Days  open. 

during  the  year 

Average. 

one  day. 

dation  for. 

Bridgeton 

156 

6,379 

40 

48 

40 

Kingston 

143 

2,878 

20 

29 

30 

Cowcaddens  ... 

168 

* 

5,319 

Closed  1/9/39. 

32 

.39 

36 

Country  Homes. — Mount  Blow  Country  Home  was  closed  under  the 
Emergency  Evacuation  Scheme  in  September  as  it  is  located  in  a 
vulnerable  area  ; it  has  not  been  reopened,  Scotstoun  Country  Home 
was  converted  into  a First-Aid  Post. 

MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS. 

During  1939  there  was  an  increase  of  one  in  the  number  of  midwives 
who  notified  their  intention  to  practise  so  that  there  are  now  231  on 
the  register.  The  number  of  those  entitled  to  registration  by 
examination  is  172,  while  the  number  of  those  registered  as  having 
been  in  practice  in  1914  is  now  44.  Of  those  who  ceased  practice,  one 
died.  The  number  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise  for  the 
first  time  was  20. 


During  the  year  there  were  1,938  occasions  on  which  medical  help 
was  called  by  midwives,  which  represents  33  per  cent,  of  the  total  births 
occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives.  Details  of  the  nature  of 
emergency  are  not  given  this  year,  but  the  following  indicates  the  period 
during  which  medical  assistance  was  called  : — 


In  all  cases  in  which  a woman  during  pregnancy,  labour, 
or  lying-in  appears  to  be  dying  or  is  dead  ... 

Pregnancy. — In  cases  of  a pregnant  woman,  where 
there  is  any  abnormality  or  complication 

Labour.- — In  the  case  of  a woman  in  labour  at  or  near 
term,  when  there  is  any  abnormality  or  compli- 
cation 

Lying-in. — In  the  case  of  a lying-in  woman,  when  there 
is  any  abnormality  or  complication  ... 

The  Child.— In  the  child,  when  there  is  any  abnor- 
mality or  complication 
Cannot  be  classified 


1937.  1938.  1939. 


66 

66 

53 

1,663 

1,521 

1,449 

203 

183 

188 

250 

252 

242 

6 

2 

6 

Total  ... 


2,188  2,024 


1,938 
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Fees  to  doctors  attending  emergency  cases  amounted  to  £1,465  Os.  6d. 
and  during  the  year  £407  16s.  7d.  was  recovered,  £13  5s.  6d.  withdrawn 
from  medical  practitioners’  accounts,  and  accounts  for  £2  12s.  were 
deleted. 

Under  the  scheme  for  the  payment  of  midwives’  fees  in  necessitous 
cases,  506  applications  were  received  by  the  Department  during  1939. 
This  is  a reduction  on  the  figure  for  1938  which  was  668.  Of  this  number, 
357  were  granted  and  the  amount  of  fees  paid  to  midwives  was 
£385  5s.,  as  compared  with  £540  10s.  in  1938.  In  only  23  cases  was  a 
proportion  of  the  fee  paid  to  the  midwife  recoverable,  the  amount 
collected  being  £10  10s.  Of  the  cases  for  which  payment  of  fees  was 
made  by  the  Department,  310  were  distributed  among  83  midwives. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration  ( Scotland ) Act,  1938. — The  above  Act, 
which  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1939,  repealed  the  Midwives 
and  Maternity  Homes  (Scotland)  Act,  1927,  and  extended  to  nursing 
homes  generally  the  necessity  for  registration  which  had  been  previously 
restricted  to  homes  where  maternity  work  was  carried  on.  It  provided 
for  the  registration  by  the  Local  Authority  of  nursing  homes,  as  defined 
below : — ' 

(a)  Any  premises  used  or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  reception 
of  and  the  providing  of  nursing  for  persons  suffering  from  any 
sickness,  injury,  or  infirmity  ; and 

(b)  A maternity  home,  i.e.,  any  premises  used  or  intended  to 
be  used  for  the  reception  of  pregnant  women  or  of  women 
immediately  after  childbirth. 

The  definition  excludes  a hospital  or  other  premises  maintained  or 
controlled  by  a Government  Department  or  a Local  Authority  or  by 
any  other  body  constituted  by  special  Act  of  Parliament  or  incorporated 
by  Royal  Charter.  The  Local  Authority  may  exempt  from  the  operations 
of  the  Act  a hospital  or  similar  institution  not  carried  on  for  profit, 
while  conditions  may  be  attached  to  any  exemption  granted. 

Registration  and  Inspection. — The  following  is  the  procedure  in 
regard  to  the  registration  of  nursing  homes.  On  the  receipt  of  an 
application  for  registration,  the  premises  are  inspected  by  a medical 
officer  of  the  Department,  who  informs  the  applicant  as  to  the  general 
alterations  and  adaptations  which  will  be  necessary.  Further  inspections 
are  made  by  a sanitary  inspector  and  a member  of  the  Master  of  Works 
Department.  Standards  with  regard  to  the  administration,  accom- 
modation of  patients  and  staff,  equipment  and  general  arrangements  in 
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premises  registered  under  the  Act  have  been  drawn  up,  and  each  applicant 
is  furnished  with  a copy  of  these.  A final  inspection  is  made  of  the 
equipment  and  general  accommodation  by  the  medical  officer  before 
the  home  is  recommended  for  registration.  Routine  inspections  are 
made  of  all  nursing  homes  twice  a year,  and  in  addition  visits  are  paid 
in  relation  to  puerperal  pyrexia  and  for  other  special  purposes.  The 
initial  inspections  carried  out  under  the  new  Act  showed  that  most  of 
the  nursing  homes  in  the  City  had  a high  standard  in  regard  to  staffing 
and  accommodation.  The  advice  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
Department  is  always  available,  and  is  frequently  sought  by  the  keepers 
of  the  nursing  homes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  of  nursing  homes  as  at  31st 


December,  1939  : — 

Registered. 

Exempted. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

— 

2 

General  Infirmaries  and  Hospitals 

2 

11 

Nursing  Homes  ...  

42 

4 

44 

17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.— Dur ing  the  year  713  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  were  notified,  compared  with  777  in  1938.  Analysis  of 
these  notifications  indicates  that  the  greater  number  of  the  cases  are 
reported  by  institution  nurses  and  midwives. 


Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  according  to 
Nature  of  Attendance  at  Birth. 


Doctors 
Institutions 
Institution  Nurses 
Mid  wives  ... 


18 

274 

145 

276 

713 


Routine  examination  for  the  causative  organisms  was  made  in  every 
case  reported  showing  signs  of  catarrhal  inflammation.  The  number  of 
cases  of  gonococcal  ophthalmia  neonatorum  is  16.  This  is  the  lowest 
number  yet  recorded.  Of  the  total  cases,  49  were  removed  to  hospital ; 
48  attended  hospital  for  outdoor  treatment  and  made  171  attendances. 
The  others  were  treated  at  home  or  at  the  child  welfare  centres  by  the 
nurses  who  made  5,814  visits  in  this  respect. 
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The  total  number  of  admissions  to  hospital  was  49,  including  13 
cases  occurring  outwith  Glasgow.  Of  these  13  cases,  3 were  gonococcal 
in  origin.  The  Wassermann  test  for  syphilis  was  performed  in  the  49 
cases  and  in  no  case  was  the  test  positive,  and  in  none  of  the  children 
was  there  any  evidence  of  syphilitic  infection. 

The  treatment  of  the  gonococcal  cases  with  M.  & B.  693,  which  was 
begun  in  1938,  has  been  continued  as  a routine  during  1939.  The 
results  of  treatment  are  highly  satisfactory.  Most  cases  need  only  two 
or  three  days’  treatment  of  the  drug,  and  the  average  stay  in  hospital 
for  a gonococcal  case  has  now  been  reduced  from  about  eight  weeks  to 
ten  days. 

The  results  of  treatment  in  the  gonococcal  group  of  cases  was  highly 
satisfactory.  In  all  cases  but  one  there  was  complete  recovery  with 
no  corneal  defect.  The  case  with  defect  has  such  a small  scar  that  there 
will  be  no  impairment  of  vision.  Two  cases  were  admitted  for  defective 
vision  : one  was  diagnosed  as  kerato-malacia  and  the  other  as  congenital 
defect  of  the  eye. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — There  were  registered  during 
the  year  435  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  compared  with  525  for  the  preceding 
year.  This  is  the  lowest  number  since  the  definition  of  the  disease  was 
more  exactly  laid  down,  and  puerperal  pyrexia  was  added  to  the  list  of 
notifiable  diseases.  The  number  of  deaths  was  also  considerably  reduced, 
30,  as  compared  with  50  in  1938.  The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal 
fever  per  thousand  births  was  20-0,  as  against  24-0  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  deaths  from  the  disease  were  equivalent  to  a mortality  of  1-4 
only,  compared  with  2-3  per  thousand  births  in  1938.  This  mortality 
rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  past  25  years  and  may  be 
compared  with  the  rate  of  10-8  in  1921. 
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SECTION  III. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  registered  was 
30,065,  while  1,610  other  cases  were  ultimately  diagnosed  as  non- 
infectious.  For  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  figures  were 
44,682  and  1,630.  These  figures  mean  a substantial  reduction  in 
the  infectious  diseases,  accounting  also  for  the  lower  mortality  from 
these  diseases,  particularly  pneumonia.  The  number  of  cases  of 
each  disease  notified  during  the  year  is  given  in  Appendix  Table  X, 
with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year  and  the 
respective  case  rates.  The  seasonal  occurrence  of  cases  of  each 
disease  will  be  found  in  Table  IX  in  the  Appendix  which  gives  the 
numbers  registered  during  each  month  of  the  year.  • For  purposes 
of  comparison  the  rates  per  million  of  the  population  for  each  of 
the  principal  diseases  are  given  in  the  following  table  which  shows 
the  variations  in  prevalence  which  have  occurred  over  the  past 
quarter  of  a century. 

Glasgow.  — Case-Rate  PER  MILLION  of  the  Population  for 
all  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  registered  since  1914. 
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1914  ... 

18 

340 

7 

206 

— 

5,337 

1,440 

45 

2,284 

1,088*  21,675 

32,440 

1915  ... 

9 

248 

5 

175 

— 

5,973 

1,257 

167 

2,169 

1,375 

25,389 

36,667 

1916  ... 

17 

158 

8 

178 

— 

3,719 

1,220 

131 

2,285 

1,270 

17,001 

25,987 

1917  ... 

1 

82 

4 

148 

— 

1,634 

1,146 

75 

2,435 

1,433 

27,005 

33,963 

1918  ... 

49 

128 

12 

151 

1 

1,193 

1,379 

67 

2,258 

1,273 

16,045 

22,556 

1919  ... 

30 

103 

8 

163 

5 

2,443 

1,626 

72 

1,834 

1,083 

21,359 

28,726 

1920  ... 

8 

204 

13 

267 

477 

3,378 

1,809 

76 

2,009 

1,063 

25,509 

34,813 

1921  ... 

6 

100 

7 

299 

19 

3,272 

1,727 

56 

1,902 

1,061 

23,965 

32,414 

1922  ... 

18 

79 

6 

274 

— 

3,234 

1,572 

62 

1,818 

. 977 

31,633 

39,674 

1923  ... 

2 

117 

20 

259 

— 

3,321 

1,645 

59 

1,606 

1,149 

25,805 

33,984 

1924  ... 

— 

76 

18 

222 

2 

2,965 

1,768 

61 

1,703 

1,137 

30,881 

38,835 

1925  ... 

— 

41 

8 

279 

— 

3,551 

1,617 

58 

1,490 

1,039 

22,309 

30,430 

1926  ... 

t7 

92 

4 

283 

— 

4,350 

2,130 

60 

1,646 

945 

31,865 

41,385 

1927  ... 

136 

4 

254 

— 

3,777 

2,785 

72 

1,489 

1,010 

32,021 

41,550 

1928  ... 

— 

53 

4 

379 

— 

2,971 

2,414 

94 

1,582 

1,016 

29,368 

37,880 

1929  ... 

— 

78 

4 

474 

20 

3,079 

1,944 

186 

1,656 

911 

28,838 

37,192 

1930  ... 

2 

129 

4 

549 

3 

4,555 

2,407 

136 

1,549 

962 

32,002 

42,298 

1931  ... 

1 

102 

3 

609 

— 

6,449 

1,937 

167 

1,564 

897 

36,642 

48,671 

1932  ... 

— 

69 

1 

649 

— 

8,361 

1,966 

138 

1,572 

874 

25,745 

39,375 

1933  ... 

— 

122 

2 

492 

— 

7,593 

2,148 

140 

1,465 

720 

21,572 

34,254 

1934  ... 

— 

39 

2 

555 

— 

5,336 

2,374 

85 

1,475 

609 

40,750 

51,225 

1935  ... 

— 

164 

4 

526 

— 

3,605 

2,207 

74 

1,569 

602 

20,817 

29,568 

1936  ... 

— 

195 

2 

447 

— 

3,845 

1,749 

66 

1,471 

635 

36,838 

36,838 

1937  ... 

— 

63 

4 

478 

— 

5,001 

2,081 

94 

1,477 

573 

23,567 

33  338 

1938  ... 

— 

51 

3 

468 

— 

3,588 

2,515 

78 

1,550 

621 

30,744 

39,618 

1939  ... 

— 

52 

5 

385 

— 

2,625 

2,786 

72 

1,395 

497 

19,125 

26,642 

* Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  made  compulsorily  notifiable,  July,  1914, 
■f  Rates  are  for  extended  city. 
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Smallpox  and  Vaccination. — There  was  no  case  of  smallpox  during 
the  year  and  few  contacts  were  notified  as  arriving  at  other  ports  in 
this  country.  The  percentage  of  children  born  who  were  successfully 
vaccinated  was  44- 1,  a proportion  which  is  somewhat  higher  than 
during  recent  years.  During  1939,  cases  reported  by  Registrars  as 
not  having  lodged  certificates  under  the  Act  numbered  4,892  com- 
pared with  4,298  for  the  preceding  year.  As  the  result  of  action 
taken  children  vaccinated  numbered  1,461,  while  the  number 
postponed  was  1,916,  and  67  were  certified  as  not  susceptible.  The 
total  number  of  childem  vaccinated  at  child  welfare  clinics  was  2,136 
against  2,406  in  1938. 

Enteric  Injections. — The  number  of  cases  verified  was  11  typhoid 
and  48  paratyphoid  fever.  The  typhoid  figure  is  the  lowest  annual 
total  yet  recorded  and  the  combined  figure  has  been  smaller  on 
only  three  occasions,  44  in  1935,  43  in  1934,  and  57  in  1938.  Of 
the  paratyphoid  cases,  58  per  cent,  sickened  during  the  first  quarter. 
This  is  on  a small  scale  reminiscent  of  1936,  when  there  was  an 
untraced  epidemic  following  a severe  winter;  in  that  year  71  per 
cent,  of  the  annual  paratyphoid  total  sickened  during  the  first  quarter 
The  bulk  of  the  cases  occurred  at  ages  between  10  and  45  years. 

Of  the  59  cases  reported  and  verified,  only  34,  or  58  per  cent., 
were  regarded  as  arising  in  Glasgow  homes.  The  remainder,  5 
typhoid  and  20  paratyphoid,  were  classed  as  institutional  in  origin 
or  were  admitted  with  enteric  infections  to  Glasgow  general  hospitals 
from  outwith  the  city.  The  institutional  typhoid  figure  includes  2 
harbour  cases. 

Deaths  numbered  4 which  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  0 • 004 
per  thousand  of  the  population  which  is  the  same  as  for  the  two 
preceding  years. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  year  2,962  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
registered,  compared  with  4,047  in  1938,  a very  substantial  fall. 
The  respective  case  rates  per  million  of  the  population  were  2,625 
and  3,588.  The  rate  for  the  present  year  is  the  lowest  recorded 
since  1918.  The  highest  case  rate  during  the  period  was  8,361  in 
1932.  Deaths  numbered  11  in  comparison  with  29  during  1938  and 
the  death  rate  per  million  of  the  population  was  only  10,  compared 
with  26.  This  is  the  lowest  mortality  from  the  disease  recorded 
in  the  city. 
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Diphtheria. — Cases  of  diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  notified 
numbered  3,144  compared  with  2,837  for  the  previous  year.  This 
is  the  highest  rate  recorded  during  the  past  25  years.  The  highest 
incidence  occurred  in  the  spring,  there  being  385  cases  in  March  last.  ‘ 
The  incidence  of  the  disease  however,  taking  into  consideration 
the  usual  seasonal  curve,  was  more  or  less  prevalent  throughout 
the  year  but.  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  any  magnitude.  The  case 
rate  for  the  disease  was  2,786,  compared  with  2,515  for  the  previous 
year.  There  has  been  a rising  tendency  since  1936. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  as  shown  by  Ward  rates,  varies 
from  year  to  year  and  in  1939  there  was  less  disparity  than  in  the 
year  previous.  The  highest  rate,  3,958,  was  recorded  in  Townhead, 
which  was  followed  by  Shettleston  and  Tolleross  with  3,662,  Govan 
3,478,  and  Fairfield  3,432.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Cathcart  the  low 
rate  of  536  per  million  was  registered;  Camphill  with  644,  and 
Kelvinside  753  took  second  and  third  places. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  163,  which  represents  a 
mortality  per  million  of  the  population  of  144  against  117  in  1938 
and  104  in  1937.  This  is  the  highest  mortality  recorded  for  over 

20  years,  except  in  1934  when  the  rate  was  the  same.  Of  the  75 

« 

male  deaths  from  the  disease  all  occurred  under  10  years  of  age 
while  of  the  88  female  deaths  there  were  only  6 over  that  age.  Of 
the  total  cases  registered,  all  were  treated  in  hospital  with  the 
exception  of  26  who  remained  at  home. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  cases 
together  with  the  case  mortality  per  cent,  at  the  respective  ages : — 


Males. 

Cases. 

Females. 

Total. 

Case  Mortality  per  Cent. 
Males.  Females.  Both  Sexes. 

— 1 year  . . . 

21 

14 

35 

— 

21-4 

8-5 

— 2 years  ... 

47 

40 

87 

10-6 

7-5 

9-2 

— 5 years  . . . 

400 

370 

770 

10-5 

10-8 

10-6 

— 1 0 years 

542 

614 

1,156 

5-8 

5-8 

5-5 

— 1 5 years 

214 

311 

525 

— 

0-6 

0-4 

15+  years 

181 

390 

571 

— 

1-0 

0-7 

All  ages 

1,405 

1,739 

3,144 

5-3 

5-1 

5-2 

Erysipelas. 

—Of 

834  cases 

recorded, 

464  were 

removed 

to  fever 

hospitals  while  7 additional  cases  were  dealt  with  in  other  institutions. 
For  the  previous  year  the  total  was  969.  The  ease  rate  per  million 
of  the  population  was  739  in  1939  against  859  in  1938.  Deaths 
numbered  14,  which  is  equivalent,  to  a mortality  per  million  of  the 
population  of  12,  compared  with  20  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Diseases  of  the  Central  Nervous  System. — In  1939,  81  oases  of 
cerebro-spinal  fever  were  recorded,  compared  with  88  for  the 
preceding  year.  Deaths  numbered  19,  giving  a death  rate  of  17 
against  34  for  the  preceding  year. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  registered  on  five  occasions,  against 
8,  while  there  were  no  cases  of  acute  p olio- enc eph a 1 it i s . 

Measles — After  the  heavy  prevalence  of  measles  in  1938  there 
were  relatively  few  cases  during  1939.  Altogether  1,462  cases  were 
registered,  compared  with  15,839  in  1938.  The  number  of  deaths 
recorded  was  only  2;  this  small  number  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
The  number  of  cases  of  rubella  recorded  was  3,792,  which  compares 
with  489  for  the  previous  year. 

Whooping-cough. — In  1939,  6,311  cases  were  recorded  against 
4,129  in  1938.  Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  early  months  of  the 
year,  a continuation  of  the  winter  epidemic  extending  over  1938-39. 
Of  the  total  cases,  458  were  removed  to  fever  hospitals.  As  usual 
most  of  the  cases  occurred  under  10  years  of  age,  with  the  females 
in  excess  of  the  males.  The  number  of  deaths  was  150,  which  is 
equivalent  to  an  annual  death  rate  per  million  of  133,  compared 
with  78  for  1938. 

Chickenpox. — The  number  of  cases  registered  in  1939  was  3,860 
against  6,345  for  the  preceding  year.  Of  the  total  cases,  185  were 
treated  in  fever  and  general  hospitals. 

Trachoma. — The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year 
was  13,  of  winch  10  were  new  cases,  9 of  these  being  definitely 
trachoma  and  1 doubtful.  The  number  of  definite  cases  of  trachoma 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1939  was  145,  while  11  other  cases 
were  considered  doubtful.  The  number  of  cases  who  attended  the 
trachoma  clinic  was  143  and  during  the  year  the  total  number  of 
attendances  was  2,622,  of  winch  962  were  in  consultation  with  the 
ophthalmic  surgeon  and  1,660  attendances  for  treatment  by  the 
nurses.  There  were  few  operations  at  the  dispensary,  it  having  been 
found  more  satisfactory  to  admit  patients  requiring  operative 
measures  to  hospital  for  treatment.  The  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  hospital  during  the  year  was  18. 

Malaria.— In  1939  the  number  of  cases  recorded  was  11  of  which 
5 were  removed  to  fever  hospitals. 
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Dysentery. — This  disease  was  considerably  less  prevalent,  163 
cases  being  recorded,  compared  with  262  in  1938.  Of  the  total 
cases,  117  were  removed  to  fever  hospitals,  while  10  more  were  treated 
in  other  institutions. 

Anthrax. — No  cases  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — Mortality  from  these  digestive  disorders 
was  somewhat  higher,  382  deaths  being  recorded,  compared  with 
350  in  1938.  Of  the  total  deaths,  295  occurred  under  one  year  of 
age,  against  279  for  the  preceding  year.  There  was  no  exceptional 
mortality  in  any  ward. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia,  &c. — There  were  no  extremes  of 
weather  conditions  of  such  extent  as  to  influence  prejudicially  the 
respiratory  death  rate.  The  mortality  from  pneumonia  was  the 
lowest  on  record;  in  order  to  illustrate  this  additional  fall  in  the 
death  rate  from  this  disease  the  yearly  chart  of  respiratory  mortality 
has  been  brought  up  to  date  and  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 

During  the  year  3,520  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  and  228 
cases  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  were  registered  compared  with 
the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  of  5,336  and  115  per 
million.  The  case  rate  per  million  of  the  population  was  3,119  against 
4,731  for  1938  and  rates  of  over  5,000  for  preceding  years.  The 
influenzal  rate  is  more  variable  because  of  the  tendency  of  that 
disease  to  occur  in  epidemics.  The  rate  for  1939  was  202  while  that 
for  1938  was  102  per  million. 

The  highest  ward  mortality  was  1,582  in  Exchange  followed  by 
1,358  in  Whitevale,  1,289  in  Gorbals,  1,228  in  Calton,  while  Shettleston 
and  Tollcross,  Dalmarnock,  Mile-end,  Anderston,  Cowcaddens, 
Hutcliesontown  and  Knightswood  all  had  rates  in  excess  of  1,000. 

Of  the  total  cases  of  pneumonia  registered  2,082  were  removed 
to  fever  hospitals  while  219  were  dealt  with  in  other  institutions, 
i.e.  66  patients  were  treated  in  hospital.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  influenza  were  110  and  25. 
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GLASGOW : Chart  showing  Death-rates  per  million  from  Respiratory 
Diseases  1914-39. 


Year. 
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The  seasonal  prevalence  is  given  in  Appendix  Table  IX,  the 
greatest  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  (704)  being  registered  in 
January  with  a gradual  decrease  towards  the  summer. 


Deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia  numbered  807  winch  is 
equivalent  to  an  annual  death  rate  per  million  of  population  of  768, 
considerably  below  the  rate  of  1,027  for  the  preceding  year  and  of 
1,378  for  1937.  Pneumonia  is  always  most  fatal  at  the  extremes  of 
life.  Of  the  total  505  male  deaths,  163  were  in  the  first  year  of 
life  and  41  in  the  second,  while  of  the  362  female  deaths  125  were 
under  one  year  and  31  under  two  years.  Most  of  the  remaining 
mortality  occurred  at  ages  over  50  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis notified  was  1,574  (852  males  and  722  females),  a decrease 
of  174  as  compared  with  1938;  the  main  decrease  occurred  in  age 
groups  1-15  and  25-45  years.  As  regards  age  distribution,  341  cases 
occurred  in  young  women  between  15  and  25  years  of  age,  or  47 
per  cent,  of  the  total  female  notifications. 

The  number  of  cases  of  non-puimonary  tuberculosis  was  561  as 
against  700  for  the  previous  year.  Comparative  figures  showing 
the  numbers  notified  and  the  location  of  the  disease  are  given  in 
the  following  table : — 

Other 


Involvement  of 

Involvement 

Non-Pulmonary 

Year. 

Bones  and  Joints. 

of  Meninges. 

Lesions. 

Total. 

1920  ... 

361 

172 

652 

1,185 

1925  ... 

289 

140 

686 

1,115 

1930  ... 

254 

214 

579 

1,047 

1935  ... 

181 

140 

353 

674 

1938  ... 

236 

157 

307 

700 

1939  ... 

185 

140 

236 

561 

Mortality  Statistics. — There  were  972  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  an  increase  of  12  over  the  number  for  the  preceding 
year.  The  death  rates  were  861  and  801  per  million. 

Deaths  from  tuberculous  meningitis  (154)  and  abdominal  tuber- 
culosis (131)  were  slightly  higher,  but  there  were  only  70  from  other 
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forms  of  tuberculosis  as  against  94  in  the  preceding  year.  The  age 
and  sex  distribution  from  all  these  classifications  of  the  disease  are 
given  in  Appendix  Table  VI. 

Tuberculosis  Administration.  The  emergency  hospital  scheme,  put 
into  force  in  September,  required  a considerable  number  of  beds  in 
tuberculosis  hospitals  to  be  vacated  and  held  in  reserve  for  casualties. 
Thus  the  number  of  beds  available  fell  from  1,608  to  1,321  despite 
the  transference  of  280  child  patients  from  Mearnskirk  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Hospital,  Millport.  It  was  found  possible,  however,  to  restore 
gradually  a number  of  these  beds  to  their  pre-war  use,  so  that  by 
30th  April,  1940,  the  total  beds  were  1,496.  An  additional  90  have 
been  made  available  at  Robroyston  and  Mearnskirk,  so  that  the 
pre-war  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  in  all  its 
forms  has  been  practically  restored. 

The  tuberculosis  health  visitors  made  44,537  visits,  some  32,000 
to  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  the  remainder  to  non- 
pulmonary  cases  in  their  own  homes.  At  the  six  tuberculosis 
dispensaries  1,085  medical  consultations  were  held,  at  which  1,645 
males  and  1,511  females  attended  for  the  first  time,  making  45,218 
subsequent  attendances.  Of  the  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year,  964  were  removed  to  sanatorium  or 
hospital,  while  64  cases  notified  in  previous  years  were  also  admitted. 
As  regards  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  corresponding  figures 
were  240  and  30  patients. 

The  general  position  is  briefly  that  there  were  at  the  end  of  1939, 
in  the  city  5,735  known  patients  suffering  from  phthisis,  of  whom 
about  49  per  cent,  had  tubercle  baceilli  in  the  sputum.  There  were  also 
2,509  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  various  stages  of  the 
disease.  At  the  current  rate  of  incidence  about  1,500  new  cases 
of  the  former  arise  each  year  and  a little  over  500  of  the  latter.  A 
moderate  fall  in  new  cases  of  the  pulmonary  form  took  place  in  1939, 
but  the  mortality  rate  has  altered  little  over  the  past  fifteen  years. 
During  the  same  period,  notifications  of  the  non-pulmonary  form, 
especially  in  children,  have  fallen  by  more  than  one-half. 

Baird  Street  Actinotherapy  Clinic. — The  number  of  patients 
attending  the  Actinotherapy  Clinic  at  the  end  of  1939  was  97,  as 
compared  with  166  at  the  end  of  1938.  The  following  table 
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summarises  the  results  of  treatment  in  227  patients  who  were  dis- 
missed from  the  clinic  during  1939;  details  of  45  patients  who  had 
less  than  one  month's  treatment  are  not  included  and  the  standards 
of  healing  are  those  used  in  previous  annual  reports : — 

Average  Duration  of 

Number  of  Patients.  Treatment  in  Months. 


Healed. 

Improved. 

Not 

Improved. 

Total. 

Healed. 

Not 

Improved.  Improved. 

Superficial  Adenitis 

47 

90 

6 

143 

7-5 

4-8 

2-2 

Lupus  Vulgaris 

2 

27* 

4 

33 

53-5 

20-6 

2-0 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis 

4 

— 

1 

5 

4-3 

— 

3-0 

Bone  and  Joint 

Tuberculosis 

6 

9 

1 

16 

16-5 

7-1 

20 

Other  Tubercular 

Conditions 

2 

9 

— 

11 

4-5 

4-7 

— 

M iscellaneous — 

(a)  Hilum  Adenitis 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3-0 

— 

— 

(6)  Bronchitis  ... 

2 

1 

— 

3 

3-5 

2-0 

— 

(c)  Others 

2 

10 

2 

14 

20 

4-7 

20 

67 

146 

14 

227. 

* 1 1 of  this 

group 

received 

an  incomplete 

course  of 

treatment 

from  Finsen-Lomholt  lamps. 

Carbon  arc  lamps  suitable  for  use  with  alternating  current  were 
in  process  of  being  installed  on  the  ground  floor  when  this  floor 
was  converted  to  the  purpose  of  a First  Aid  Post  at  the  outbreak 
of  war.  Accordingly,  the  general  clinic  has  not  had  the  use  of  this 
floor  during  1939.  The  top  floor  has  been  in  use  continuously 
except  for  a short  period  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  new  lupus  clinic,  on  the  other  hand,  has  functioned  without 
a break  although  with  a very  slight  restriction  of  its  work  affecting 
the  evening  session.  During  1939,  75  patients  attended  on  2,845 
occasions  and  were  given  4,263  hours  of  treatment  from  the  three 
Finsen-Lomholt  lamps.  Of  these  75  patients,  50  were  still  receiving 
treatment  by  Finsen-Lomholt  light  at  the  end  of  the  year,  11  were 
regarded  as  probably  healed  (this  group  will,  of  course,  be  kept 
under  observation  for,  probably,  several  years),  2 were  evacuated 
to  a reception  area,  2 were  called  up  for  military  service,  4 were 
admitted  to  hospital  and  6 defaulted. 

It  has  been  observed,  however,  that  not  one  patient  suffering 
from  lupus  vulgaris  who  has  been  subjected  to  exposures  from  the 
Finsen-Lomholt  lamps  has  failed  to  show  improvement  in  his  skin 
condition  as  a result. 
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X-RAY  WORK. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  at  the  various 
institutions : — 


Number  of 

Patients 

Number 

Number 

Institution 

Skiagraphed. 

Skiagraphs 

of  Screen  Ex- 

Total 

Indoor 

Outdoor 

taken. 

aminations 

Patients. 

only. 

Ruchill 

2,048 

6,327 

9,528 

2,086 

10,434 

Robroyston  . . . 

995 

22 

2,376 

— 

1,017 

Mearnskirk  . . . 

1,210 

161 

3,180 

74 

1,371 

Baird  Street  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4,128 

4,128 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  following  curtailed  report  gives  certain  statistics  for  the  year 
along  with  the  salient  points  that  have  arisen.  The  state  of  war 
has  caused  some  alteration  in  incidence,  and  it  is  likely  that  in  a 
full  year  under  war  conditions  the  changes  in  incidence  may  be  even 
more  marked.  No  difficulty  has  been  found  in  the  treatment  of 
venereal  disease  and  the  satisfactory  results  obtained  from  the  use 
of  “ M.  & B.  693,”  as  commented  upon  in  last  year’s  report,  have 
been  continued  during  the  year.  This  drug  is  having  an  obvious 
effect  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  chronic  gonorrhoea.  The  Cor- 
poration centres  have  treated  92  • 2 per  cent,  of  all  acute  venereal 
infections  compared  to  91'6  per  cent,  in  1938. 

Syphilis. — There  has  been  a slight  rise  in  the  incidence  of  acute 
syphilis  both  among  males  and  females,  but  an  appreciable  decrease 
in  the  incidence  of  the  late  and  congenital  forms  of  the  disease. 
There  wras  a decrease  in  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  under  one  year, 
the  figure  being  39  compared  to  53  for  1938.  This  in  the  second 
lowest  figure  for  congenital  syphilis  in  children  under  one  year  so 
far  recorded. 

Gonorrhoea.— The  incidence  of  acute  gonorrhoea  in  the  male  and 
female  was  lower  than  in  1938.  While  there  was  a 25  per  cent, 
decrease  in  cases  of  chronic  gonorrhoea  attending  all  centres  for 
the  first  time  there  was  a 50  per  cent,  decrease  in  males  attending 
the  ad  hoc  centres. 

In-Patient  Treatment.  There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the 
number  of  patients  undergoing  in-patient  treatment,  the  decrease 
being  mainly  among  males  undergoing  treatment  in  Belvidere 
Hospital  and  females  undergoing  treatment  in  the  Lock  Hospital.  In 
addition,  there  was  a decrease  in  the  average  days’  residence. 
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Attendance  of  Patients  and  Defaidting  from  Treatment. — As 
mentioned  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  a scheme  of  intensive 
visitation  by  attendants  at  the  male  clinics  was  carried  on  until 
September,  1939.  In  all,  some  132  visits  were  made  to  105  patients, 
and  54  patients  were  persuaded  ito  return.  Of  the  other  patients 
16  had  given  wrong  addresses,  two  were  not  at  home  or  did  not 
reply,  14  had  gone  away  and  16  refused  to  return  for  treatment. 
The  remaining  3 cases  had  been  mobilised.  The  work  of  the  nurse- 
almoner  was  also  interrupted  as  she  was  mobilised  for  work  in  the 
Army  Nursing  Service  and  thus  the  domiciliary  visitation  was  not 
as  complete  as  in  former  years. 

Out-patients  attending  the  various  treatment  centres  for  the  first 
time  numbered  4,544  and  there  were  92,296  attendances  of  new  and 
old  cases.  Including  in-patients  the  total  was  4,724  cases.  The 
great  majority  attended  the  ad  hoc  centres.  Hospital  clinic  centres 
included  the  Lock  Hospital,  Western  Infirmary,  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Eye  Infirmary,  and  Sick  Children’s  Hospital.  308  patients  attended 
the  various  ante-natal  clinics.  The  detailed  table  giving  attendances 
at  the  various  centres  is  omitted  but  the  following  summary  table 
gives  the  grouping  of  the  new  cases. 

Table  A is  summarised  as  follows:  — 


Ad  Hoc 

Treatment  Centres 


Acute  Syphilis  (includes  Primary,  Secondary, 

Males. 

Females. 

Glasgow  : 
All  Centres. 

and  Latent  in  the  First  Year  of  Infection)  ... 

259 

45 

411 

Acute  Gonorrhoea  ... 

1,336 

123 

1,501 

Total  Acute  Venereal  Disease 

1,595 

168 

1,912 

Late  and  Congenital  Syphilis 

113 

65 

501 

Chronic  Gonorrhoea 

52 

35 

319 

Total  Chronic  Venereal  Disease  ... 

165 

100 

820 

Other  Diseases,  including  Soft  Sore,  Septic 

Balanitis,  etc. 

720 

108 

1.103 

Non-Venereal 

675 

55 

889 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  acute  syphilis;  the  number  of  new 
cases  was  411,  compared  with  374  in  1938,  439  in  1937,  and  385 
in  1936.  The  number  of  new  cases  of  syphilis  attending  the  ad  hoc 
centres  is  shown  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1936 

248 

42 

290 

1937 

264 

48 

312 

1938 

224 

41 

265 

1939 

259 

45 

304 
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New  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  were  136,  a further  decrease 
from  141  in  1938  and  177  in  1937.  Congenital  syphilis  in  children 
under  one  year  came  t©  notice  in  39  cases,  the  second  lowest  figure 
on  record. 

In-Patient  Treatment. — The  following  table  shows  admissions  of 
patients  to  the  hospitals  of  the  Local  Authority  and  elsewhere  for  the 
treatment  of  venereal  diseases. 

Showing  Total  Number  of  Patients  Admitted  for  In-Patient 


it  idere  Hospital... 
i:d  Street 

.( i Hospital 

ti  :r  Hospitals 


Totals 


As  already  mentioned,  the  decrease  in  the  admissions  to  hospital 
will  be  noted  (470  last  year). 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  arsenical  treatment  given 
to  cases  of  early  syphilis  who  have  been  dismissed  as  cured  or  who 


have  defaulted  during  the  year. 

Less  than  One  Course  of  " 914  ” ...  ...  ...  95 

One  Course  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Two  Courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Three  Courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Four  or  More  Courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  327 


Incidence  of  Jaundice  during  Treatment. — Observations  were  con- 
tinued during  the  year  on  the  incidence  of  jaundice  in  new  cases 
under  treatment  at  Black  Street  Centre.  It  was  found  that  the 
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19 

8 

2 

6 

— 
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43 

4 

15 

9 

5 

118 

3,552 

30-1 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

309 

103-0 

F. 

— 

7 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

25 

4 

2 

1 

1 

46 

2,227 

48-4 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

9 

18 

2,646 

147-0 

F. 

i 

5 

19 

— 

5 

15 

— 

2 

86 

— 

— 

5 

138 

6,655 

48-2 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

883 

44-2 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

580 

29-0 

8 

31 

31 

2 

35 

42 

2 

70 

94 

17 

10 

21 

363 

16,852 

46-4 
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number  of  cases  suffering  from  jaundice  bad  markedly  decreased, 
only  0- 8 per  cent,  developing  this  complication  out  of  131  acute 
cases  and  2 • 7 per  cent,  out  of  74  late  cases.  This  compares  very 
favourably  with  21-6  per  cent,  found  in  acute  cases  and  5-7  per 
cent,  in  late  cases  in  1937. 

Issue  of  Salvarsan  Substitutes  to  Medical  Practitioners. — Twenty- 
nine  practitioners  received  free  supplies  of  salvarsan  substitutes  for 
the  treatment  of  private  patients.  The  total  number  of  doses  issued 
was  914  compared  with  1,119  in  1938. 

Report  of  the  Nurse  Almoner. — The  nurse  almoner  paid  395 
domiciliary  visits  during  the  year  to  232  patients.  As  the  result 
of  these  visits,  148  patients  resumed  attendance  at  the  clinic. 
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SECTION  IV. 

PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  has  remained  as 
before  and  all  vessels  as  far  as  possible  continue  to  be  boarded 
from  the  station  at  Greenock.  No  alteration  took  place  with  the 
emergence  of  the  war  except  that  the  staff  of  the  Department 
co-operated  in  every  way  with  the  naval  and  military  authorities. 

During  the  year  there  were  1,496  arrivals  from  foreign  ports 
and  510  from  the  Irish  Free  State,  a total  of  2,006  ships.  Of  the 
vessels  from  foreign  ports,  547  came  from  or  called  at  infected  ports, 
204  direct,  and  343  via  a home  port,  the  remaining  949  being  from 
non-infected  ports.  The  tonnage  of  the  1,496  ships  from  foreign 
ports  was  4,710,892  as  compared  with  5,134,540  tons  for  the  1,665 
ships  arriving  during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  vessels 
and  their  crews  arriving  from  foreign  ports  is  given  in  the 
following  table : — 


Number  of  Vessels.  Number  of  Crew. 


Nationality. 

1939. 

1938. 

1939. 

1938. 

British 

1,111 

1,258 

72,032 

82,968 

Norwegian 

108 

117 

3,251 

3,002 

American  ... 

82 

72 

3,780 

2,765 

Danish 

31 

36 

667 

. '817 

Dutch 

30 

33 

594 

592 

Finnish 

24 

25 

521 

555 

Swedish 

23 

31 

495 

602 

German 

22 

39 

492 

676 

French 

14 

6 

371 

159 

Greek 

12 

12 

334 

376 

Esthonian  (9),  Russian  (7),  Latvian  (5), 
Yugo-Slav  (4),  Spanish  (4),  Italian 
(3),  Roumanian  (2),  Polish  (2), 
Panamanian  (2),  and  Egyptian  (1) 

39 

36 

1,113 

1,080 

Total 

1,496 

1 ,665 

83,650 

93,592 

The  above  table  does  not  include  vessels 

arriving 

from 

the  Irish 

Free  State  ports,  which  are  also 

boarded 

by  officers  of 

the  Port 
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Health  Authority  either  at  Greenock  lor  Glasgow.  These  vessels  are 
dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  ships  from  overseas  ports  with 
regard  to  health  and  cargoes. 


The  number  of  ships  arriving  from  foreign  and  Irish  Free  State 
ports  during  the  year  1939  is  given  in  the  following  summary,  together 


with  the  corrsponding 

numbers 

for  the 

previous 

year. 

1939. 

Passen- 

1938. 

Passen- 

From  Infected  Ports — 

Ships. 

Crews. 

gers. 

Ships. 

Crews. 

gers. 

Class  A (Direct) 

204 

15,131 

4,538 

265 

18,232 

4,721 

Class  B (Coastwise) 

343 

27,621 

3,838 

302 

27,740 

3,747 

From  N on-infected  Ports — - 

(Direct  and  Coastwise) 

949 

40,898 

7,469 

1,098 

47,620 

7,928 

Total  from  Foreign  Ports  . 

1,496 

83,650 

15,845 

1 ,665 

93,592 

16,396 

Eire  ... 

510 

569 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  ships  arriving  from 
infected  ports  has  decreased,  204  against  265  in  the  previous  year. 
There  was  on  increase  from  302  to  343  in  ships  arriving  coastwise. 
With  regard  to  the  nationality  of  ships,  British  numbered  1,111  in 
1939  as  against  1,258  in  the  preceding  year. 


Infectious  Diseases — The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  and  other  illnesses  which  occurred  on  board  vessels  arriving 
at  Glasgow  was  225,  compared  with  176  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  cases  dealt  with  at  other  ports  numbered  112  so  'that  the  remain- 
ing 113  were  found  on  arrival.  There  was  no  case  coming  within 
the  group  included  in  the  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  &c.,  Order.  Apart 
from  25  cases  of  illness  of  a non-infectious  nature,  the  largest  group 
of  cases  dealt  with  was  14  of  pneumonia,  nine  of  which  were 
removed  to  hospital,  and  12  cases  of  tuberculosis,  of  which  two 
were  removed  to  hospital  and  ten  allowed  to  proceed  home.  There 
were  also  four  cases  of  dysentery,  two  being  removed  to  hospital 
and  two  sent  home. 
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Total  No. 
of  Cases. 

Cases  dealt 
with  in 
other  Ports. 

Cases 
found  on 
Arrival. 

Cases  sent 
to  Hospital 
in  Glasgow. 

Cases 

sent 

Home. 

Death.. 

Beri-Beri 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chickenpox  ... 

9 

6 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Continued  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

Dengue  Fever 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

3 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Influenza 

12 

2 

10 

1 

9 

— 

Malaria 

25 

21 

4 

4 

— 

1 

Measles 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mumps 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 



1 

_ 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

14 

4 

10 

9 

1 

2 

Phthisis 

12  ' 

9 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Tonsillitis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Trachoma 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Venereal 

41 

15 

26 

3 

23 

— 

Other  Illness 

83 

38 

45 

33 

12 

16 

Accidents 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

225 

112 

113 

62 

51 

22 

Rat  Destruction. — During  the  year  98  Deratisation  Certificates 
and  399  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  were  issued.  Of  the 
ships  deratised  during  the  year  24  were  done  by  S02,  86  by  HCN 
and  6 by  trapping.  Of  the  Exemption  Certificates  25  were  issued 
to  new  vessels  sailing  on  their  maiden  voyage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  classification  of  the 
certificates  granted : — 

Deratisation. 

SO2  HCN.  Trapping.  Exemption.  Total. 
From  Infected  Ports  ...  ...  18  60  6 290  374 

From  Non-Infected  Ports  ...  6 8 0 109  123 

24  68  6 399  497 


Ships  deratised  represented  19 -7  per  cent,  of  the  total  and 
exempted,  80-3,  compared  with  the  respective  figures  of  24-1  and 
75-9  for  tire  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  rats  caught  on  ships 
was  1.954,  while  927  more  were  caught  in  sheds,  stores  and  other 
promises  adjacent  to  the  harbour.  Of  the  total,  2,881,  423  were 
submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  examination  for  plague  infection 
with  negative  results. 
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Nuisances  on  Shipboard. — Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  vessels 
in  the  harbour  numbered  2,314  during  the  year.  The  visits  to 
overseas  steamers  numbered  1,493  and  the  revisits  442,  while  the 
respective  figures  for  oversea  sailing  vessels  were  three  and  four.  In 
addition,  330  coasting  steamers  and  four  sailing  craft  were  examined, 
revisits  being  paid  to  35  of  the  former  and  two  of  the  latter.  Verbal 
warnings  to  Masters  where  nuisances  of  a minor  nature  were  found 
numbered  377  and  77  intimations  and  three  notices  were  served 
where  defects  existed.  Verbal  instructions  re  locking  up  of  water-closet 
accommodation  while  vessels  were  in  port  were  given  to  the  number 
of  225  and  165  notices  were  served. 

The  total  nuisances  discovered  numbered  1,932— in  forecastles, 
rooms,  &c.,  774;  water-closets,  wash-houses,  &c.,  368;  structural 
defects,  335 ; while  general  complaints  were  recorded  in  455  instances. 


Imported  Food  Regulations , 1937. — The  quantity  of  foodstuffs 
imported  direct  during  1939  (not  including  coastwise  or  transshipped 
cargoes)  amounted  to  735,704  tons  4 cwts.  The  following  summary 
gives  particulars  of  foodstuffs  and  the  quantities  found  unfit  and 
which  were  disposed  of  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officers  of  the 
Department. 


Weight.  Weight. 


Article. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Article. 

Cws. 

Qrs. 

Apples 

16 

3 

Grapes  ... 

1 

— 

Barley 

1,360 

— 

Meats  (canned)  ... 

35 

— 

Cereals  ... 

1 

2 

Maize 

360 

— 

Cheese 

— 

2 

Nuts 

1 

1 

Egg- Yolk 

28 

— 

Oranges  ... 

...  28,172 

— 

Egg,  Frozen 

— 

3 

Orange- J uice 

5 

3 

Egg  Albumen  . . . 

3 

— 

Onions  ... 

4,030 

— 

Egg  Powder 

1 

— 

Potatoes 

23 

— 

Flour 

320 

— 

Pork  and  Beans 

1 

— 

Fruits  (canned)  ... 

15 

2 

Pears 

2 

— 

Fruits  (dried) 

4 

— 

Tea 

— 

3 

Ginger  (wet) 

2 

— 

Tomato  Puree  ... 

5 

— 

Gelatine  ... 

28 

2 

Wheat 

4,600 

— 

Foreign  Meat  Regulations. — The  Veterinary  Surgeon  has  reported 
on  the  quantities  of  meat  examined  under  these  Regulations  and 


states  that  the 

following  were 

condemned : — 

Pork  (bags) 

1 

Beef  (bags) 

188 

Pork  (fore-legs)  ... 

4 

Beef  (cuts) 

26 

Pork  (hind-legs) 

6 

Beef  (legs) 

12 

Pork  (middle)  ... 

1 

Veal  (bags) 

i 

Pig  Carcases 

4 

Pig  Heads 

1 

Pork  (sides) 

4 

Sheep 

3 

Pork  (gigots) 

2 

Ox  Kidneys  (boxes) 

12 
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SECTION  V. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  2,227  houses  were  erected  by  the  Corporation, 
mostly  during  the  first  nine  months,  after  which  it  was  not  possible 
to  complete  many  of  the  houses  that  were  still  in  course  of  erection 
when  war  commenced. 

Following  on  the  slowing  down  of  house  building  there  was  con- 
siderable decrease  in  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  uninhabitable 
houses,  and  representations  under  Section  16  of  the  1930  Act  were 
reduced  from  467  in  1938  to  275  in  1939.  This  reduction  is  more 
obvious  when  compared  with  the  figure  of  1,228  for  1937. 

The  restrictions  on  the  erection  of  new  houses  have  not  so  far 
affected  the  results  of  decrowding  operations  as  out  of  the  9,305 
houses  which  have  been  inspected  subsequent  to  the  transfer  of  the 
occupants  to  Corporation  houses  since  the  passing  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1935  only  18-1  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  again 
overcrowded  compared  with  19-2  per  cent,  for  houses  inspected  up 
to  the  end  of  1938. 

The  rehousing  of  tuberculous  families  has  been  even  less 
successful  than  usual  and  although  209  families  have  been  recom- 
mended during  1939  houses  have  been  found  for  only  23  of  them, 
to  which  has  to  be  added  59  families  recommended  in  previous 
years  and  rehoused  in  1939.  Since  the  scheme  came  into  operation 
in  1929  some  3,489  families  have  been  recommended  to  the  City 
Improvements  Department  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  in 
need  of  improved  accommodation  and  1,339  have  been  rehoused. 

The  control  of  sub-letting  by  action  in  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court 
under  Section  86  of  the  Glasgow  Street,  Sewers  and  Buildings 
(Consolidation)  Order  (Confirmation)  Act,  1937,  has  not  proved  as 
successful  as  had  been  hoped,  and  with  the  cessation  of  house- 
building the  position  is  likely  to  become  even  worse. 

Applications  by  tenants  for  certificates  under  the  Rent  and 
Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-23,  during  the  year 
amounted  to  29,  compared  with  35  for  1938.  Of  these,  two  were 
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cancelled,  five  were  refused,  and  22  granted.  11  applications  by 
house  factors  or  owners  for  reports  following  on  the  execution  of 
repairs  were  granted. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  main  aspects  of  housing 
work : — 


Decrowding  Operations. 


Condition  of  Vacated  Houses  since  the  coming  into  force  of 
the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935. 


Size  of  House. 

No.  of 
Houses 
inspected. 

Over- 

crowding 

removed. 

Over- 

crowding 

reduced. 

Over- 

crowding 

unchanged. 

Over- 

crowding 

increased. 

1 

Apartment 

1,880 

1,435 

404 

23 

18 

2 

Apartments 

5,650 

4,633 

698 

138 

181 

3 

Do. 

1,377 

1,221 

85 

21 

50 

4 

Do. 

128 

113 

10 

— 

5 

Total 

9,035 

7,402 

1,197 

182 

254 

81-9% 

13-3% 

2-0% 

2-8% 

Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  Houses  Represented  since  1923  and  Action  Taken. 

Number  of  these  Houses 

Number  of  Houses  represented.  actually  closed  in  each  Year. 


Under 

Under  Closing  Closing 

Slum  and  Slum  and 

Clearance  Demolition  Clearance  Demolition 


Year. 

Schemes 

Orders 

Together. 

Schemes. 

Orders. 

Together. 

1917-1937 

8,635 

8,278 

16,913 

8,545 

7,605 

16,150 

1938 

— 

467 

467 

89 

914 

1,003 

1939 

36 

275 

311 

2 

328 

330 

8,671 

9,020 

17,691 

8,636 

8,847 

17,483 

Houses 

Dealt  with 

UNDER 

Closing 

and  Demolition 

Orders. 

Number  of  Houses. 


Year. 

f No.  of 
Houses 
repre- 
sented. 

Closed. 

Demolished. 

Converted 

to 

Business 

Premises 

Rendered 
Fit  and  Still 

Occupied.  Occupied. 

1924-1930— 

(Under  1925  Act) 

448 

75 

366 

7 

— 

— 

1930— 

(Under  1930  Act) 

127 

34 

85 

— 

8 

— 

1931-1935  ... 

...  6,073 

1,731 

4,217 

43 

43 

39 

1936  

402 

230 

162 

9 

1 

— 

1937  

...  1,228 

303 

911 

14 

— 

— 

1938  

467 

111 

359 

5 

— 

1 

1939  

275 

161 

42 

i 

— 

111 

Totals 

...  9,020 

2,645 

6,142 

79 

52 

151 
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Inspection  of  Rehousing  Schemes. 

(a)  Conditions  as  to  Cleanliness. 

The  nineteen  special  housing  health  visitors  or,  as  they  are 
officially  termed,  “ nurse-inspectors,”  had  under  their  care  14,609 
houses  in  the  various  rehousing  schemes  and  made  66,543  visits  in  all, 
mostly  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  as  from  September 
onwards  they  were  required  for  evacuation  schemes  and  A.R.P.  work. 
The  duties  are  advisory  as  well  as  inspectorial  and  have  a big  and 
important,  human  side,  but  it  is  customary  to  report  from  year  to 
year  the  state  of  cleanliness  of  the  new  houses,  as  well  as  the 
prevention  and  control  of  infestation  by  the  bed  bug  in  which  the 
staff  are  specially  trained. 

Changes  in  tenancy  took  place  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of 
1939  there  were  14,570  houses  in  occupation.  Reports  on  these  houses 
show7  that  10,116  were  “clean,”  4,327  were  “fair,”  and  127  were 
“dirty,”  the  percentages  being  respectitvely  69-4  29-7,  and  0-9  For 
1938  the  percentages  were  much  the  same — <69-0,  30-3,  and  0-7  per 
cent.  These  figures  may  be  taken  to  represent  a cross  section  of  the 
rehoused  families  from  uninhabitable  houses.  New  tenants  in  the 
schemes  numbered  551.  There  were  502  removals,  or  3-4  per  cent, 
of  the  occupancies;  of  the  removals  166  were  evicted  or  left  with  rent 
in  arrears  and  336  left  voluntarily  for  other  houses. 

Although  the  general  percentages  of  “ clean,”  “ fair  ” and  “ dirty  ” 
houses  were  much  the  same  at  the  beginning  and  close  of  the  year, 
a number  of  changes  took  place  in  the  respective  categories.  For 
instance,  “fair”  tenants  numbering  519  had  progressed  sufficiently 
to  be  classed  as  “ clean,”  and  25  “ dirty  ” to  be  grouped  as  “ fan7.”’ 
On  the  other  hand,  413  “clean”  reverted  to  “fair”  and  56  fell  back 
to  the  lowest  category.  The  process  of  improvement  takes  time. 
The  standard  among  'tenants  entering  the  schemes  for  the  first  time 
is  not  as  high  as  the  general  average.  For  the  year  the  proportion 
of  “ clean  ” houses  among  the  entrants  was  58  as  against  the  normal 
70  per  cent. 

Tenants  evicted  from  rehousing  schemes  are  also  those  who  show 
up  least  satisfactorily  in  the  cleanliness  survey.  In  this  group  of  166 
families,  32  per  cent,  of  the  houses  were  “ clean,”  61  per  cent,  “fair,” 
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and  over  6 per  cent,  “dirty.”  Again,  of  the  336  families  who  left 
voluntarily  to  take  up  residence  elsewhere  74  per  cent,  belonged  to 
the  “ clean  ” category. 


(b)  Bug  Infestation. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  which  evidence  of  the  presence  of 
bed  bugs  was  found  was  309,  or  21  per  cent.,  compared  with  3-1 
per  cent,  in  1938.  An  analysis  of  this  figure  shows  that  only  a 
“trace”  of  bed  bugs  was  found  in  79  houses,  or  0-5  per  cent..,  com- 
pared with  T)-9  per  cent,  in  1938.  In  this  group  of  houses  only  old 
hatched  eggs  or  bug  casts,  but  no  living  bugs  or  eggs,  were  found 
in  the  beds  or  furniture,  pictures  or  other  household  belongings.  In 
62  houses,  or  0-4  per  cent.,  compared  with  0-5  per  cent  in  1938,  a 
“ medium  ” degree  of  infestation  was  found,  and  by  this  is  meant 
that  living  bugs  or  eggs  were  found  in  beds,  or  on  furniture,  pictures 
or  other  household  belongings,  but  not  in  the  structure  of  the 
building  itself.  This  condition  is  readily  remedied  by  the  tenants 
by  applying  the  ordinary  methods  of  household  cleansing  under  the 
direction  of  the  nurse- inspectors.  In  168  houses,  or  1-2  per  cent., 
compared  with  1-7  in  1938,  a “serious”  degree  of  infestation  was 
found.  In  these  houses,  living  bugs  or  eggs  or  both  were  found  in 
beds,  on  furniture  or  on  pictures,  and  also  in  the  structures  of  the 
apartments,  such  as  picture  rails,  skirting  and  door  facings.  The 
eradication  of  bugs  in  these  houses  requires  the  co-operation  of  the 
tradesmen  from  the  iMaintenanee  Section  of  the  Housing  Depart- 
ment, whose  procedure  is  to  remove  the  infested  woodwork  from  the 
walls  and  apply  the  blow-lamp  directly  or  a contact  insecticide.  In 
the  great  majority  of  these  houses  infestation  was  detected  at  a 
fairly  early  stage  by  the  nurse-inspectors.  This  is  very  important 
because  it  reduces,  to  a marked  degree,  the  amount  of  interference 
with  -structures,  which  has  to  be  carried  out  by  the  tradesmen.  In 
no  houses  throughout  the  year  was  fumigation  by  a lethal  gas 
adopted. 


The  table  submitted  herewith  shows  the  progress  made  during  the 
past  six  years  in  the  prevention  of  bug  infestation  which  has  fallen 
from  10-7  per  cent,  in  1934,  to  21  per  cent,  in  1939.  It  should  be 
noted  that  serious  infestation  has  fallen  progressively  during  that 
period  from  71  per  cent,  to  1-2  per  cent,  throughout  the  rehousing 
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schemes.  This  progress  is  further  proof  that  'the  preventive  system 
which  has  been  practiced  in  Glasgow  during  the  past  decade  is 
thoroughly  sound,  as  it  depends  for  its  success  upon  the  cleanliness 
of  tenants  and  the  supervision  of  them  by  the  nurse-inspectors  who 
are  specially  trained  in  the  work  of  prevention  of  infestation  by  the 
bed  bug. 

Progress  of  Bug-Infestation  Prevention  in  Rehousing  Schemes. 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  Percentage  of  Total 

Number  of  Bed  Bugs  were  found.  Number  of  Houses 


Year. 

Houses 

Inspected. 

Trace. 

M.I. 

S.I. 

Total. 

Trace. 

M.I. 

S.I. 

Total. 

1934 

8,670 

104 

210 

612 

926 

1-2 

2-4 

7-1 

10-7 

1935 

10,576 

218 

368 

378 

964 

21 

3-5 

3-6 

9-2 

1936 

12,803 

220 

296 

295 

811 

1-7 

2-3 

2-3 

6-3 

1937 

13,676 

253 

165 

304 

722 

1-8 

1-2 

2-2 

5-2 

1938 

14,416 

138 

69 

240 

447 

0-9 

0-5 

1-7 

3-1 

1939 

14,609 

79 

62 

168 

309 

0-5 

0-4 

1-2 

21 

Trace — Trace  of  Bus;s.  M.I. — Medium  Infestation. 


S.I. — Serious  Infestation. 
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SECTION  VI. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

The  specimens  submitted  and  reported  upon  in  1939  numbered 
42,139,  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  being  46,080  The  sources 
of  the  specimens  were  Public  Health  Department  (25,898),  Medical 
Practitioners  (14,402),  and  Other  Local  Authorities  (1,839).  The 
category  “ Medical  Practitioners  ” comprises  private  practitioners 
(the  majority)  and  certain  institutions  in  the  city  other  than  those 
of  the  Corporation. 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year  11,085  swabs  were  examined  for 
the  presence  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus,  and  were  derived  from 
patients,  from  contacts,  and  from  children  as  a preliminary  to 
admission  to  the  Corporation  Country  Homes.  16-6  per  cent  of  the 
suspected  oases  and  3-4  per  cent  of  the  contacts  were  found  positive. 

Biological  and  Cultural  Tests. — During  the  year  265  diphtheria- 
like cultures  were  examined.  207  of  these  proved  to  be  B.  diphtherice 
culturally  and  128  were  biologically  virulent.  45  nasal  and  one 
throat  cultures  were  reported  positive  and  considered  virulent  on 
clinical  grounds.  33  were  non-virulent  diphtheria  cultures,  while 
58  were  proved  by  cultural  means  to  be  corynebacteria  other  than 
B.  diphtherice 

Types  of  Diphtheria  Bacillus. — The  rise  in  the  frequency  of 
occurrence  of  B.  dipththerice  gravis  was  maintained.  Of  over  1,500 
strains  of  B.  diphtherice  examined  during  the  year  42-9  per  cent 
were  of  the  grains  type,  compared  with  37  per  cent  last  year.  The 
monthly  incidence  varied  from  36-6  per  cent,  in  July  to  55-2  per 
cent  in  Janaury.  The  relative  percentages  of  B.  diphtherice  inter- 
medius  and  B.  diphtherice  mitis  were  both  a little  lower  than  last 
year  and  anomalous  strains  were  very  few. 

Enterica  Group. — Examination  of  blood. — Agglutination  tests  for 
the  diagnosis  of  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever  were  done  with  105 
specimens  of  blood  from  104  persons  and  of  these  only  13  gave  a 
positive  result. 

Examinations  of  Excretions The  total  number  of  specimens 
examined  from  cases,  convalescents,  contacts  and  carriers  was  1,091 
(fasces  597 ; urine  494).  The  positive  results  in  the  total  number  of 
specimens  were — 16  for  B.  typhosus  and  117  B.  para.  B. 
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Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning. — Dysentery. — From  65  persons 
the  Flexner  type  of  dysentery  bacillus  was  isolated  and  the  Sonne 
type  from  26  persons.  560  specimens  in  all  were  examined, 
including  contacts  and  repeats  for  clearance.  No  carrier  was 
discovered. 

Food  Poisoning. — With  reference  to  cases  of  illness  50  specimens 
were  submitted  from  42  persons  anid  in  eight  of  these  food-poisoning 
organisms  of  the  Salmonella  group  were  found  to  be  present. 

Shellfish. — From  two  consignments  of  periwinkles  20  individual 
shellfish  were  examined  for  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — Human. — 'Specimens  of  sputum  in  suspected  oases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  examined  as  to  the  presence  of  the 
tubercle  bacillus  for  medical  practitioners  and  for  the  medical  officers 
in  charge  of  the  tuberculosis  dispensaries  in  the  city.  Medical  practi- 
tioners submitted  2,011  specimens,  while  2,350  were  reported  upon 
to  the  Health  Department. 

Other  suspected  materials  such  as  urine,  cerebro-spinal  and  pleural 
fluids,  pus  from  gland  abscesses,  were  reported  upon,  largely  by 
means  of  biological  tests. 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1939 
in  connection  with  venereal  diseases  was  20,410.  This  total  includes 
9,212  specimens  of  blood  and  210  cerebro-spinal  fluids  subjected  to 
the  Wassermann  Test,  and  11,144  specimens  of  blood  to  the  Kahn 
Precipitation  Test.  Many  of  these  specimens  as  occasion  required 
were  examined  by  both  methods  and  were  thus  reported.  The 
Meinicke  Clarification  Test  was  also  employed  as  occasion  required. 
The  total  also  included  774  specimens  of  exudate  for  the  presence 
of  Gonococcus,  53  specimens  of  blood  for  the  Gonococcus  Complement 
Fixation  Test,  and  six  smears  for  Treponema  pallidum.  The  Colloidal 
Gold  Test  was  done  on  11  cerebro-spinal  fluids.  Th  majority  of  the 
Kahn  Tests  were  submitted  by  Corporation  clinics  as  a routine 
procedure.  The  sources  of  the  specimens  for  the  Wassermann  Test 
were  as  follows:  — 


Public  Health  Department  ... 

4,314 

Medical  Practitioners  of  the  City- 

1,014 

Outside  Local  Authorities 

851 

Local  Hospitals  and  Institutions 

2,243 

8,422 


5 


50 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Specimens  of  exudate  from  the  eyes 
of  817  suspected  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  examined  for 
the  Child  Welfare  'Centres,  &c.  Since  repeated  examinations  are 
occasionally  made  to  test  the  results  of  treatment,  the  number  stated 
does  not  correspond  to  the  actual  number  of  cases.  In  18  specimens 
only  was  tire  Gonococcus  found. 

Streptococcal  Ineections. — Search  for  these  organisms  was 
confined  for  the  most  part  to  isolated  sources,  such  as  scarlet  fever 
contacts,  nurses  commencing  training  in  maternity  work,  oases  of 
mastoiditis,  otitis  media,  suspected  puerperal  fever,  &c.  One 
hundred  and  forty-four  examinations  were  made  with  16  positive 
results,  one  of  which  was  a puerperal  case. 

The  sources  of  specimens  were  as  follows : — • 


Scarlet  Fever,  etc. 

Health 

Dept. 

15 

Medical 

Practs. 

25 

Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Hosp. 

10 

Outside 

Authorities. 

7 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

18 

65 

— 

4 

33 

90 

10 

11 

Plague.— During  the  year  426  rats — 219  males,  207  females — were 
examined  for  evidence  of  plague,  with  negative  results.  The  species 
of  rats  examined  were  Mus  decumayius  (166),  Mus  rattus  (125),  Mus 
alexandrinus  (137). 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  samples  tested  biologically  for 
tubercle  bacilli  was  831.  The  city  milk  supply  yielded  6-5  per  cent 
tuberculous  out  of  414  undesignated  samples  and  41  per  cent  tuber- 
culous out  of  73  designated  samples.  All  the  samples  (174)  of  the 
milk  supplies  of  the  hospitals  were  found  to  be  free  from  tubercle 
bacilli,  as  also  were  all  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  schools 
(73)  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  (48). 

The  milk  supplies  of  the  city,  as  well  as  those  supplied  to  Child 
Welfare  Centres  and  schools,  545  samples  in  all,  showed  an  improve- 
ment as  to  amount  of  bacterial  content  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  results  found  with  the  hospital  supplies  (187  samples)  and 
with  graded  milks  (354)  examined  for  the  Health  Department  were 
very  similar  to  those  reported  for  the  year  1938, 
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City  Water  Supply. — 105  samples  from  the  reservoirs  were 
examined  during  the  year  and  showed  no  unusual  departure  from 
the  standards  associated  with  these  water  supplies. 

Public  Baths  Water. — 77  samples  from  22  swimming  ponds  were 
examined  and  reported  to  the  Baths  Department,  thus  providing 
information  upon  the  effects  of  filtration  and  chemical  treatment. 

Biological  Laboratory. — 1,182  biological  tests  were  carried  out 
during  the  year.  These  concerned  determination  of  virulence  of 
of  organisms,  fixing  diagnosis  in  certain  possible  tuberculous  infections 
including  milk  supplies,  &c. 
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SECTION  VII. 

FOOD. 

Food  Infection. — Several  cases  of  illness  following  the  con- 
sumption of  food  were  investigated  during  the  year  but  in  no  instance 
was  any  food  poisoning  organism  detected. 

In  three  instances  where  cases  from  adjacent  counties  were 
receiving  treatment  in  city  hospitals,  a Salmonella  bacillus  of  the 
food  poisoning  group  was  found  in  the  faeces. 

Aerated  Waters. — Investigations  were  carried  out  in  three  cases 
where  sickness  followed  the  drinking  of  aerated  waters.  In  each  of 
these  a slight  odour  of  disinfectant  had  been  noticeable  about  the 
stopper  of  the  bottle,  but  in  one  instance  only  was  a trace  of  phenol 
(a  constituent  of  coal  tar  disinfectant)  found  in  the  remaining  liquid. 
This  however,  was  a quantity  so  small  as  to  be  without  any  toxic 
effect. 

SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
(ADULTERATION)  ACT;  THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
ACTS;  AND  ALLIED  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  ( Adulteration ) Act,  1928. — During  the 
year,  185  different  articles  of  food  and  drugs  were  examined. 
Altogether  1,249  formal  and  3,219  informal,  totalling  4,468,  samples 
were  submitted  for  analysis;  70  (5-60  per  cent.)  of  the  formal  and 
90  (2-80  per  cent.)  of  the  informal  samples  were  reported  as  being 
adulterated.  Proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  course  of  the  year 
in  56  cases  and  54  of  the  number  were  convicted  and  fined.  One  case 
against  a milk  dealer  was  deserted  after  the  conviction  of  the  pro- 
ducer who  had  supplied  the  adulterated  milk.  Another  case  was 
dismissed  by  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  on  payment  of  the  expenses. 
Among  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with,  one  was  a fourth,  one  a 
fifth,  one  a sixth,  and  one  a seventh  offence;  fifteen  were  second 
and  two  were  third  offences.  The  fines  and  expenses  imposed 
totalled  £123  lls. 

Two  infringements  relating  to  the  sale  of  margarine  by  retail 
were  taken  under  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  penalty 
imposed  in  each  case  amounted  to  £2.  These  were  the  only  oases 


53 


dealt  with  under  this  Act.  In  a number  of  instances  warnings  were 
given  ito  traders  regard  mg  the  careful  observation  of  the  wrapping 
and  labelling  of  margarine. 

Abstract  of  Total  Samples  Examined  during  1939. 

Percentage  of 
Percentage  Samples  taken 

Article.  Informal.  Statutory.  adulterated.  in  each  Group 

to  Total. 


Non- 

Non- 

> 

Taken. 

Gen. 

Taken. 

Gen. 

Infor. 

Stat. 

Infor. 

Stat. 

% 

% 

% 

% 

Milk  and  Cream  ... 

Milk  Products  (Butter, 

2,038 

54 

756 

13 

2-65 

1-72 

63-31 

60-53 

Cheese,  etc.) 

Meats  and  Meat  Food 

106 

2 

62 

— 

1-89 

— 

3-29 

4-96 

Products 

112 

11 

205 

52 

9-82 

25-37 

3-48 

16-41 

Cereals,  etc. 

111 

— 

41 

— 

— 

— 

3-45 

3-28 

Spirituous  Liquors 

47 

5 

6 

— 

10-64 

— 

1-46 

0-49 

Drugs 

225 

13 

66 

5 

5-77 

7-58 

6-99 

5-28 

Flavourings  and  Condiments 

84 

— 

28 

— 

— 

— 

2-61 

2-24 

Miscellaneous  Foods,  etc. 

496 

5 

85 

— 

1-01 

— 

15-41 

6-81 

Totals  ... 

3,219 

90 

1,249 

70 

2-80 

5-60 

100  00 

100-00 

Abstract  of  Informal  and  Statutory  Samples  of  Sweet  Milk 
Examined  during  1939. 


Informal.  Statutory. 


~*x 

No. 

Average  per- 

No. 

Average  per- 

No. 

pre- 

centage 

Month. 

No. 

pre- 

centage 

exam- 

sumed 

Composition. 

exam- 

sumed 

Composition. 

iued. 

Gen. 

Non- 

Gen. 

Non- 

Fat. 

Fat. 

Fat. 

Fat. 

% 

% 

% 

% 

178 

6 

3-62 

8-83 

J anuary 

60 

i 

3-61 

8-78 

187 

5 

3-59 

8-84 

February 

64 

2 

3-56 

8-82 

186 

4 

3-61 

8-83 

March 

67 

1 

3-61 

8-82 

179 

6 

3-60 

8-75 

April 

68 

1 

3-62 

8-78 

194 

7 

3-60 

8-71 

May 

72 

3 

3-53 

8-70 

164 

— 

3-60 

8-80 

June 

59 

— 

3-50 

8-77 

155 

4 

3-50 

8-72 

July 

60 

2 

3-49 

8-69 

148 

5 

3-63 

8-69 

August 

50 

1 

3-61 

8-68 

114 

5 

3-74 

8-76 

September 

36 

— 

3-72 

8-76 

163 

5 

3-79 

8-86 

October 

68 

— 

3-74 

8-85 

146 

4 

3-77 

8-81 

November 

70 

1 

3-86 

8-82 

157 

3 

3-71 

8-80 

December 

71 

1 

3-72 

8-81 

Percen- 

Average  percentage 

Percen- 

Average  percentage 

Total 

tage  pre- 

for 

year. 

Total 

tage  pre- 

for 

year. 

No. 

sumed 

No. 

sumed 

exam- 

Non- 

Non- 

exam- 

Non- 

Non- 

ined. 

Gen. 

Fat. 

Fat. 

ined. 

Gen. 

Fat. 

Fat. 

1,971 

2-74 

3-65 

8-78 

745 

1-74 

3-64 

8-77 
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Milk  ( Special  Designations ) Orders  (Scotland),  1936  to  1938. — 
Producers  in  the  city  have  not  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
premiums  paid  through  the  medium  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
for  the  producdtion  of  quality  milk.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
Standard  licences  granted  were  more  than  double  the  number  for 
the  previous  year.  Of  59  producers,  21  have  Standard  licences.  The 
greater  care  which  must  be  exercised  in  ithe  production  of  this  milk 
has  been  generally  well  observed,  and  all  alterations  required  have 
been  carried  out.  In  addition,  there  are  three  producers  with 
Tuberculin  Tested  licences,  two  of  which  are  in  respect  of  Corporation 
herds. 


Certified — 

1939 

1938 

1937 

Producers 

— 

— 

— 

Dealers  

...  247 

271 

241 

Total  Average  Daily  Sales  (Gallons) 

...  298 

406 

251 

Tuberculin  Tested — 

Producers  

3 

4 

1 

Bottling  Establishments  

7 

7 

6 

Dealers 

...  427 

445 

399 

Total  Average  Daily  Sales  (Gallons) 

...  *2,445 

$2,785 

$2,073 

Standard — 

Producers 

21 

10 

-- 

Bottling  Establishments 

— 

' — 

Dealers 

— 

— • 

— 

Total  Average  Daily  Sales  (Gallons) 

...  1,402 

658 

— 

Pasteurised — 

Pasteurising  Establishments 

7 

6 

6 

Dealers  .« 

...  328 

261 

233 

Total  Average  Daily  Sales  (Gallons)  ...  19,145  15,125 

Includes  *1,348  gallons  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 
„ f 1,1 74  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

„ 1 1 ,083  „ Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

10,574 

Note. — The  quantities  shown  in  the  table  do  not  include  supplies  to  institutions  or 
milk  of  pasteurised  standard  not  sold  under  that  designation. 

Samples  of  the  toregoing  taken  during  the  year  numbered  391. 
All  were  submitted  to  the  City  Bacteriologist  and  the  City  Analyst 
for  examination  regarding  their  conformity  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Orders.  In  the  following  table  the  results  are  set  out  in 
detail : — 
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The  table  shows  that  85-68  of  the  samples  examined  were  in 
compliance  with  the  standards  required,  as  compared  with  79-94 
per  cent,  last  year,  and  shows  some  improvement.  Regarding  milk 
fat,  99-23  per  cent,  of  the  samples  conformed,  which  is  an  increase 
from  last  year’s  figure  of  81-64  per  cent,  and  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  reduction  of  the  standard  for  milk  fat  from  3-5  to  3 per  cent. 

Examination  of  Ordinary  Market  Milk  for  the  Presence  of 
Tubercle. — The  greater  part  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  city  may  be 
termed  ordinary  milk,  that  is,  milk  for  which  no  premiums  are  paid 
to  producers  for  its  production.  Of  late  years,  large  quantities  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  surplus  to  demand,  together  with  a rapidly 
increasing  amount  of  Standard  milk,  are  being  bulked  with  this 
ordinary  milk.  It  is  hoped  as  the  result  of  the  quality  premiums 
that  ordinary  or  unclassed  milk  will  ultimately  disappear  from  the 
market.  Sampling  continues  throughout  each  year,  and  the  samples 
obtained  at  the  city  dairies  on  arrival  of  the  milk  are  submitted 
for  biological  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle.  310  samples 
were  examined  in  the  city  laboratory  during  the  year,  and  29  of 
these  were  found  to  be  tuberculous.  This  shows  a percentage  of  9-39 
as  against  a percentage  of  5-13  in  the  previous  year.  Such  a marked 
increase  is  -disappointing  considering  that  the  number  of  samples 
taken  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  should  tend  to  lower  the  percentage. 
As  a result  of  this  work,  many  cows  have  been  slaughtered,  com- 
pensation being  paid  in  terms  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  The 
following  table  shows  the  figures  for  the  year,  along  with  those  of  the 
two  years  previous,  and  shows  also  the  county  in  which  the  milk 
was  produced:  — 


Samples  of  Producers’  Supplies  Examined  for  the  Presence  of 

Tubercle. 

1939  1938  1937 


County. 

No. 

Examined 

No.  Tuber- 
culous. 

No. 

Examined. 

No.  Tuber- 
culous. 

No. 

Examined. 

No.  Tuber- 
culous. 

Ayr  

156 

n 

103 

4 

178 

14 

Bute  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

1 

Dunbarton  . . . 

13 

— 

10 

2 

11 

1 

Glasgow 

4 

— 

10 

1 

4 

— 

Lanark 

74 

7 

111 

6 

77 

9 

Perth  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Renfrew 

40 

7 

67 

3 

31 

1 

Stirling 

21 

3 

11 

— 

3 

— 

310  29  312  16  318  26 


Totals 


Bacterial  Counts  of  Ordinary  Market  Milk  supplied  to  the  City. — 
In  addition  to  being  examined  for  tubercle  the  foregoing  samples 
were  examined  for  the  number  of  bacteria  present  and  for  coliform 
bacillus.  The  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

Bacterial  Counts  of  Ordinary  Market  Milk  Supplied  to  the  City. 


Average  number  of  Bacteria  per  ml. 

Coliforms  in 
1/100  ml. 
(2  days). 

Number 

examined. 

Under 

100,000 

100,000 

to 

200,000 

200,000 

to 

500,000 

500,000 

to 

1,000,000 

Over 

1,000,000 

310 

213 

30 

35 

6 

26 

221 

Viewed  from  the  number  of  bacteria  found,  133  (62-44  per  cent.) 
I of  the  213  samples  with  less  than  100,000  bacteria  per  millilitre 
were  of  Certified  quality,  compared  with  90  (50-56  per  cent.)  of  the 
178  with  less  than  100,000  in  1938.  243  (78-39  per  cent.)  of  the 

total  number  of  samples  taken  were  equal  to  Tuberculin  Tested 
quality,  compared  with  214  (68-59  per  cent.)  in  1938.  Coliforms 
were  absent  in  221  samples  (67-7  per  cent.),  compared  with  199 
(63-7  per  cent.)  in  1938.  The  foregoing  figures  show  an  all  round 
improvement  from  last  year.  307  samples  were  also  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis,  25  were  found  to  be  low  in  non-fatty  solids,  and 
one  was  found  deficient  in  milk  fat.  The  average  fat  and  non-fat 
content  of  the  samples  was  3-73  and  8-74  per  cent  respectively 

Milk  to  School  Children. — The  supply  of  milk  to  school  children 
was  continued  this  year,  but  was  terminated  by  the  closing  of  the 
city  schools  owing  to  the  national  emergency.  The  quantity  supplied 
for  the  six  months  ending  30th  June  showed  no  falling  off  when  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  The  milk 
I pared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  The  milk  is 
chiefly  of  tuberculin  tested  quality  pasteurised  and  contractors  under 
tuberculin  tested  milk  for  the  school  supply.  Each  contractor  has  a 
1 Pasteuriser’s  licence  in  respect  of  his  dairy  plant  and  establishment. 
Samples  are  taken  at  the  schools  and  examined  by  he  City 
Bacteriologist  and  the  City  Analyst.  A table  giving  a summary  of 
the  results  follows. 

School  Milk,  1939. 


4> 

C 

1 

e 

-5  . 
e 

Bacteria  per  millilitre. 

3 

O 

u 

0) 

Bat  and  Non-Fat  Solids. 

4> 

V ° 

H 

Average 

© 

Highest. 

Lowest 

Average. 

Highest  Lowest  of  all 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Sample.  Sample.  Samples 

f Fat 

Solids 

4-10 

3-00  3-61 

78 

8 

504,000 

100 

21,383 

♦None 

| Non-Fat 

[ Solids 

9-17 

8-40  8-74 

* 14  samples  were  not  examined  biologically. 


58 


Agricultural  Produce  ( Grading  and  Marking)  {Eggs)  ( Scotland ) 
Regulations,  1929. — The  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  these  Regulations  total  six,  showing  no  change  from 
last  year.  All  of  these  consist  of  cold  stores.  There  is  no  gas  storage 
of  eggs  in  the  city. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1926. — In  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
year,  12  infringements  were  discovered  of  the  Orders,  the  most  serious 
of  which  was  the  removal  of  the  indication  of  origin  from  imported 
eggs-  These  eggs  were  being  sold  by  an  agent  who  travelled  from 
houses  to  house.  He  stated  to  his  customers  that  the  eggs  were 
from  a certain  farm  in  Ayrshire.  A plea  of  not  guilty  was  tendered 
to  the  charge,  but  after  examination  of  the  witnesses  the  accused 
was  found  guilty  and  fined  £2.  Pleas  of  guilty  were  tendered  in  all 
the  remaining  cases.  The  total  fines  imposed  amounted  to  £12. 


Dairies—  Dairies  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered 
1,728  compared  with  1,769  last  year,  a decrease  of  41.  This  number 
is  made  up  as  follows: — 59  producers,  24  wholesalers,  61  wholesale 
and  retail  dealers,  804  retailers  of  loose  milk,  750  retailers  of  bottled 
milk  only,  and  30  carts  from  without  the  district.  19,370  inspections 
were  made  of  dairies  during  the  year,  and  39  contraventions  were 
discovered  and  dealt  with.  In  29  instances  repairs  and  alterations 
were  carried  out  as  requested-  In  three  instances  fines  amounting 
to  £6  were  imposed  on  persons  who  failed  to  apply  for  and  obtain 
registration  as  dairymen.  For  applying  a false  designation  to  milk, 
a dairyman  was  fined  £1  under  the  terms  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922. 


Efficiency  of  Milk  Bottle  Washing. — For  examination  as  to  their 
sterility,  32  bottles,  washed  and  ready  for  filling  with  milk,  were 
taken  at  random  from  dairy  premises.  Twenty  of  these  bottles  were 
reported  upon  by  the  Bacteriologist  to  have  been  satisfactorily 
washed,  16  of  the  number  being  sterile.  Ten  bottles  had  bacteria 
counts  which  varied  from  1,290  to  21,000  organisms  per  bottle, 
and  in  the  remaining  two  bottles  the  organisms  were  uncountable. 
In  connection  with  a standard  of  cleanliness  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  U.S.  Ordnance  and  Code  fixes  a maximum  of  600  organisms 
per  pint  bottle.  In  cases  where  cleanliness  was  unsatisfactory, 
offenders  were  communicated  with  and  required  to  exercise  greater 


59 


oar©.  The  machines  and  methods  used  in  washing  were  the  soaker- 
sprayer  and  the  jet  type  machines  and  rotary  and  hand  brushes. 
The  soaker- sprayer  and  the  jet  type  of  bottle  washing  machine 
showed  the  best  results,  while  rotary  and  hand  brushes  were  poorer. 

Byres — Sixty-nine  byres  in  the  city  are  occupied  by  the  herds 
of  59  producers,  a decrease  of  two  in  the  number  of  producers  from 
last  year’s  total.  502  inspections  were  made  of  these  byres  and 
with  one  exception  to  be  referred  to  later,  little  fault  was  found 
regarding  the  manner  in  which  they  were  kept.  In  six  instances 
repairs  were  carried  out  as  requested,  and  in  four  instances  con- 
traventions of  the  bye-laws  were  discovered.  One  of  these  contra- 
ventions was  dealt  with  in  court,  the  offender  being  fined  £2  for 
failing  to  keep  the  byre  and  dairy  premises  in  a clean  and  proper 
condition.  There  is  now  a marked  improvement  in  the  manner  in 
which  these  premises  are  being  kept.  Accommodation  is  provided 
for  1,746  cows  in  the  byres,  and  the  average  number  kept  is  1,626. 
One  producer  only  is  without  grazing  facilities  for  his  cows. 

Exempted  Persons. — In  the  city  there  are  four  instances  where 
persons  keep  cows  for  their  own  use,  the  number  kept  being  eight. 
In  addition,  the  Public  Health  Department  have  two  herds  within 
the  city  of  approxmately  209  cows.  This  milk  is  produced  for  use  in 
Corporation  institutions  only.  All  these  byres  were  supervised 
regularly  and  found  to  be  kept  in  good  condition. 

Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) Order,  1934. — For  selling  skimmed 
milk  from  unlabelled  vessels,  two  persons  were  each  fined  £1.  Other 
offences  consisted  of  consigning  milk  by  common  carriers  in  unlabelled 
and  unsealed  vessels.  Where  such  offences  were  being  committed 
by  city  producers,  warnings  were  given,  and  where  an  offender  was 
from  without  the  city  the  matter  was  reported  to  the  authority 
concerned. 

Ice  Cream  Shops. — Dealers  in  ice  cream  are  required  to  register 
with  the  Local  Authority.  At  present  the  number  on  the  register 
is  502,  a decrease  of  26  from  last  year’s  figure.  During  the  year, 
6,342  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  as  a result  of  which  10 
contraventions  were  found  and  remedied.  Repairs  and  alterations 
were  effected  in  seven  instances.  One  dealer  was  fined  £2  for  carrying 
out  sweeping  operations  in  premises  where  milk  intended  to  be  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  was  exposed  in  open  vessels. 
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The  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

Details  of  Samples,  &c.,  in  which  Proceedings  were  instituted  during  1939. 


No.  of 
Complaints. 

1 


6 

4 
36 

2 

5 
1 

56 


Nature  of  Sample  and  Alleged  Offence. 

Margarine — Failing  to  attach  the  statutory  label  when  exposed 
for  sale  by  retail 

Margarine — Selling  by  retail  in  other  than  the  statutory 
wrapper 

Milk  [Sweet) — Deficient  in  milk  fat 

Milk  (Sweet) — Deficient  in  solids  other  than  fat 

Mince — Contained  preservative  during  proscribed  period 

Mince — Contained  an  excess  of  preservative  during  permitted 
period 

Sausages — Contained  an  excess  of  preservative 

Refusing  to  sell  to  a sampling  officer 


Amount 
of  Fines 
Imposed. 

£2  0 0 


2 

23 

4 


64  15 

3 15 
20  10 
2 0 


£122  10  0 


Convictions  were  obtained  in  all  cases  except  two  : — Sweet  milk — deficient  in  solids 

other  than  fat. 


Abstract  of  Proceedings  under  other  than  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act  during  1939. 

Number  of  complaints  shown  in  parentheses. 

Act,  Order,  etc.,  and  Nature  of  Alleged  Offence. 

Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) Act,  1914 — 

F'ailing  to  register  as  a dairyman  (3). 

Milk  and  Dairies  ( Amendment ) Act,  1922 — 

Applying  a false  designation  to  milk  (1). 

Milk  and  Dairies  ( Scotland ) Order,  1934 — 

Selling  skimmed  milk  from  an  unlabelled  vessel  (2). 

Dairy  Byelaws — 

F'ailing  to  keep  the  byre  and  dairy  premises  in  a clean  condition  (1)  ; 
Sweeping  the  floor  of  a dairy  where  milk  was  exposed  in  uncovered 
vessels  (1). 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts  and  Orders — 

Imported  Raw  Tomatoes  : failing  to  label  with  an  indication  of  origin  (6)  ; 
Imported  Butter  : failing  to  label  with  an  indication  of  origin  (4)  ; 
Imported  Fresh  Apples  : failing  to  label  with  an  indication  of  origin  (1); 
Removing  an  indication  of  origin  from  imported  eggs  (1). 

Convictions  were  obtained  in  all  cases. 
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SECTION  VIII. 


AIR  PURIFICATION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT- 


In  common  with  those  local  authorities  where  organised  control 
of  industrial  smoke  emission  is  carried  out,  normal  progress  was 
maintained  within  the  city  so  far  as  administration  and  technical 
work  is  concerned  until  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  It  has  to  be 
reported,  however,  that  during  the  past  year  at  least  two  major 
factors  have  militated  against  the  maintenance  of  the  previous 
standards  of  smoke  emission.  These  can  be  referred  to  under  two 
headings. 

Firstly,  the  speed  up  in  industry  in  general  and  in  the  heavier 
industries  in  particular  has  resulted  in  much  disturbance  of  ordinary 
fuel  supplies  and  has  involved  advancing  costs  and  control  of  types, 
grades  and  qualities  in  most  areas.  As  a result  a state  of  affairs 
which  was  noted  and  commented  upon  in  last  year’s  annual  report  was 
accentuated,  i.e.,  the  recourse  by  many  plant  users  to  lower  and 
cheaper  grades  of  fuel  than  were  formerly  used  and  in  very  many 
instances  types  have  been  adopted  which  are  entirely  unsuited  to 
the  particular  plants  involved.  This  factor  is  being  reiterated  because 
it  is  of  primary  importance  in  the  smoke  abatement  field  and  is, 
indeed,  a basic  cause  of  excessive  smoke  emission. 

Secondly,  the  load  conditions  of  most  process,  furnace  and  steam 
boiler  plants  have  increased  and  in  many  cases  such  plants  are 
working  on  a partial  or  continuous  overload.  No  single  condition  is 
so  productive  of  smoke  nor  is  less  amenable  to  control  within 
acceptable  limits  than  that  of  overloading. 

In  consequence  of  these  two  conditions  obtaining  to  a degree 
not  formerly  the  case  the  increase  in  smoke  emission  has  been  most 
noticeable  and  particularly  so  from  smaller  hand  stoked  units  which 
are  by  far  in  the  majority.  In  an  area  such  as  Glasgow  where 
specialised  control  is  exercised  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the 
smoke  inspectors  is  being  utilised  and  applied  in  an  intensive  way 
to  try  to  combat  the  conditions  existing  and  to  keep  the  smoke 
emission  within  the  minimum  limits. 
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Summary  of  Work  done. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the 
observation  and  inspection  work,  &c.,  carried  out  by  the  staff  during 
the  year  of  all  chimneys  (other  than  domestic)  and  the  accompanying 


plants. 

Number  of  Observations  of  Chimneys,...  ...  ...  ...  25,141 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Steam  Boilers  and  other  Furnaces,  787 
Number  of  Intimations  of  Excess  Smoke  given,  ...  ...  294 

Number  of  Initial  Warning  Notices  served,  ...  ...  ...  14 


In  connection  with  the  above  it  should  be  noted  that  at  the 
outbreak  of  War  several  of  the  inspectors  were  seconded  to  A.R.P. 
ambulance  transport  work  being  particularly  suited  for  these 
duties  on  account  of  their  mechanical  knowledge.  In  consequence 
they  were  not  available  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  for 
smoke  abatement  work  and  the  numbers  given  under  the  various 
headings  are  lower  than  are  usually  recorded.  Owing  to  the  necessity 
for  intensive  control  two  of  the  inspectors  returned  to  their  normal 
duties  in  the  early  months  of  1940. 

Plant  Improvements  during  1939. — In  spite  of  the  exacting  trade 
conditions  it  is  possible  to  record  a further  increase  in  improvements 
this  year.  Glasgow  comprehends  a very  wide  area  and  with  the 
restricted  staff  conditions  which  existed  it  is  possible  that  other 
improvements  have  taken  place  in  addition  to  those  which  were 
observed.  Any  others  of  course  will  be  -cheked  upon  in  due  course. 

Prosecutions. — -During  1939  a total  of  14  prosecutions  were  taken 
against  recurring  offenders  for  the  issue  of  excessive  smoke  from 
the  chimneys  connected  with  the  plant  used  by  them.  These  cases 
being  of  a technical  nature  are  taken  before  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  in  the  Central  Police  Court'.  Included  in  the  above  are 
two  prosecutions  taken  in  respect  of  excessive  -smoke  from  steam 
wagons  -on  the  streets.  These  were  at  the  instance  of  the 
traffic  police.  Of  the  prosecutions  taken,  in  one  instance,  the  case 
was  continued  and  the  decision  was  not  given  during  the  scope  of 
the  present  year’s  work.  In  all  other  cases  convictions  were 
recorded,  the  total  fines  amounting  to  £14.  Nine  complaints  were 
in  respect  of  first  offences,  the  average  fine  being  £1  Is.  Id.;  four 
were  in  respect  of  second  offences,  the  average  fine  being  £1  2s.  6.  In 
each  case  the  respondents  had  been  warned  previously  regarding  the 
excessive  emission  of  smoke  from  the  chimneys  complained  of.  In 
a number  -of  instances  several  warnings  had  been  given.  It  will  be 
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noted  that  the  actual  ratio  of  warnings  to  prosecutions  is  21  to  1, 
| clearly  indicating  that  the  amicable  removal  of  a nuisance  is  more 
desirable  to  this  Department  than  a successful  prosecution  and  that 
it  is  only  when  it  appears  that  reasonable  warning  is  being  ignored 
| that  legal  action  is  taken. 

Complaints  Investigated. — The  investigation  of  complaints  lias 
always  been  an  important  aspect  of  the  inspectors’  duties  and  has 
' been  the  subject  of  detailed  report,  in  past  years.  The  past  year’s 
. experience  has  been  no  exception  and  a considerable  part  of  the 
inspectors’  time  was  devoted  to  this  work.  The  causes  of  many 
l complaints  are  expeditiously  removed  while  others  again  are  not  60 
amenable  to  immediate  solution  but  in  the  big  majority  of  com- 
plaints dealt  with  satisfactory  remedial  measures  were  found. 

Soot  Collecting  Gauges. — The  monthly  soot  and  dust  fall  recordings 
from  the  five  precipitation  gauges  throughout  the  city  continued  with- 
out interruption  and  the  following  summarises  the  information  which 
is  usually  published  in  detail. 


Deposit  of  each  Element  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 


FOR 

1938  AND 

1939. 

Tons  per  Square  Mile. 

1938. 

1939. 

Insoluble  Matter — 

Tar  

3-26 

3-19 

Carbonaceous  other  than  Tar 

37-77 

42-25 

Ash 

83-86 

93-98 

Total  Insoluble  Matter  ... 

124-89 

139-42 

Soluble  Matter — 

Loss  on  Ignition  ... 

55-16 

39-71 

Ash 

70-27 

52-93 

Total  Soluble  Matter 

125-42 

92-64 

Total  Solids  

250-32 

232-06 

Rainfall  in  Millimetres 

1,113-63 

893-26 

Classes  in  Smoke  Abatement  and  Boiler  House  Practice. — 
Education  in  air  purification  administration  has  always  been  con- 
sidered by  'Glasgow  as  a very  important  aspect  of  the  work  and  in  con- 
tinuance of  this  policy  the  technical  classes  for  instruction  of  stokers, 
boiler  attendants,  engineers,  &c.,  were  continued  during  the  past 
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winter  session.  The  marked  success  of  these  classes  over  a long  period 
of  years  has  been  rather  phenomenal  and  had  the  war  not  intervened 
and  upset  the  normal  arrangements  which  had  already  been  made 
for  this  year’s  work  the  numerical  success  would  have  been  main- 
tained without  a doubt.  These  classes  are  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Scottish  Branch  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  in 
collaboration  with  this  Department  of  the  Corporation. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  usual  two  classes,  ordinary 
and  advanced,  to  be  carried  on.  This  was  altered  and  instead  a single 
course  consisting  of  fourteen  weekly  lectures  of  1^  hours  each  was 
held  in  place  of  the  total  of  24  of  1 hour  each.  The  scope  of  the 
lecture  was  up  to  the  advanced  class  standard  although  a number 
of  the  men  were  attending  for  the  first  time.  The  total  enrolment 
was  50,  just  half  the  number  of  a normal  course  and  the  attendance 
was  68-2  per  cent.  During  the  session  a number  of  men  were  called 
up  for  military  service.  The  written  examination  was  held  on 
Saturday,  the  9th  March.  25  men  came  forward,  17  taking  the 
advanced  and  8 the  ordinary  examination.  Merit  certificates  of 
competency  are  gained  by  those  having  65  per  cent,  in  the  ordinary 
and  70  per  cent,  in  the  advanced  examination,  only  bon-fide  stokers 
or  boiler  attendants  attaining  70  marks  or  over  being  eligible  for 
compete  for  the  three  prizes  allocated  to  each  class.  13  men  in  the 
advanced  and  four  men  in  the  ordinary  gained  merit  certificates 
In  addition  Councillor  Munro  again  gave  a technical  book  prize 
to  the  highest  eligible  candidate  of  the  ordinary  and  advanced 
standards  who  is  employed  in  any  of  the  Corporation  Departments 
and  who  was  not  already  a prize-winner.  During  April  two  refresher 
lectures  of  two  hours  each  were  given  to  the  eight  candidates  from 
the  classes  going  forward  to  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute 
Examination  in  boiler  house  practice.  The  annual  social  meeting  of 
the  branch  was  held  during  May  when  the  certificates  and  prizes 
were  distributed. 


SECTION  IX. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  OPERATIONS. 


In  view  of  the  abnormal  circumstances  at  the  present  time,  it 
has  been  decided  not  to  publish  the  usual  Divisional  Reports 
and  the  tables  giving  details  of  general  sanitary  operations,  and  to 
limit  this  section  to  matters  of  outstanding  interest. 

The  work  of  sanitary  inspection  and  supervision  was  carried  on 
under  considerable  difficulty.  All  the  inspectors  had  been  trained 
in  Air  Raid  Precaution  duties  and  on  the  outbreak  of  war  almost 
the  entire  staff  was  immedately  taken  over  to  man  the  First  Aid 
Posts  and  Report  Centres  until  a staff  could  be  organised  and  trained 
for  this  work.  However,  no  part  of  the  work  of  the  Department 
was  entirely  neglected;  714,936  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and 
53,069  nuisances  under  Public  Health  Statutes  and  local  Police  Acts 
and  Regulations  were  removed  or  remedied. 

Although  it  has  been  decided  to  omit  details  of  work,  it  may  be 
appropriate  to  indicate  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place  during 
the  past  decade. 
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In  post  war  years  the  Corporation  have  erected  14,643  houses  for 
rehousing  purposes  in  the  process  of  slum  clearances  and  the  following 
table  might  be  taken  to  illustrate  the  good  results  of  this  work. 


Nuisances. 

1930. 

1939. 

+ or  - 

Removed  or  remedied 

61,435 

53,069 

-8,366 

Choked  Drains  and  Pipes 

21,871 

20,861 

-1,010 

Sanitary  Fittings  defective  or 
choked 

6,526 

3,257 

-3,269 

Dirty  Houses  and  Bedding 

2,080 

554 

-1,526 

Disinfestation  and  cleansing  can  only  be  accomplished  by  regular 
and  persistent  supervision  and  inspection.  Apart  from,  and  in 
addition  to,  the  clinical  work  carried  on  under  the  Education  Act, 
the  Nurse  Inspectors,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Glasgow  Corpor- 
ation (Police)  Order,  1904,  visit  the  elementary  schools  in  the  city 
and  examine  all  children  suspected  to  be  in  a verminous  condition. 
This  work  is  followed  up  by  visitation  to  the  homes  of  children 
found  verminous  or  in  a dirty  condition.  Where  regular  visits  are 
made  to  schools  and  homes,  their  is  great  improvement  in  80  per 
cent,  of  the  children.  Of  the  other  20  per  cent,  the  improvement 
is  not  of  a continued  nature,  in  many  cases  the  children  being  absent 
from  school  when  the  nurse  is  seen  to  be  visiting.  Should  a visit 
be  missed  at  a school  during  a month  for  any  reason,  on  the  next 
visit  the  number  of  infected  cases  and  home  visits  are  greatly 
increased.  On  the  first  visit  after  a long  holiday  there  is  always 
evidence  of  carelessness  during  that  time,  but  in  most  cases  a good 
attempt  has  been  made  to  have  the  children  cleaned  before  school 
reopens. 


The  hurried  evacuation  of  September  was  carried  out  at  an  un- 
fortunate moment.  The  schools  had  been  closed  for  holidays 
throughout  the  preceding  two  months  so  that  the  periodical 
examination  by  the  Nurse  Inspectors  had  been  suspended;  home 
supervision  in  many  cases  would  be  lax  during  that  time.  The 
following  table  demonstrates  these  points  and  incidently  shows  the 
importance  of  regular  inspection  and  supervision. 
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Military  Camps  and  Billets — Co-operation  of  Civil  with  Navy, 
Army  and  Air  Force  Authorities  in  Sanitary  Matters. — During  the 
concluding  months  of  the  year,  the  inspection  of  camps  and  billets 
throughout  the  city  was  carried  out  in  collaboration  with  the  Services 
and  in  terms  of  D.P.  Circular  No.  1 issued  by  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland  under  date  31st  August,  1939.  The  general 
sanitary  condition  of  quarters,  as  well  as  other  cognate  matters 
affecting  the  health  of  the  Forces,  received  careful  attention.  Over 
the  period  502  visits  of  inspection  were  recorded.  As  a result,  the 
number  of  improvements  effected  were: — billets  cleansed  10;  over- 
crowding discontinued  4 ; light  and  ventilation  improved  1 ; sanitary 
conveniences  and  water  supply  provided  2 ; choked  and  defective 
sanitary  conveniences  cleared  and  repaired  5 ; and  other  nuisances 
remedied  23. 

The  sanitary  services  of  the  city  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Forces 
and  advantage  was  taken  of  these,  especially  in  the  removal  of 
refuse  and  the  disinfection  of  bedding.  In  the  latter  connection, 
it  is  noteworthy  that  44,454  articles  of  bedding  were  dealt  with  by 
the  disinfecting  stations,  which,  on  occasion,  disposed  of  500  articles 
in  a single  day  in  addition  to  their  normal  activities. 

As  showing  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Local  Authority  was  well 
received  by  the  Services,  the  following  is  a quotation  from  a letter 
addressed  to  one  of  the  divisional  sanitary  inspectors  by  a Com- 
manding Officer: — “Your  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  comfort 
of  my  men  and  looking  after  the  sanitation  of  their  billets  is  much 
appreciated;  also  the  extension  of  facilities  for  bathing.” 

Tents,  Vans,  dec.,  used  for  Human  Habitation. — The  Glasgow 
Corporation  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1929,  Section  33,  gives  the 
Local  Authority  power  to  accept  or  reject  application  for  the  use  of 
sites  intended  to  be  used  for  parking  inhabited  vans,  &c.,  and  if 
consent  is  given,  it  is  for  such  a period  and  on  such  conditions 
as  they  think  fit  to  impose.  Some  relaxation  is  given,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  showmen  who  may  occupy  ground  with  their  living 
vans  for  a period  of  six  months  without  the  consent  of  the 
Corporation. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  the  Showmen’s  Guild 
of  Great  Britain  represented  to  this  Department  that  the  Act  and 
the  Byelaws  made  thereunder  acted  somewhat  harshly  on  showmen 
in  general,  particularly  under  war  conditons,  as  many  of  them  were 


unable  to  pursue  their  ordinary  vocation  and  are  engaging  in  other 
work  of  national  importance.  The  President  of  the  Guild  suggested 
that  an  extension  of  the  time  limit  of  six  months,  during  which 

! showmen  are  allowed  to  occupy  premises  without  the  consent  of 
the  Corporation,  should  be  granted.  After  careful  consideration  it 
was  agreed  that  showmen  who  intended  to  live  in  vans  within  the 
city  for  more  than  six  months  should  apply  in  accordance  with  the 
Act,  for  the  permission  of  the  Local  Authority  to  do  so.  By  so  doing, 
each  application  would  then  be  considered  on  its  merits  and  such 
consent  would  be  given  for  such  period  and  on  such  conditions  as 
the  Corporation  think  fit. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  legal  power  obtained  by  the 
Corporation  to  deal  with  this  subject  was  very  necessary  10  years 
ago  to  remove  the  primitive  conditions  under  which  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  van  population  then  lived,  and  that  legal  power  is  as 
necessary  to-day  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  past  conditions. 

The  Government  have  recognised  the  danger  to  public  health  that 
might,  arise  from  colonies  of  van  dwellers  living  for  long  periods  on 
the  same  sites  and  where  there  might  be  an  absence  of  proper 
sanitary  arrangments.  Having  such  conditions  in  view  they  in- 
cluded a section  in  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935,  by  which  the 
Local  Authority  may  exercise  their  powers  in  terms  of  Parts  1 and  2 
of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  in  respect  of  any  hut,  tent, 
caravan  or  other  temporary  or  movable  form  of  shelter  if  it  has 
been  on  the  same  site  for  a period  of  two  years. 

The  principal  parking  place  for  showmen’s  vans  is  at  843 

IGallowgate.  The  ground  is  very  well  suited  for  the  purpose,  being 
situated  within  an  enclosure  and  reasonably  distant  from  dwelling- 
houses.  There  is  a plentiful  supply  of  water  direct  from  the  main 
supply  and  ample  water-closet  accommodation  for  the  separate  use 
of  the  sexes.  The  ground  is  drained  to  remove  any  surface  water 
that  might  collect  and  the  vans  are  so  placed  to  afford  ample  space 
around  them  for  light  and  ventilation. 

There  were  about  90  inhabited  vans  within  the  city  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  majority  of  these  were  occupied  by  showmen  and 
the  remainder  by  people  who  have  obtained  permission  from  the 
Corporation.  The  inspections  numbered  746  and  four  irregularities 
of  the  Byelaws  were  dealt  with. 
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Offensive  Trades. — There  are  71  offensive  trades  on  the  register, 
consisting  of  8 bene  boilers;  9 manure  manufacturers;  18  tallow 
meltens;  10  skin  and  hide  factions;  1 horse  slaughterer ; 1 knacker; 
8 soap  boilers;  10  ttanners;  1 blood  boiler;  4 gut  'cleaners;  and  1 glue 
and  size  manufacturer-  The  number  of  visits  made  was  1,169,  and 
the  majority  of  these  were  paid  to  the  trades  most  hkely  to  give 
offence,  which  is  indicative  of  the  close  watch  kept  in  order  to 
avoid  nuisances  as  much  as  possible.  In  49  instances  notices  were 
issued  for  contraventions  of  the  Byelaws  such  as  dirty  floors,  the 
need  for  lime-washing  walls  and  ceilings,  and  with  regard  to  odours 
arising  from  large  stocks  of  raw  material.  All  the  notices  were  duly 
attended  to. 

It  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years  in  the  summer  months 
to  spray  with  an  insecticide  the  raw  material  in  bone  boilers’  and 
tallow  me! tors’  premises  in  order  to  keep  down  the  breeding  of  flies, 
as  their  stocks  of  organic  matter  have  a great  attraction  for  flies 
and  rats.  The  spraying  lias  been  very  successful  but  its  effectiveness 
depends  on  the  regularity  of  its  application.  Throughout  the  year 
constant  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  rats  and  a number  have 
made  their  premises  rat-proof. 

Quite  a number  of  bone  boilers  and  tallow  melters  have  erected 
chlorinating  plants  for  the  destruction  of  effluvia  arising  from  the 
boiling  processes,  with  good  effect,  but  in  some  of  these  trades  a 
degreasing  agent  is  used,  e.g.,  benzine,  and  an  such  cases  chlorinating 
plants  are  not  suitable. 

On  the  whole  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  various  offensive  trades.  A tallow  melting  licence  was 
taken  off  the  Register  owing  to  the  amalgamation  of  two  businesses 
which  adjoined  each  other.  Before  the  amalgamation  each  melted 
tallow,  but  now  these  businesses  are  linked  up  and  are  under  the 
same  management  and  carry  on  the  trades  of  gut  cleaning  and  tallow 
melting. 

Cemeteries. — Eight  applications  were  received  for  permission  to 
carry  out-  interments  in  graves  in  cemeteries  or  burial  grounds  where 
the  special  sanction  of  the  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  is  required, 
and  all  were  granted. 

In  a small  privately  owned  burial  ground  it  became  evident  that 
further  interments  in  many  of  the  lairs  could  not  be  permitted  owing 
to  there  being  inadequate  available  “ cover  ” as  required  by  the 
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Byelaws,  and  the  consequent  possibility  of  nuisance  arising.  In- 
vestigations revealed  that  out  of  a total  of  426  graves  only  64  could 
still  be  used.  Representations  were  therefore  made  in  writing  to  the 
Secretary  to  the  Lairholders  on  the  matter,  and  after  several  personal 
interviews  with  him  he  agreed  that,  in  future,  interments  would  only 
be  permitted  in  the  64  graves,  a note  of  the  position  of  which  was 
given  to  him. 

With  regard  to  another  cemetery  which  had  been  brought  within 
the  city  under  a recent.  Extension  of  Boundaries  Act,  representations 
were  made  by  the  management  (a  'Corporation  Department)  that  in 
taking  over  the  control  of  the  cemetery  they  were  bound  by 
existing  Rules  and  Regulations  governing  the  sale  and  use  of  lairs, 
and  as  these  Rules  and  Regulations  were  in  the  nature  of  contracts 
between  the  Management  and  the  Lairholders  the  Management 
would  be  in  breach  of  contract  if  they  were  compelled  to  comply 
with  the  Corporation  Byelaws  which  on  some  points  were  slightly 
more  stringent,  particularly  as  to  the  number  of  interments  permitted 
in  each  grave.  It  was  therefore  suggested  that  the  Byelaws  might 
be  relaxed  sufficiently  to  overcome  this  difficulty.  As  a somewhat 
similar  relaxation  had  already  been  granted  with  regard  to  another 
cemetery  and  no  adverse  circumstance  had  arisen  therefrom,  it  was 
decided  to  recommend  that,  the  suggestion  in  this  case  be  acceded  to. 

Licensed  Brokers. — 95  Applications  for  brokers’  licences  were 
reported  on.  In  one  case  a large  number  of  offensive  blood-stained 
mutton  cloths  were  found  on  the  premises.  These  had  been  obtained 
from  butchers,  and  were  being  accumulated  preparatory  to  being 
washed  and  sold  as  dusters  for  cleaning  machinery,  &c.  Owing  to 
the  offensive  condition  of  the  material  and  the  possibility  of  rats 
being  attracted  to  the  premises,  a recommendation  was  made  that 
the  broker’s  licence  be  refused  unless  an  undertaking  was  given  that 
the  cloths  would  be  effectively  cleaned  before  being  stored.  The 
broker  then  decided  to  stop  dealing  with  this  material,  and  the 
licence  was  granted. 

Six  licences  were  refused  owing  to  the  premises  proposed  to  be 
used  being  unsuitable. 

Hen  Killing  Premises. — An  application  was  received  from  a 
Jewish  Rabbi  for  permission  to  use  certain  premises  for  the  purpose 
of  killing  hens  by  the  Jewish  method.  Acting  in  collaboration  with 
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Mr.  Abbott,  the  Corporation  Veterinary  Surgeon,  an  inspection  was 
made  of  .the  premises.  These  were  found  to  be  quite  unsuitable, 
and,  on  this  being  pointed  out  to  the  Rabbi,  he  decided  to  look 
for  other  premises.  Although  no  further  communication  had  so  far 
been  received  from  this  applicant,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  steps  are 
now  being  taken  by  the  Jewish  Butchers  Association  to  acquire 
premises  for  this  purpose  and  there  may  yet  be  others.  In  view 
of  .this,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  whole  question  requiries  to  be 
brought  under  review. 

The  existing  Poultry  Killing  Depot,  which  is  privately  owned, 
was  established  only  about  eight  years  ago  and  was  fitted  up  on 
the  most  modern  lines.  It  is  well  managed  and  kept  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  condition,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
adequate  reason  for  the  establishment  of  other  premises. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  there  are  no  regulations  controlling  this 
matter,  as  it  is  not  desirable  that  such  slaughter-houses  should  be 
established  indiscriminately.  It  is  therefore  suggested  that  the 
Local  Authority  should  now  consider  the  acquiring  of  powers  (if  not 
already  possessed)  to  establish  (or  acquire)  a public  Poultry 
Slaughterhouse,  which  would  be  under  their  own  control,  and  to 
prohibit  the  use  or  establishment  of  privately  owned  premises.  This 
would  insure  not  only  the  proper  supervision  of  the  premises  but 
a more  efficient  examination  of  the  poultry  to  climate  the  sale  of 
diseased  birds. 

It.  is,  of  course,  appreciated  that  this  is  not  a particularly 
opportune  time  to  put  forward  a proposal  of  this  nature,  but  the 
matter  has  become  urgent  because  of  these  recurring  proposals  to 
establish  other  premises. 

Should  it  be  found,  meantime,  to  be  impossible  to  acquire  the 
powers  suggested,  it.  might  at  least  be  possible  to  make  Regulations 
to  control  the  construction,  situation,  &c.,  of  such  premises. 

Factories  Act,  1937. — There  are  over  7,000  premises  throughout 
th  city  which  come  under  the  category  of  Factories  and  each  of 
these  has  now  been  visited  at  least  once  by  the  officers  of  the 
Department.  The  total  visits  paid  during  the  year  amounted  to 
14,267  and  2,851  offences  under  the  Act  were  notified  to  occupiers. 
These  contraventions  related  chiefly  to  insufficient,  choked,  defective 
and  dirty  sanitary  conveniences,  defective  light  and  ventilation, 
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provision  of  intervening  spaces,  dirty  walls,  &c.,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  record  that  all  were  satisfactorily  disposed  of  by  the  end  of  the 
year  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 


An  interesting  point  arose  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  doors 
at  several  ranges  of  trough  water-closets.  The  relevant  facts  were 
as  follows : — 

Separate  blocks  of  trough  water-closets  with  a total  of  152 
seats  were  contained  in  cast-iron  structures  of  one  and  two 
storeys  and  each  in  charge  of  a timekeeper.  The  conveniences 
were  grouped  within  each  structure,  each  group  consisting  of  two 
rows  of  ten  or  more,  placed  back  to  back,  separated 

longitudinally  by  an  iron  partition,  7'  0"  high,  and  each  divided 
off  vertically  by  a metal  plate,  2'  6"  high  and  2'  0"  wide, 
resting  on  the  rim  of  the  trough.  The  conveniences  (each 
2'  0"  square)  were  without  doors  and  fastenings. 

The  attention  of  the  firm  was  directed  to  the  want  of  a 
doer  for  each  convenience  whereupon  they  stated  that  it 

appeared  to  them  that  if  doors  were  fitted  to  the  conveniences 
as  a whole  and  that  there  were  partitions  between  each  person 
using  the  convenience  then  the  requirements  would  be  met. 

They  added  that  if  it  was  intended  that  a door  should  be 

fitted  to  screen  each  individual  using  the  convenience,  then  it 
seemed  that  the  whole  of  their  conveniences  of  this  type  would 
have  to  be  scrapped  as  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  space  to 
operate  a door  to  each  cubicle  satisfactorily.  In  view  of  the 
newness  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations  and  of 
the  question  raised  by  the  firm,  the  whole  facts  (including  the 
use  of  the  trough  water-closets)  with  plans  and  sections  of  the 
conveniences  were  forwarded  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  con- 
sideration. His  ruling  is  in  the  following  terms. 

“ On  the  first  place,  it  is  quite  true  that  there  is  no  regulation 
prohibiting  the  use  of  trough  pattern  conveniences,  provided 
that  the  conveniences  comply  otherwise  with  statutory 
requirements. 

“ These  requirements,  so  far  as  the  Factory  Act  is  concerned, 
are — that  there  there  must  be  no  effluvia  (Section  1);  the 
conveniences  must  be  sufficient  and  suitable,  kept  clean  and 
properly  lighted  (Section  7).  In  addition,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1938, 
every  sanitary  convenience  must  be  sufficiently  ventilated 
(Article  3)  and  unless  the  convenience  is  used  properly  as  a 
urinal  it  must  be  under  cover  and  have  a proper  door  and 
fastenings  (Article  6). 
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“ In  my  view  trough  pattern  conveniences  which  have  only  a 
door  at  each  end  do  not  comply  with  these  Regulations.  Articles 
2 and  3 provide  that  there  shall  be  at  least  one  suitable  sanitary 
convenience  for  every  25  persons  employed  and  every  sanitary 
convenience  must  have  a proper  door  and  fastenings  (Article  6). 
It  is  clear  from  the  Regulations  that  what  is  intended  is  that  each 
individual  convenience  must  have  a door  and  fastenings.  A 
trough  pattern  convenience  having  a door  at  each  end  cannot 
be  regarded  as  an  individual  convenience  complying  with  the 
Regulations.  If  it  were  so  regarded  it  would  be  possible  to  insist 
on  such  a convenience  containing  several  compartments  being 
supplied  for  every  25  persons.  If  the  trough  convenience  is 
regarded  as  a composite  structure  containing  several  con- 
veniences then  each  of  these  conveniences  included  in  the 
structure  must  be  treated  as  a separate  convenience  requiring 
a door  and  fastenings. 

“ I am  in  agreement  with  you  that  these  trough  pattern  con- 
veniences as  described  by  you  do  not  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Regulations  unless  each  compartment  has  a proper  door 
and  fastenings.” 

This  opinion  was  duly  communicated  to  the  firm  who  ultimately 
agreed  to  abolish  all  their  existing  trough  conveniences  and  sub- 
stitute brick  structures  having  concrete  roofs  and  floors  and  individual 
water-closets  with  doors  and  fastenings,  complete  with  adequate 
urinal  accommodation.  To  this  end,  in  consultation  with  this 
Department,  they  prepared  plans,  and  the  work  of  providing  modem 
conveniences  for  their  7,000  employees  was  begun  in  August  and 
was  proceeding  with  expedition  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  inspections  made  of  the  homes  of  the  167  outworkers  on 
the  Department’s  registers  totalled  354  and  all  were  found  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Inspection  of  offices  in  various  parts  of  the  city  was  continued 
and  altogether  3,280  visits  were  made  in  this  connection.  The 
attention  of  the  parties  responsible  was  drawn  on  36  occasions  to 
dirty  walls  and  floors  and  to  defective  sanitary  conveniences. 


Shops  Act,  1934. — Shops  continue  to  be  visited  as  opportunity 
offers  and  during  the  year  under  review  4,042  inspections  were  made. 
Action  was  taken  in  611  instances  and,  as  a result,  the  walls  and 
floors  of  80  shops  were  cleansed,  defective  light  and  ventilation  in 
282  shops  were  improved,  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities 
were  provided  in  28  shops,  chokages  in  sanitary  fittings  in  36  shops 
were  cleared  and  minor  defects  in  185  shops  were  remedied. 
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Regulated  Houses. — Including  two  bearding  houses  for  seamen, 
there  are  33  common  lodging  houses  in  the  city  with  accommodation 
for  9,397  inmates.  These  houses  are  kept,  under  regular  supervision 
and  although  93  irregularities  were  found  during  the  year,  in  no 
case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  court  proceedings. 

Ticketed  Houses  and  Farmed-out  Houses  are  gradually  dis- 
appearing owing  mainly  to  slum  clearances.  On  the  other  hand, 
Houses-let-in-Lodgings  are  on  the  increase.  The  occupation  of  houses 
by  members  of  more  than  one  family,  or  Houses-let-in-lodgings,  has 
been  practiced  in  Glasgow  and  other  towns  and  cities  throughout 
the  country  for  many  years.  Hitherto,  the  supervision  of  this  class 
of  house  has  not  presented  serious  difficulty  in  Glasgow  but  during 
the  past  few  years  the  shortage  of  houses  within  the  city  has  resulted 
in  a large  increase  in  the  demand  for  alternative  accommodation. 

The  first  response  to  the  demand  was  what  became  known  as 
“ Service  Flats.”  These  were  rooms  let  furnished  with  a certain 
amount  of  service  in  the  way  of  cooking  facilities,  water  supply 
bathroom  accommodation  and  communal  cleansing  arrangements. 
From  a sanitary  point  of  view,  these  “ Service  Flats  ” might  be  con- 
sidered as  above  reproach. 

As  the  demand  for  accommodation  increased,  other  people,  who 
could  only  be  describd  by  the  old  term  of  “ House  Farmer,”  came 
forward,  leased  one  or  more  large  houses  of  the  older  type  for 
which  there  is  no  demand — one  such  has  leased  over  thirty  houses 
— and  simply  let  out  the  rooms  without  any  attempt  at  giving  service 
and  without  satisfactory  water  supply  or  adequate  sanitary 
accommodation. 

Observations  soon  made  it  evident  that  this  ramp  in  sub-letting 
would  make  more  strict  control  necessary  and  steps  to  rgister  all 
such  houses  as  Houses-let-in-Lodgings  were  taken,  so  that  when  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  (10th  May)  a deputation  from  the  Glasgow 
Presbytery  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  waited  on  the  Committee  on 
Health  to  direct  attention  to  alleged  evils  in  the  sub-letting  system, 
we  were  able  to  assure  the  Committee  that  the  matter  was  already 
receiving  attention,  that  a special  survey  was  in  progress  and  that 
a report  would  be  submitted  in  due  course. 

The  carrying  out  of  this  survey  was  hindered  by  the  international 
crisis  and  the  outbreak  of  war  and  it  was  not  possible  to  complete 
it  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  insanitary  conditions  revealed 
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in  the  early  stages  of  the  survey,  however,  made  it  necessary  to 
deal  without  delay  with  some  of  the  most  outstanding  defects.  The 
principal  defect  was  the  lack  of  water  supply  available  to  the 
occupiers  of  many  sub-let  apartments  and  the  inconvenient  supply 
to  many  others.  Here  is  a table  which  gives  at  a glance  some  idea 
of  the  state  of  affairs. 


Number  of  Houses  surveyed  to  date 

391 

Number  of  apartments  therein 

1,687 

Number  of  Separate  Families  Accommodated 

1,677 

With  Common 

With  Private  With  Common 

Water  Supply  in 

Without 

Water  Supply  Water  Supply 

W.C.  Compartment 

Water 

Total 

in  Apartment.  in  House. 

in  House. 

Supply. 

Families. 

366  203 

709 

399 

1,677 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  of  the  1,677  families,  only  366  have  a water 
supply  within  their  apartment.,  and  203  families  obtain  their 
supply  form  a tap  which  is  common  to  the  other  occupants.  These 
may  be  considered  passable  under  existing  abnormal  conditions. 

399  families,  however,  are  without  a water  supply  and,  almost  as 
unsatisfactory,  the  source  of  supply  for  709  families  is  a tap  in  a 
water-closet  compartment  used  in  common  by  all  the  families  resident 
in  .the  house — a most  unsatisfactory  and,  as  it  happens,  an  inter- 
mittent source  of  supply. 

It  was  decided  to  take  immediate  action  to  secure  an  improve- 
ment in  these  conditions.  The  cause  of  399  families  being  without 
a water  supply  and  709  families  having  to  obtain  a supply  from  a 
tap  in  a common  water-closet  compartment  is  the  fact  that  in  those 
houses  the  apartment  (the  kitchen)  in  which  the  sink  is  situated 
is  separately  occupied,  either  by  the  resident  tenant  or,  where  the 
tenant,  not  being  resident,  has  sub-let  the  kitchen,  by  a lodger  family. 

In  the  byelaws  relating  to  Houses-let-in-Lodgings  a way  was 
found  to  overcome  this  difficulty.  Section  10  of  the  Byelaws  is  as 
follows : — 

“ Every  house  shall  be  provided  by  the  owner  with  adequate 
and  convenient,  water-closet  and  sink  accommodation  as  the 
Local  Authority  may  direct.” 
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Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  secure  that  in  all  registered  Houses- 
let-in-Lodgings  the  apartment  in  which  the  sink  is  situated  shall 
not  be  separately  occupied  but  shall  be  kept  for  the  common  use 
of  all  the  occupants  of  the  house. 


Disinfection. — The  following  table  summarises  the  washings  and 
disinfections  carried  out  at  Ruchill  and  Belvidere  Disinfecting 
Stations  during  the  year  1939:  — 


Belvidere. 

Ruchill. 

Total. 

Number  of  washings  ... 

8,350 

9,848 

18,198 

Average  number  per  day 

27-75 

32-02 

59-77 

Articles  washed  and  disinfected 

281,166 

394,908 

681,074 

Average  number  of  articles  per  washing 

34-3 

40-1 

37-4 

Fuel  consumed  (tons)  ... 

619 

484 

1,103 

Fuel  used  per  article  (lbs.) 

4-88 

2-76 

3-48 

Soap  and  powder  used  per  article  (ozs.) 

0-22 

0-23 

0-23 

Disinfectant  used  per  article  (ozs.)  ... 

0-62 

0-62 

0-62 

Sprayings 

— 

— 

10,419 

Books  disinfected 

— 

— 

1,550 
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TABLE  I.— Glasgow,  1939.— ESTIMATED  POPULATION  in  each  Muni.U 


Ward,  Acreage,  and  Persons  per  Acre. 


- 


Population. 

Persons 
per  acre 

Houses 

Municipal  Wards. 

Without 

Institutions 

and 

Shipping. 

Institu- 

tions 

and 

Shipping 

Total. 

Acreage. 

(including 
Institu- 
tions and 
Shipping) 

Occupied. 

E 

1.  Shettleston  and 

Tollcross 

2.  Parkhead 

48,881 

40,466 

358 

1,118 

49,239 

41,584 

1,473 

883 

33 

47 

11,713 

9,881 

3.  Dalmarnock  ... 

31,358 

22 

31,380 

288 

109 

8,076 

4.  Calton 

24,435 

1,813 

26,248 

333 

79 

6,070 

5.  Mile-end 

18,750 

- — 

18,750 

191 

98 

4,756 

6.  Whitevale 

19,888 

521 

20,409 

176 

115 

5,179 

7.  Dennistoun  ... 

26,680 

394 

27,074 

280 

97 

7,044 

8.  Provan 

46,449 

838 

47,287 

2,935 

16 

1 1 ,695 

6.  Cowlairs 

22,436 

1,104 

23,540 

456 

52 

6,241 

10.  Springburn  ... 

24,049 

4,211 

28,260 

4,741 

6 

5,994 

11.  Townhead 

24,509 

1,684 

26,193 

175 

150 

6,026 

12.  Exchange 

12,645 

2,123 

14,768 

289 

51 

3,264 

13.  Blythswood  ... 

9,528 

1,849 

1 1 ,377 

242 

47 

2,298 

14.  Anderston 

22,833 

1,940 

24,773 

422 

59 

5,713 

15.  Sandyford 

17,247 

481 

17,728 

152 

117 

4,078 

16.  Park  ... 

21,487 

505 

21,992 

272 

81 

5,541 

17.  Cowcaddens  ... 

31,829 

677 

32,506 

488 

67 

7,991 

18.  Woodside 

30,375 

894 

31,269 

170 

184 

8,334 

19.  Ruchill 

52,091 

941 

53,032 

2,105 

25 

11,851 

20.  North  Kelvin 

20,722 

67 

20,789 

146 

142 

5,944 

21.  Maryhill 

27,961 

1,274 

29,235 

2,210 

13 

7,026 

22.  Kelvinside 

26,528 

1,083 

27,611 

1,127 

24 

8,103 

23.  Partick  (East) 

25,735 

1,026 

26,761 

268 

100 

6,631 

24.  ,,  (West) 

22,723 

168 

22,891 

357 

64 

6,499 

25.  Whiteinch 

33,139 

726 

33,865 

1,266 

27 

8,784 

26.  Hutchesontown 

36,518 

22 

36,540 

387 

94 

9,641 

27.  Gorbals 

41,890 

633 

42,523 

252 

169 

9,833 

1 

28.  Kingston 

27,117 

234 

27,451 

285 

96 

6,354 

1 

29.  Kinning  Park 

33,670 

639 

34,309 

379 

91 

8,429 

! 

30.  Govan 

37,376 

421 

37,797 

529 

71 

8,919 

31.  Fairfield 

32,631 

1,870 

34,501 

1,403 

24 

8,172 

32.  Pollokshields 

42,698 

2,221 

44,919 

4,837 

9 

11,731 

f 

33.  Camphill 

18,623 

42 

18,665 

366 

51 

5,837 

1 

34.  Pollokshaws  ... 

27,086 

69 

27,155 

3,324 

8 

7,290 

b 

35.  Govanhill 

31,206 

291 

31,497 

365 

86 

8,459 

36.  Langside 

17,877 

839 

18,716 

557 

34 

5,177 

l 

37.  Cathcart 

31,689 

61 

31,750 

2,949 

11 

9,377 

p 

38.  Yoker  and 

Knightswood 

33,804 

285 

34,089 

2,647 

13 

9,060 

City 

1,094,929 

33,544 

1,128,473 

39,725 

28 

283,01 1 

i 
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TABLE  II. — Glasgow— Linings  granted  by  Dean  of  Guild  Court  in 
Years  from  1919  to  1939  in  respect  of  Houses. 


Year  ending 
31st  August. 

Number  of  Apartments. 

Total. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1Q1Q.90  <Annual 

Average) 

— 

6 

692 

246 

107 

29 

1,080 

1921-25  (do 

: 

308 

638 

400 

234 

51 

1,631 

1926 

■ 

318 

4,649 

967 

769 

93 

6,796 

1927 

— 

228 

2,889 

1,209 

802 

55 

5,183 

1928 

— 

132 

4,184 

2,238 

314 

17 

6,885 

1929 

— 

570 

1,656 

1,024 

124 

82 

3,456 

1930 

— 

506 

1,958 

1,295 

230 

202 

4,191 

1931 

— 

122 

2,220 

1,900 

38 

26 

4,306 

1932 

33 

529 

3,464 

1,251 

70 

4 

5,351 

1933 

— 

270 

1,845 

3,162 

337 

23 

5,637 

1934 

34 

603 

1,825 

787 

80 

52 

3,381 

1935 

— 

220 

2,082 

792 

128 

9 

3,231 

1936 

— 

■ — 

1,462 

1 ,320 

290 

12 

3,084 

1937 

— 

2 

687 

847 

301 

34 

1,871 

1938 

— 

— 

2,017 

3,068 

824 

50 

5,859 

1939 

— 

— 

2,159 

3,324 

717 

2 

6,202 

TABLE  III.— ABSTRACT  of  Meteorological  Observations  taken  at 

Springburn  Public  Park. 


Months. 

1939. 

Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine. 

Hours. 

Highest 
Temp, 
in  Shade. 

Lowest 
Temp, 
in  Shade. 

Mean 

Temp. 

No. 

of  Days. 

Amount 
Collected 
in  inches. 

January 

49 

18 

35-9 

21 

417 

39-5 

February 

53 

24 

41-2 

23 

5-01 

32-9 

March 

57 

30 

42-3 

23 

311 

101-0 

April ... 

66 

26 

45-3 

16 

2-05 

117-8 

May 

77 

33 

52-0 

10 

1-21 

166-8 

June 

88 

40 

57-5 

15 

1-96 

250-9 

July 

72 

41 

57-9 

23 

4-38 

105-7 

August 

77 

45 

59-9 

15 

1-71 

126-8 

September  ... 

71 

34 

55-5 

10 

2-29 

107-6 

October 

57 

30 

44-6 

15 

2-72 

102-0 

November  ... 

53 

32 

43-4 

28 

7-41 

21-2 

December 

54 

20 

36- 1 

13 

2-39 

5-1 

1928  

79 

20 

46-8 

255 

49-35 

1,121 

1929  

80 

14 

46-3 

226 

43-01 

1,223 

1930  

79 

20 

47-7 

234 

42-94 

1,022 

1931  

73 

19 

46-5 

251 

43-06 

1,078 

1932  

83 

25 

47-3 

223 

42-98 

1,126 

1933  

87 

20 

48-4 

203 

29-17 

1,255 

1934  

86 

24 

48-5 

248 

39-98 

1,186 

1935  

80 

15 

47-2 

230 

43-44 

1,211 

1936  

80 

17 

47-2 

230 

40-85 

1,076 

1937  

80 

15 

47-0 

212 

31-66 

1,183 

1938  

76 

20 

48-1 

242 

49-76 

1,174 

1939  

88 

18 

47-6 

212 

38-41 

1,177 
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TABLE  IV. — Glasgow.- — BIRTHS,  DEATHS  and  RATES  per  Million  fo 

the  Year  1939. 


Municipal  Wards. 

Births. 

1939. 

Birth-rate 

1939. 

Illegiti- 

mate 

Births. 

1939. 

Deaths. 

1939. 

Death-  i 
rate. 
1939. 

1.  Shettleston  and  Tollcross  ... 

875 

17,901 

42 

617 

12,622 

2.  Parkhead 

795 

19,646 

39 

542 

13,394 

3.  Dalmarnock  ... 

840 

26,787 

35 

450 

14,350 

4.  Calton 

624 

25,537 

49 

405 

16,575 

5.  Mile-end 

470 

25,067 

30 

253 

13,493 

6.  Whitevale 

438 

22,023 

24 

339 

17,045 

7.  Dennistoun  ... 

406 

15,217 

12 

330 

12,369 

8.  Provan 

1,067 

22,971 

45 

567 

12,207 

9.  Cowlairs 

499 

22,241 

15 

243 

10,831 

10.  Springburn  ... 

435 

18,088 

21 

266 

11,061 

11.  Townhead 

551 

22,481 

51 

367 

14,974 

12.  Exchange  • 

371 

29,340 

40 

278 

21,985 

13.  Blythswood  ... 

199 

20,886 

33 

195 

20,466 

14.  Anderston 

525 

22,993 

45 

330 

14,453 

15.  Sandyford 

389 

22,555 

32 

235 

13,626 

16.  Park  ... 

306 

14,241 

55 

324 

15,079 

17.  Cowcaddens  ... 

861 

27,051 

55 

496 

15,583 

18.  Woodside 

741 

24,395 

44 

442 

14,551 

19.  Ruchill 

922 

17,700 

45 

560 

10,750 

20.  North  Kelvin 

414 

19,979 

26 

241 

11,630 

21.  Maryhill 

558 

19,956 

26 

307 

10,980- 

22.  Kelvinside 

208 

7,840 

12 

300 

1 1 ,309  - 

23.  Partick  (East)  

480 

18,652 

21 

352 

13,678 

24.  ,,  (West)  

417 

18,351 

18 

269 

1 1 ,837 

25.  Whiteinch 

481 

14,515 

12 

397 

1 1 ,980 

26.  Hutchesontown 

878 

24,043 

36 

459 

12,569 

27.  Gorbals 

1,225 

29,243 

98 

645 

15,398 

28.  Kingston 

725 

19,486 

53 

430 

1 1 ,557 

29.  Kinning  Park 

771 

22,899 

44 

428 

12,712 

30.  Govan 

928 

24,829 

50 

526 

14,0731 

31.  Fairfield 

551 

16,886 

27 

331 

10,144 

32.  Pollokshields  

512 

11,991 

27 

504 

1 1 ,804 

33.  Camphill  ...  

189 

10,149 

8 

229 

12,297 

34.  Pollokshaws  ... 

393 

14,509 

15 

340 

12,553 

35.  Govanhill 

525 

16,824 

13 

353 

1 1 ,312 

36.  Langside  ...  

187 

10,460 

8 

240 

13,425 

37.  Cathcart 

342 

10,792 

2 

365 

1 1 ,518 

38.  Yoker  and  Knightswood  ... 

459 

13,578 

20 

330 

9,761 

Institutions,  etc 

125 

— 

19 

710 

— 

Harbour 

— 

— 

— 

— 



City  

21,682 

19,213 

1,247 

15,010 

13,301 
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ABLE  V. — Glasgow. — DEATHS  and  Death-rates  per  Million  from 
Different  Causes,  for  the  Year  1939,  and  Corresponding  Rates  for 
1938  and  1937. 


Annual 

Death-rate  per 

Cause  of  Death. 

Deaths. 

Million. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

i35a.  Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i35b.  Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Measles  

2 

2 

228 

26 

| 3.  Scarlet  Fever 

11 

10 

26 

26 

4.  Whooping  Cough  

150 

133 

78 

255 

5.  Diphtheria  

163 

144 

117 

104 

i 6.  Influenza 

205 

182 

76 

443 

l 7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  

19 

17 

20 

21 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

19 

17 

34 

48 

!35c.  Erysipelas  

14 

12 

20 

30 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

972 

861 

851 

853 

10a.  Tuberculous  Meningitis  

154 

136 

133 

108 

10b.  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

31 

27 

26 

31 

10c.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

70 

62 

83 

72 

11.  Syphilis  

23 

20 

24 

19 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  Insane  (Tabes 

Dorsalis) 

32 

28 

44 

30 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

1,610 

1,427 

1,487 

1,393 

35d.  Rheumatic  Fever  

71 

63 

67 

80 

14.  Diabetes  

158 

140 

134 

163 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

1,043 

924 

814 

826 

; 35e.  Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

38 

34 

46 

27 

|35f.  Other  Nervous  Diseases 

278 

246 

254 

290 

16.  Heart  Disease 

3,398 

3,011 

2,733 

2,953 

17.  Aneurysm 

21 

19 

28 

39 

18a.  Arterio-sclerosis 

552 

489 

616 

606 

18b.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

212 

188 

151 

147 

19.  Bronchitis  

385 

341 

309 

434 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

867 

768 

1,027 

1,378 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

154 

136 

128 

161 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer 

117 

104 

124 

97 

23.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

324 

287 

270 

332 

24.  Appendicitis 

64 

57 

74 

81 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

34 

30 

40 

36 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

60 

53 

66 

72 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

303 

269 

245 

307 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

330 

293 

304 

303 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30 

27 

44 

45 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

63 

56 

60 

56 

31.  ’Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c. 

810 

718 

718 

840 

32.  Senility 

403 

357 

309 

316 

33  "1 

& 'p  Suicide  and  Other  Deaths  from 

34.  J Violence 

771 

683 

566 

535 

35.  Other  Defined  Causes 

769 

681 

660 

732 

36.  Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

276 

245 

276 

307 

All  Causes  

15,010 

13,301 

13,314 

14,626 

7 
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rABLE  VI.— Glasgow,  1939.— DEATHS  fr< 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

* 

( 

b 

-i 

-2 

-5 

-10 

-15 

-20 

-25 

-35 

-45 

-55 

-65 

-75 

75  + 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

1 

35a.  Typhus  Fever 

35b.  Smallpox 

2.  Measles 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

30 

18 

6 

3 

5.  Diphtheria  

5 

42 

28 

6.  Influenza  ...  

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 

10 

17 

15 

17 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

35c.  Erysipelas... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

2 

3 

3 

6 

4 

41 

66 

105 

107 

91 

84 

25 

5 

10a.  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

6 

3 

18 

15 

10 

11 

3 

2 

2 

2 

10b.  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

10c.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

6 

6 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

11.  Syphilis 

5 

5 

5 

2 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  Insane 

(Tabes  Dorsalis) 

1 

i 

5 

9 

3 

4 

2 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

18 

47 

104 

244 

264 

98 

7 

35d.  Rheumatic  Fever 

5 

3 

2 

4 

6 

2 

14.  Diabetes 

3 

5 

3 

7 

8 

22 

7 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

2 

1 

1 

i 

3 

9 

31 

115 

189 

119 

4 

35e.  Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

3 

35f.  Other  Nervous  Diseases  ... 

30 

1 

4 

3 

3 

9 

7 

14 

25 

ii 

21 

14 

5 

1 

16.  Heart  Disease 

1 

5 

5 

8 

8 

27 

65 

217 

444 

602 

439 

18 

17.  Aneurysm  ... 

1 

3 

8 

5 

1 8a  Arterio  Sclerosis  ... 

1 

9 

47 

117 

106 

2 

18b.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

12 

25 

32 

27 

1] 

19.  Bronchitis... 

22 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

7 

24 

35 

63 

53 

2 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

163 

41 

14 

6 

1 

4 

7 

16 

24 

51 

77 

65 

36 

5 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

14 

13 

15 

20 

10 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

3 

8 

13 

33 

20 

9 

3 

23.  Diairhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

168 

14 

1 

24.  Appendicitis  

1 

5 

4 

5 

4 

5 

4 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  I.iver 

2 

6 

4 

7 

3 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

1 

2 

6 

2 

5 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

16 

3 

8 

i 

4 

1 

8 

14 

24 

28 

27 

21 

1 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

7 

15 

24 

44 

45 

14 

1 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c. 

466 

3 

1 

i | 

32.  Senility  ...  

2 

38 

132 

1 

33  1 

and  > Suicide  and  other  Deaths  from 

34. ) Violence 

16 

5 

15 

33 

24 

11 

24 

66 

76 

83 

90 

77 

46 

35.  Other  Defined  Causes  

22 

5 

4 

7 

9 

9 

6 

13 

25 

48 

72 

94 

. 74 

!J 

36.  Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

28 

41 

57 

23 

All  Causes  

974 

115 

133 

126 

83 

126 

150 

328 

496 

857 

1469 

1802 

1243 

* 

— 

83 


Different  Causes  in  Sexes  and  at  several  Age-Periods. 


Females. 

<2 

08  cz 

X 

"72  ' V 
2 ’j) 

Cause  of  Death. 

- 

-2 

— 5 

-10 

— 15 

-20 

-25 

-35 

-45 

— 55 

-65 

-75 

75  + 

a s 

(2  5 
« 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers 

2 

2 

4 

I5a.  Typhus  Fever 

15b.  Smallpox 

2.  Measles 

2 

2 

2 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

11 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

49 

22 

21 

1 

93 

150 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

3 

3 

40 

36 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

88 

163 

6.  Influenza  ... 

4 

i 

1 

8 

8 

12 

21 

32 

42 

129 

205 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

8 

19 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

19 

15c.  Erysipelas  ... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

14 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  ... 

3 

3 

3 

4 

10 

81 

93 

128 

56 

29 

18 

5 

2 

435 

972 

10a.  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

6 

10 

16 

12 

12 

13 

4 

6 

2 

1 

82 

154 

lOn.  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

8 

2 

4 

2 

1 

19 

31 

10c.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

6 

2 

2 

3 

4 

5 

2 

3 

3 

2 

33 

70 

11.  Syphilis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

23 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  Insane 
(Tabes  Dorsalis)  • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

32 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

24 

67 

150 

209 

238 

131 

825 

1610 

35d.  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

7 

9 

3 

4 

7 

9 

3 

6 

• 49 

71 

14.  Diabetes  

i 

1 

6 

9 

34 

37 

15 

103 

158 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

ii 

40 

113 

194 

203 

572 

1043 

35e.  Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

7 

1 

1 

i 

2 

1 

1 

14 

38 

35f.  Other  Nervous  Diseases  ... 

21 

3 

3 

5 

2 

9 

7 

11 

21 

17 

13 

12 

7 

131 

278 

16.  Heart  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

3 

13 

12 

38 

73 

129 

309 

478 

512 

1577 

3398 

17.  Aneurysm  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

21 

18a.  Arterio  Sclerosis  ... 

5 

27 

99 

141 

272 

552 

18b.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

3 

12 

17 

45 

22 

104 

212 

19.  Bronchitis  ... 

16 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

11 

24 

45 

63 

169 

385 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

125 

31 

12 

3 

4 

2 

3 

14 

17 

33 

31 

36 

51 

362 

867 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 

10 

14 

25 

70 

154 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

3 

7 

8 

3 

3 

26 

117 

23.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 yrs.) 

127 

15 

142 

324 

24.  Appendicitis 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

24 

64 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

5 

1 

3 

2 

12 

34 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

1 

4 

8 

10 

10 

11 

44 

60 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

11 

3 

5 

2 

2 

3 

8 

12 

18 

29 

33 

22 

148 

303 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

17 

26 

42 

42 

26 

169 

330 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1 

3 

16 

10 

30 

30 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

3 

4 

34 

22 

63 

63 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 
ture Birth,  Malformations, 

335 

4 

1 

340 

810 

32.  Senility 

3 

34 

194 

231 

403 

33  3 

indj  Suicide  and  other  Deaths 
34. 1 from  Violence 

10 

4 

9 

9 

4 

6 

7 

12 

8 

18 

30 

28 

60 

205 

771 

35.  Other  Defined  Causes 

25 

2 

8 

2 

9 

4 

7 

31 

47 

56 

69 

75 

46 

381 

769 

36.  Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Un- 
known 

5 

1 

1 

4 

8 

13 

16 

29 

38 

115 

276 

All  Causes  ... 

763 

117 

131 

100 

65 

163 

168 

377 

430 

619 

1054 

1504 

1617 

7108 

15010 

84 


TABLE  VII. — Glasgow. — DEATHS  under  i Year  and  Death-rates  per  1,0C 
Births  in  each  Municipal  Ward,  for  the  Year  1939. 


Municipal  Wards. 

Deaths 
— 1 Year. 

Death  Rate  per 
1 ,000  Births. 

1939. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1.  Shettleston  and  Tollcross 

80 

91 

76 

87 

2.  Parkhead 

68 

85 

77 

129 

3.  Dalmarnock 

74 

88 

120 

90 

4.  Calton 

68 

109 

113 

128 

5.  Mile-end  ... 

41 

87 

116 

141 

6.  Whitevale  ...  

60 

137 

84 

117 

7.  Dennistoun 

17 

41 

75 

114 

8.  Provan  ... 

74 

59 

85 

106 

9.  Cowlairs  ... 

31 

62 

71 

96 

10.  Springburn 

34 

78 

64 

111 

11.  Townhead 

44 

80 

81 

119 

12.  Exchange 

52 

140 

131 

174 

13.  Blythswood 

28 

141 

115 

169 

14.  Anderston 

51 

97 

98 

121 

15.  Sandyford 

23 

59 

112 

117 

16.  Park 

15 

49 

92 

114 

17.  Cowcaddens 

95 

110 

83 

151 

18.  Woodside 

68 

92 

101 

107 

19.  Ruchill 

67 

73 

82 

105  i 

20.  North  Kelvin  

20 

48 

47 

"I 

21.  Maryhill 

38 

68 

84 

72 ' 

22.  Kelvinside  * ... 

8 

38 

54 

42 

23.  Partick  (East) 

26 

54 

99 

82 

24.  „ (West) 

22 

53 

47 

71 

25.  Whiteinch 

31 

64 

63 

97 

26.  Hutcheson  town  ... 

76 

86 

90 

115 

27.  Gorbals  ... 

125 

102 

104 

137 

28.  Kingston... 

72 

99 

96 

120 

29.  Kinning  Park 

64 

83 

98 

96 

30.  Govan 

84 

90 

113 

103 

31.  Fairfield  ...• 

24 

44 

85 

81 

32.  Pollokshields 

34 

66 

49 

50 

33.  Camphill  ... 

6 

32 

60 

4lj 

34.  Pollokshaws 

21 

69 

88 

71 

35.  Govanhill 

28 

53 

79 

91 

36.  Langside  ... 

10 

53 

53 

25 

37.  Cathcart  ... 

15 

44 

48 

31 

38.  Yoker  and  Knightswood 

23 

50 

49 

4£ 

Institutions 

19 

— 

— 

— 1 

Harbour 

1 

— 

— 

— j 

City 

1,737 

80 

87 

10- 

TABLE  VIII. Glasgow  1939 — Infant  Deaths  at  Given  Ages  and  from  Several  Causes. 
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Table  IX.— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Registered  in  Each  Month  in  1939. 
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TABLE  X. — Glasgow,  1939  and  1938. — Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Registered,  Number  Treated  in  Hospital,  and 
Case  Rates  per  Million. 


1939. 

1938. 

Case  Rates. 

Fever 

Hospitals  and 
Sanatoria. 

Corporation 

General 

Hospitals. 

Other 

Institutions. 

Home. 

Total. 

Total. 

1939. 

1938. 

A. — Notifiable — 
Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

— 

i 

— 

11 

28 

10 

25 

Paratyphoid  B 

44 

— 

3 

i 

48 

29 

42 

26 

Continued  and  Undefined 
Fever  ...  

3 

1 

2 

6 

3 

5 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

384 

25 

14 

12 

435 

528 

385 

468 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

64 

63 

87 

88 

302 

288 

268 

255 

\ Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2,377 

— 

2 

583 

2,962 

4,047 

2,625 

3,588 

Diphtheria  and  Membran- 
ous Croup 

3,112 

6 

26 

3,144 

2,837 

2,786 

2,515 

Erysipelas 

464 

5 

2 

363 

834 

969 

739 

859 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

71 

2 

5 

3 

81 

88 

72 

78 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

36 

16 

22 

639 

713 

777 

632 

689 

Trachoma... 

— 

4 

— 

6 

10 

15 

9 

13 

Acute  and  Chronic  Enceph. 
Lethargica 

1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

4 

7 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

42 

4 

37 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2,082 

178 

141 

1,1 19 

3,520 

5,336 

3,119 

4,731 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneu- 
monia ... 

110 

11 

14 

93 

228 

115 

202 

102 

Malaria 

5 

— 

— 

6 

ii 

11 

10 

10 

Dysentery 

117 

8 

2 

36 

163 

262 

144 

232 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Anthrax  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

964 

— 

— 

610 

1,574 

1 ,748 

1,395 

1 ,550 

Other  Forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis ... 

240 

321 

561 

700 

497 

621 

B. — Not  Notifiable — 
Measles 

33 

i 

1,428 

1,462 

15,839 

1,296 

14,044 

German  Measles  ... 

227 

— 

— 

3,565 

3,792 

489 

3,360 

434 

Whooping  Cough 

458 

7 

i 

5,845 

6,311 

4,127 

5,592 

3,659 

Chickenpox 

179 

6 

i 

3,674 

3,860 

6,345 

3,421 

5,626 

Mumps 

6 

— 

— 

1 

7 

14 

6 

12 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

15 

— 

— 

5 

20 

32 

18 

28 

Totals 

11,006 

325 

304 

18,430 

30,065 

44,682 

26,642 

39,618 

Notified,  but  diagnosis 
altered  to  Non- 

Infectious  Diseases 

1,610 

_ 

: 

_ 

1,610 

1,630 



_ 

Total  Registered 

12,616 

325 

304 

18,430 

31,675 

46,312 

— 

— 

* Where  patients  suffer  from  two  or  more  diseases,  each  disease  is  reckoned  as  a case. 

Apart  from  cases  of  pneumonia  admitted  to  Corporation  General  Hospitals  and  Voluntary 
nstitutions  in  times  of  pressure  ; cases  of  puerperal  fever,  puerperal  pyrexia,  and  ophthalmia 
leonatorum  occurring  in  other  than  Fever  Hospitals  and  allowed  to  remain  ; and  cases  of  tra- 
■lioma  treated  in  Stobhill  Hospital  ; the  cases  shown  under  the  headings  “ Corporation  General 
rlospitals  ” and  “ Other  Institutions  ” are,  for  the  most  part,  accidental. 
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PART  II. 


FEVER  HOSPITALS. 


In  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  work  of  the  hospitals  for 
infectious  diseases,  it  has  been  considered  expedient,  in  order  to  save 
space,  to  deal  with  the  hospitals  collectively,  and  in  place  of  printing 
the  statistics  relative  to  each  institution  a “ pooled  ” statement  is 
produced. 

During  the  year  the  admissions  to  the  various  hospitals  were  some- 
what less  than  the  average  of  recent  years,  but  one  feature  especially 
calls  for  remark.  For  the  first  time  in  local  experience,  the  number  of 
cases  of  diphtheria  admitted  exceeded  that  of  scarlet  fever.  The 
admissions  for  scarlet  fever  are  not  a true  index  of  its  prevalence,  on 
account  of  the  tendency  to  treat  this  relatively  mild  infection  at  home, 
but  the  diphtheria  admissions  always  have  been  a fairly  accurate  index 
of  prevalence,  since  practically  all  cases  of  diphtheria  are  hospitalised. 

Scarlet  fever.— The  total  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  treated 
was  2,547,  a comparatively  small  figure  and  actually  about  500  less  than 
the  prevailing  figure  for  either  of  the  larger  hospitals  in  epidemic  years. 
The  disease  was  mild  and  only  1 1 deaths  were  recorded,  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  0-5  per  cent.  Practically  all  the  cases  were  of  simple  type  ; only 
a very  few  could  be  classified  as  septic  or  toxic.  In  the  matter  of  treat- 
ment, serum  was  still  found  the  most  effective  measure  in  cases  received 
sufficiently  early  for  that  remedy,  and  sulphonamide  drugs  proved  useful 
in  septic  cases  and  in  septic  complications. 

Diphtheria. — The  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  to  a conclusion  reached 
the  grand  total  of  3,224.  There  were  158  deaths,  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  5-0  per  cent.  This  must  be  regarded  as  a low  figure,  in  view  of 
the  fact,  that  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  many  cases  were  of  a 
severe  nature.  A considerable  number  of  patients  wrere  received  too 
late  to  derive  the  full  benefit  of  serum  treatment.  Experience  at  all  the 
hospitals  indicated  that  the  type  of  case  in  which  the  local  lesion  did 
not  immediately  repond  to  serum  treatment  and  even  continued  to 
extend  after  dosage  hitherto  considered  adequate,  had  increased.  There 
was  also  evidence  of  increase  in  gravis  type  infections.  The  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  severely  taxed  the 
hospital  accommodation.  Not  only  were  the  cases  numerous,  but  their 
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severity  often  necessitated  increased  residence  in  hospital,  so  that  the 
number  of  wards  required  for  diphtheria  in  all  institutions  had  to  be 
augmented,  and,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  actually  doubled  in  at 
least  one  institution.  Many  cases  were  in  residence  for  periods  in  excess 
of  three  months,  and  the  average  residence  of  patients  who  recovered  was 
55  days.  This  figure  would  undoubtedly  have  been  higher  had  not  a 
considerable  number  of  mild  cases  (bacteriological  only)  been  discharged 
as  soon  as  free  from  infection.  Fortunately,  the  low  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  the  absence  of  measles,  eased  the  situation. 

Reviewing  recent  years  it  is  apparent  that,  generally  speaking, 
increased  incidence  is  associated  with  increased  severity  as  reflected  in 
death  rates  and  periods  of  residence,  and  the  latter  would  appear  to  be 
an  indication  of  an  increase  in  the  average  severity  of  diphtheria 
admissions.  Of  a total  admissions  to  all  the  hospitals,  fully  a quarter 
were  due  to  diphtheria,  whereas  the  similar  figure  expressed  as  an 
average  of  the  past  ten  years  was  one-seventh. 

Pneumonia. — Two  thousand,  two  hundred  and  forty-one  cases,  in 
which  the  diagnosis  of  pneumonia  was  confirmed,  were  treated  to  a 
conclusion.  Of  these  317  proved  fatal,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  approxi- 
mately 15  per  cent.  This  still  considerable  figure  is  definitely  lower 
than  the  average  of  previous  years.  It  included  a large  number  of  very 
young  babies,  and  also  many  patients  in  the  age  groups  beyond  45  years. 
Moreover,  not  less  than  5 per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  were  received  in  a 
moribund  condition  and  could  not  be  expected  to  respond  to  any  form 
of  treatment.  These  remarks  are,  of  course,  equally  applicable  to 
previous  years,  and  although  the  mortality  rate  appears  high  in  relation 
to  results  confined  to  limited  age  groups  or  from  which  moribund  cases 
are  excluded,  it  nevertheless  represents  a reduction  of  approximately 
one-third  when  contrasted  with  the  fairly  constant  prevailing  figure  of 
the  last  ten  years.  During  the  year  under  review,  chemo-therapy, 
most  frequently  in  the  form  of  M.  & B.  693,  was  employed  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases.  In  a group  of  217  adult  male  cases  of  typed  pneu- 
mococcus pneumonia,  the  mortality  rate  was  8-3  per  cent.  In  this 
series  26-2  per  cent,  were  Type  I,  45  5 per  cent,  were  Type  II,  and  6 per 
cent,  were  Type  III.  Other  types  represented  26  per  cent.  Type 
mortality  would  appear  to  vary  very  considerably  and  be  much  influenced 
by  the  age  factor.  In  a representative  group  of  cases  from  three  of  the 
hospitals,  the  figures  for  Types  I,  II,  and  III  were  : — 


Type 

I. 

Type 

If. 

Type 

III. 

No.  of 

Mortality 

No.  of 

Mortality 

No.  of 

Mortality 

Cases. 

Rate. 

Cases. 

Rate. 

Cases. 

Rate. 

128 

3-9% 

294 

11-6% 

79 

33% 
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Puerperal  fever. — One-hundred  and  eighty-five  cases  of  puerperal 
sepsis  were  treated  during  1939.  Of  these  140  are  included  in  the 
statistical  table  under  puerperal  fever,  but  were  actually  made  up  of 
95  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  and  45  cases  of  septic  abortion.  In  the 
former  three  deaths  occurred,  and  in  the  latter  two  deaths.  Among  the 
45  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  three  were  fatal,  one  due  to  tuberculous 
meningitis,  one  to  influenza  and  cerebral  oedema,  and  one  due  to  ulcer- 
ative endocarditis.  By  far  the  commonest  causal  agent  in  the  pyrexia 
group  was  mastitis,  but  pulmonary  tuberculosis  accounted  for  no  less 
than  four.  The  death  rate  over  all  was  5-4  per  cent.  ; if  the  three  fatal 
cases  included  under  puerperal  pyrexia  are  excluded,  the  rate  is  reduced 
to  3-7  per  cent. 

Chemo-therapy  was  employed  extensively  in  treatment — in  particular, 
sulphapyridine.  Undoubtedly  this  form  of  treatment,  associated  with 
the  minimum  of  local  interference  necessary  to  establish  adequate 
drainage,  yielded  excellent  results,  but  there  is  also  no  doubt  that  there 
was  a diminution  in  the  incidence  of  the  more  severe  types  of  infection. 
Assessment  of  the  therapeutic  efficacy  of  sulphapyridine  is  confused  by 
this  factor,  but  the  drug  would  certainly  appear  to  accelerate  recovery. 

The  following  complications  were  encountered  : — phlegmasia  alba 
dolens — 15  cases  ; mastitis — 22  cases  ; pyuria  and/or  bacilluria — 17 
cases  ; and  pelvic  cellulitis — 12  cases. 

The  following  operative  measures  were  carried  out  : — incision  of 
breast — 22  cases  ; dilatation  and  curettage — 30  cases  ; laparotomy — 
three  cases  ; excision  of  vulva  for  gas  gangrene — one  case  ; and  removal 
of  hydatidiform  mole — one  case. 

General  anaesthesia  was  required  in  56  cases. 

Erysipelas. — The  number  of  cases  treated — 234,  showed  a decrease, 
partly  due  to  restriction  of  admissions  and  partly  due  to  absence  of 
recurrences.  The  death  rate  was  2-8  per  cent.,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
The  average  duration  of  residence  was  15  days  or  about  a week  less  than 
previous  averages.  From  the  beginning  of  1937,  chemo-therapy  was 
used  as  a routine  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas,  and  this  was  followed  by 
a steady  decrease  in  the  death  rate  and  average  duration  of  residence, 
until  the  low  figure  recorded  was  reached. 

Enteric  fever  group  and  dysentery. — Only  61  confirmed  cases  were 
dealt  with  in  the  enteric  fever  group.  Fourteen  were  typhosus  infections 
and  47  were  due  to  paratyphosus  “ B.”  The  mortality  in  the  former  was 
16-7  per  cent,  and  in  the  latter,  8-3  per  cent.  Apart  from  an  occasional 
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outbreak,  the  incidence  of  enteric  group  infections  has  remained  remark- 
ably low  for  many  years.  This  set  free  a considerable  number  of  beds 
for  other  diseases.  Dysentery  is  yearly  requiring  more  accommodation. 
One  hundred  and  six  confirmed  cases  were  treated,  with  three  deaths  ; 
a mortality  rate  of  2-4  per  cent. 

Cerebrospinal  fever. — Only  77  cases,  in  which  the  diagnosis  was 
confirmed,  were  treated  during  the  year,  but  199  cases  were  received 
certified  erroneously.  The  usual  age  incidence  of  sporadic  occurrence 
was  experienced,  half  the  total  being  under  five  years.  The  mortality 
rate  was  18-7  per  cent. 

With  a total  of  only  77  cases,  such  a rate  may  well  prove  deceptive, 
but  it  is  significant  that  practically  all  the  cases  were  treated  with  M.  & 
B.  693.  A small  minority  had  serum  treatment  coincidently.  The 
average  mortality  rate  during  the  last  10  years  was  approximately  60 
per  cent.,  and  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in  Glasgow  was  49  per  cent, 
in  1935.  The  above  figure  of  18-7  per  cent,  may  therefore  be  considered 
satisfactory,  and  fosters  the  hope  that  chemo-therapy  marks  a new  era 
in  the  treatment  of  meningococcal  infections. 

Whooping-cough. — Five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  cases  were 
treated  to  a conclusion  ; of  these  84  died.  The  mortality  rate  was  17-5 
per  cent.  The  disease  was  not  of  severe  type,  and  the  mortality  rate 
was  well  within  the  average.  The  majority  of  cases  hospitalised  were 
already  suffering  from  major  complications.  The  average  residence  of 
patients  discharged  was  53  days.  The  majority  of  fatal  cases  died 
within  a few  days  of  admission. 

Chicken-pox. — One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  cases  were  treated,  and 
there  were  three  deaths,  the  causes  of  which  were  as  follows  : — congenital 
heart  disease  ; whooping-cough  and  broncho-pneumonia  ; and  gastro- 
enteritis and  marasmus. 

Venereal  disease. — The  accommodation  for  indoor  treatment  of  male 
cases  is  provided  at  Belvidere  Hospital.  The  number  of  cases  dealt 
with  during  the  last  four  years  has  steadily  declined. 

1936.  1937.  1938.  1939. 

No.  of  Cases.  No.  of  Cases.  No.  of  Cases.  No.  of  Cases. 

208  . 177  131  114 

The  figure  for  1939  would  undoubtedly  have  been  lower  but  for  war 
conditions,  and  the  influx  from  various  military  and  naval  centres. 
Treatment  by  Chemo-therapy  became  general  in  1937,  and  undoubtedly 
greatly  reduced  the  incidence  of  complications  for  which  indoor  treat- 
ment was  required. 
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ROBROYSTON  HOSPITAL. 


The  report  which  follows  gives  only  a brief  summary  of  the  work 
clone  throughout  the  year. 

Accommodation  and  Bed  Distribution. — Until  the  outbreak  of  hostilities, 
the  distribution  of  beds  remained  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  accommo- 
dation was  fully  taxed.  In  September,  by  the  careful  dismissal  of 
suitable  patients,  three  pavilions  were  made  available  for  casualties. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis. — A total  of  239  patients  were  discharged, 
and  there  were  51  deaths.  Artificial  pneumothorax  was  the  selected  line 
of  treatment  for  87  patients  ; in  65  the  operation  was  technically  and 
clinically  successful.  Thoracoplastic  operations  numbered  29,  per- 
formed on  18  patients.  Where  possible,  the  operation  was  done  according 
to  Karl  Sembs’s  technique.  Section  of  adhesions  was  necessary  in  21 
instances  as  an  ancillarj?  measure  to  artificial  pneumothorax.  Extra- 
pleural pneumothorax  was  done  twice  ; this  is  an  operation  the  indic- 
ations for  which  are  rapidly  becoming  clarified.  Including  phrenic 
interruption,  thoracoplasty,  &c.,  a total  of  93  operations  were  performed. 

N on-fiidmonary  tuberculosis.- — The  following  table  briefly  summarises 
the  patients  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


Tuberculosis  of  Spine 

Site  of 
Lesion . 
56 

Deaths. 

7 

Operations. 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  Hip  ... 

19 

2 

7 

Bones  other  than 

Spinal 

17 

2 

6 

Joints  other  than  Hip 

42 

— 

18 

Genito-urinary  Tuber- 
culosis 

41 

4 

69* 

Multiple  and  Miscell- 

aneous 

8 

3 

— 

Abdominal  Tubercul- 

osis 

31 

6 

4 

Tubercular  Adenitis 

6 

— 

2 

220 

24 

110 

♦Includes  34  cystoscopic  examinations. 
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N on-tuberculous  patients. — -Twenty-one  patients,  admitted  with  a 
diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,  were  found  to  have  other  surgical  conditions. 


Puerperal  sepsis  and  pyrexia. — Below  is  given  a synopsis  of  the 
patients  dismissed  or  who  died  during  the  year  : — 


Table  I. — Synopsis  of  Patients.  Total. 

1.  Puerperal  sepsis  following  birth  of  a viable  child  ...  ...  207 

2.  Puerperal  sepsis  following  birth  of  a non-viable  child  ...  114 

3.  Patients  not  suffering  from  puerperal  sepsis  (excluding 

abortions)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

4.  Abortions  (not  septic)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Death-rate  1. — Sepsis  following  birth  of  viable  child 

Death-rate  2. — Sepsis  following  birth  of  non-viable  child 
Combined  death-rate  (all  forms  puerperal  sepsis) 


Died. 

7 

3 


5 

2 

3-38% 

2- 63% 

3- 11% 


Commentary. — The  continuance  of  a low  death  rate  for  puerperal 
sepsis  must  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactorv  ; but  even  more  gratifying 
is  the  sharp  decline  in  the  death  rate  for  women  who  suffered  from  sepsis 
after  the  termination  of  pregnancies  of  seven  months  or  less.  To  what 
extent  this  lowered  death  rate  for  abortions  is  attributable  to  treatment 
by  sulphonamide,  it  is  difficult  to  state,  but  in  fairness  it  must  be  noted 
that,  over  the  whole  year,  fewer  gravely  ill  women  were  admitted.  It  is 
early  yet  to  say  what  difference  the  freer  use  of  the  closely  related  sul- 
phapyridine  has  made,  but  a vivid  impression  of  its  usefulness  is  retained. 
It  seems  particularly  helpful  in  seriously  ill  cases  prior  to  the  establishment 
of  a bacteriological  diagnosis. 

Abortions  ( Glasgow  Maternity  Hospital  overflow). — There  were  treated 
142  abortions,  with  one  death,  which  took  place  while  the  patient  was 
being  anaesthetised  prior  to  operation. 


Pneumonia. — Of  the  139  patients  discharged  during  1939,  who  had 
been  notified  as  suffering  from  pneumonia,  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
in  103  instances.  Primary  pneumonia  accounted  for  44  patients.  There 
were  two  deaths,  one  patient  being  admitted  in  a quite  hopeless  con- 
dition. Complications  were  few  and  comparatively  trivial.  The 
remaining  cases  numbered  59  and  were,  in  the  main,  secondary  to 


95 


influenza.  There  were  nine  deaths.  Three  children  were  unsaveable 
when  admitted,  and  one  died  from  agranulocytosis,  when  recovery 
from  pneumonia  seemed  assured. 


MEARNSKIRK  HOSPITAL. 


On  1st  January  there  were  506  patients  resident  in  hospital.  During 
the  year,  but  mainly  in  the  first  eight  months,  376  patients  were  admitted 
and  419  were  dismissed  or  died.  In  September,  on  the  outbreak  of  war, 
287  patients  were  transferred  to  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Millport,  where 
treatment  could  be  effectively  continued.  There  remained  in  hospital 
on  31st  December,  176  patients,  mainly  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

The  nature  of  the  conditions  treated  fall  into  three  main  groups, 
namely,  non-pulmonarv  tuberculosis,  pulmonary  diseases,  tubercular 
and  otherwise,  and  orthopaedic  conditions.  Since  1933  the  proportion 
of  cases  in  these  groups  has  shown  a change,  in  that  there  has  been  a 
steady  rise  in  the  number  of  pulmonary  cases  and  a corresponding  decline 
in  the  number  of  non-pulmonary  cases. 

This  report  deals  with  the  419  patients  who  were  dismissed  or  died 
in  hospital  during  the  year  and  with  the  287  patients  transferred  to 
Millport  at  varying  stages  of  treatment,  usually  with  the  disease  still 
active.  The  total  of  419  includes  55  deaths  (13-1  per  cent.)  and  28 
irregular  dismissals  (6-7  per  cent.).  Of  the  deaths,  38  (9-1  per  cent.) 
occurred  in  the  pulmonary  group.  The  remainder  occurred  especially 
among  those  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  abdomen  and  hip  joint. 
Among  the  remaining  326  cases  who  completed  the  course  of  treatment, 
healing  was  secured  in  256,  and  in  70  the  disease  was  quiescent  on  dismissal 
Of  the  287  cases  transferred  to  Millport,  active  disease  was  present  in 
157,  but  in  119  the  disease  had  reached  a quiescent  stage,  and  in  11  there 
was  no  active  disease. 
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At  the  time  of  transfer  the  average  duration  for  all  cases  was  386 
days.  A table  is  appended  showing  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
patients,  the  location  of  the  disease,  and  the  general  and  local  con- 
ditions present  on  admission  and  on  dismissal  or  transfer. 

The  cases  which  now  fall  to  be  considered  have  been  classified  for  the 


purpose  of  this  report  into  the  following  groups  : — - 

(1)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Total. 

A.  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

48 

B.  Bone  and  Joint  Tuberculosis 

376 

C.  Glandular  Tuberculosis 

19 

D.  Other  Forms  ... 

7 

Total  ... 

450 

450 

(2)  Pulmonary  Conditions — 

A.  Tuberculous — 

1.  Pleurisy 

6 

2.  Hilum  Adenitis 

22 

3.  Intra-Pulmonary  Disease 

147 

Total  ... 

175 

B.  Non-Tuberculous — - Total  ... 

7 

182 

(3)  Orthopaedic  Conditions — 

A.  Congenital  Deformities 

19 

B.  Rickets 

2 

C.  Infantile  Paralysis 

38 

D.  Other  Conditions 

15 

Total  ... 

74 

74 

Total  ... 

706 

— 

The  total  number  of  patients  in  Groups  (1),  (2),  and  (3)  is  706  cases. 


The  figures  given  above  show  the  gross  total  of  patients  leaving  the 
hospital  during  the  year,  but  make  no  distinction  between  cases  dismissed 
in  the  normal  way  and  cases  evacuated  to  Millport.  Further,  the  classifi- 
cation is  based  on  the  admission  diagnosis  which  was  only  tentative  in 
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many  cases  admitted  primarily  for  observation.  These  matters  have 
been  corrected  in  the  following  more  extended  table  : — 

Table  2. 

Dismissed 

or  Died  in  Transferred  to 

Hospital.  Millport. 


Admission  Diagnosis 
(Arranged  in  Main  Groups 
and  Sub-Groups). 

(1)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis— 

Diagnosis 

Sub- 

stantiated. 

Diagnosis 

Altered. 

Total. 

Diagnosis 

Sub- 

stantiated- 

Diagnosis 

Altered. 

Total. 

Total. 

(a)  Tuberculosis  of  Abdo- 
men 

24 

n 

35 

10 

3 

13 

48 

( b ) Tuberculosis  of  Bones 
and  Joints — 

(1)  Spine 

8 

4 

12  V 

68 

7 

75 

87 

(2)  Dactylitis 

13 

— 

13 

14 

— 

14 

27 

(3)  Other  Bones 

7 

5 

12 

10 

3 

13 

25 

(4)  Hip  Joints  ... 

21 

12 

33 

58 

22 

80 

113 

(5)  Knee  Joints  ... 

28 

5 

33 

26 

1 

27 

60 

(6)  Ankle  and  Tarsus  ... 

10 

3 

13 

14 

1 

15 

28 

(7)  Sacro-iliac  Joint 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

8 

10 

(8)  Shoulder  Joint 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

(9)  Elbow  J oint 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

4 

5 

(10)  Wrist  and  Carpus  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

(11)  Multiple  Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

8 

6 

1 

7 

15 

(c)  Tuberculosis  of  Glands 

14 

3 

17 

2 

— 

2 

19 

(d)  Other  Forms  ... 

6 

— 

6 

— 

1 

1 

7 

(2)  Pulmonary  Conditions — 

(a)  Tuberculous 

174 

— 

174 

1 

— 

1 

175 

(i b ) Non-Tuberculous 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

(3)  Orthopaedic  Conditions — - 

(a)  Congenital 

14 

— 

14 

5 

— 

5 

19 

(b)  Rickets  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

(c)  Infantile  Paralysis 

. 22 

— 

22 

16 

— 

16 

38 

(d)  Other  Conditions 

13 

— 

13 

2 

— 

2 

15 

Total  ... 

373 

46 

419 

247 

40 

287 

706 

Owing  to  the  limitation  of  the  scope  of  this  report,  the  details  are 
incorporated  in  the  above  two  main  tables.  The  individual  groups  will 
onlv  be  touched  on  briefly  here  and  there,  more  detailed  discussion  will 
be  left  till  a later  date. 
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(1)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Abdominal  tuberculosis. — During  1939  the  hospital  dealt  with  48 
cases  admitted  with  abdominal  lesions.  Of  these,  13  were  transferred 
to  Millport,  and  of  the  remainder,  1 1 showed  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis, 
being  either  cases  of  malnutrition  or  coeliac  disease.  This  leaves  a total 
of  24  cases  of  abdominal  tuberculosis  who  were  dismissed  to  their  homes 
or  died  in  hospital.  Four  cases  were  dismissed  irregularly  at  the  parents’ 
request,  while  three  died,  two  of  advanced  caseating  abdominal  tuber- 
culosis with  fistulae,  and  one  with  tuberculous  peritonitis  complicated 
by  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  One  patient,  in  the  non-tuberculous  group, 
died  of  coeliac  disease.  The  remaining  patients  were  dismissed  with 
healed  or  quiescent  disease  after  an  average  residence  of  226  days. 

( b ) Bone  and  joint  tuberculosis. — (1)  Tuberculosis  of  spine. — Of  a 
total  of  87  patients  in  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  spinal  disease,  ten 
completed  the  course  of  treatment  and  were  dismissed  healed.  Two 
died  in  hospital,  and  75  were  transferred  to  Millport  in  various  stages  of 
healing.  The  disease  was  tubercular  in  76  cases,  while  in  11  cases 
other  conditions  were  diagnosed. 

The  most  common  age  of  onset  was  two  years,  and  43  (56  per  cent.) 
of  the  cases  originated  during  the  first  five  years  of  life.  The  disease 
was  of  recent  origin  in  37  cases,  had  been  present  for  over  six  months  in 
ten  cases,  and  was  old-standing  (1- — 12  years)  in  29  cases  ; two  cases  died. 
The  average  duration  of  residence  for  all  cases  was  667  days. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  of  other  bones. — In  this  group  25  patients  were 
admitted  with  a diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  of  the  long  bones,  and  27 
patients  with  tuberculous  dactylitis.  Of  the  25  bone  cases,  12  were 
dismissed  or  died  in  hospital,  while  13  were  transferred  to  Millport. 
Among  the  former  group,  seven  were  found  to  have  bone  tuberculosis, 
and  four  other  conditions.  After  treatment,  six  cases  of  bone  tuber- 
culosis were  dismissed  healed,  while  one  died  of  tuberculous  meningitis. 
The  average  duration  of  residence  for  all  cases  was  268  days.  Of  the 
27  cases  of  tuberculous  dactylitis,  12  were  dismissed,  one  died  in  hospital 
with  multiple  tuberculous  lesions,  and  the  remaining  14  were  transferred 
to  Millport.  The  average  duration  of  residence  for  all  cases  was  372 
days. 

(3)  Tuberculosis  of  hip  joint. — During  the  year  33  patients  admitted 
with  a diagnosis  of  hip.  joint  disease  were  dismissed  or  died  in  hospital, 
while  80  similar  cases  were  evacuated  to  Millport  at  various  stages  of 
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healing.  Of  the  33  cases,  21  were  found  to  have  tuberculosis  of  the  hip 
joint  and  12  other  conditions.  Among  the  21  tuberculous  cases,  13 
had  very  active  disease,  three  were  subacute,  while  in  five  admission  was 
sought  for  the  correction  of  deformity  in  old  healed  lesions.  Death 
occurred  in  four  cases,  of  which  two  had  multiple  active  lesions,  one 
developed  tuberculous  meningitis,  and  one  amyloid  disease.  One 
patient  in  the  non-tuberculous  group  died  from  encephalitis  periaxialis 
diffusa.  One  patient  was  irregularly  dismissed,  and  the  remaining  16 
left  hospital  with  the  disease  healed  or  quiescent,  after  an  average  resi- 
dence of  525  days.  With  regard  to  the  80  cases  evacuated  to  Millport, 
58  had  tuberculous  hip  lesions,  and  22  other  conditions. 

(4)  Tuberculosis  of  the  knee  joint. — Of  60  patients  in  hospital  with 
disease  of  the  knee,  33  were  dismissed  or  died,  while  27  were  transferred 
to  Millport.  Of  the  dismissed  cases,  28  had  tuberculosis  of  the  knee 
joint,  and  five  other  conditions.  On  dismissal,  19  were  healed  and  eight 
greatly  improved.  One  girl  with  very  active  disease  associated  with 
broncho-pneumonic  tuberculosis,  died  after  66  days  in  hospital.  The 
average  duration  of  residence  for  all  cases  was  525  days. 

(5)  Tuberculosis  of  ankle  and  tarsus. — Of  13  patients  with  disease  of 
the  ankle  dismissed  during  the  year,  ten  were  tuberculous,  while  three 
had  other  conditions.  Of  15  cases  transferred  to  Millport,  all  were 
tuberculous  except  one  suffering  from  Kohler’s  disease  of  the  tarsal 
scaphoid.  The  average  duration  of  residence  for  all  patients  was  486 
days. 

(6)  Tuberculosis  of  other  joints. — -There  were  21  patients  with  lesions 
of  other  joints,  of  which  five  were  dismissed  and  16  evacuated  to  Millport. 

(c)  Tuberculosis  of  glands. — During  the  year  19  patients  admitted 
with  enlarged  glands  received  treatment.  Of  the  total,  16  were  suffering 
from  tuberculous  lymphangitis,  and  three  from  other  conditions.  Of 
the  16  tuberculous  cases,  12  were  healed  on  dismissal.  The  remaining 
two  cases  were  transferred  to  Millport.  One  patient  in  the  non- 
tuberculous  group  died  from  lymphadenoma.  The  average  duration  of 
residence  for  all  cases  was  238  days. 

(d)  Other  forms  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. — There  were  15  cases 
admitted  with  multiple  lesions,  of  these  12  were  found  to  be  tuberculous 
(some  of  these  were  minor  lesions).  Of  the  15  cases,  seven  were  trans- 
ferred to  Millport,  and  eight  dismissed  with  the  disease  quiescent  or 
healed,  after  an  average  residence  of  825  days. 
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There  was  one  case  admitted  with  tuberculous  pyonephrosis.  Nephre- 
otomy  was  performed,  but  symptoms  persisted,  and  he  finally  died  of 
tuberculous  meningitis  after  734  days. 


! 


(2)  Pulmonary  Conditions. 

During  the  year,  182  cases  were  admitted  with  a diagnosis  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis.  Of  these,  175  were  found  to  be  tuberculous,  seven 
non-tuberculous.  In  the  tuberculous  group,  120  showed  improved 
general  condition  on  dismissal,  18  patients  were  irregularly  dismissed, 
and  37  died.  Of  all  the  120  cases  improved  on  dismissal  the  local  con- 
ditions were  active  in  four  cases,  slight  activity  in  12  others,  while  the 
remaining  104  showed  no  sign  of  active  disease.  Previous  sanatorium 
treatment  had  been  received  by  31  cases,  of  whom  six  were  re-admissions 
to  this  hospital.  The  average  duration  of  residence  of  all  cases  was 
269  days. 


(a)  Tuberculous. — (1)  Pleurisy. — -There  were  six  children  dismissed 
who  were  admitted  with  tuberculous  pleurisy  alone.  One  case  was 
irregularly  dismissed,  the  remainder  were  dismissed  with  no  evidence  of 
active  disease. 

(2)  Hilum  adenitis.- — Of  the  22  cases  admitted  with  hilum  adenitis 
who  were  dismissed  during  the  year,  two  were  irregularly  dismissed  with 
the  disease  still  active,  and  one  was  transferred  to  Millport.  The 
remainder  were  dismissed  with  no  evidence  of  active  disease. 

(3)  Intra-pulmonary  disease. — There  were  147  cases  admitted  with 
intra-pulmonary  tuberculosis  dismissed  or  died  during  the  year. 


(a)  Miliary  tuberculosis  occurred  in  one  case  which  terminated 
fatally  in  21  days  from  tuberculous  meningitis. 

(b)  Broncho-pneumonia  tuberculosis  was  present  in  six  children  ; 
all  cases  terminated  fatally. 


(c)  Bi-lateral  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  present  in  80  cases  (45 
adults  and  35  children).  Forty-two  cases  were  dismissed  with  inactive 
disease  or  improved,  27  died,  and  11  were  irregularly  dismissed. 

(d)  Unilateral  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  present  in  25  cases  (four 
adults  and  21  children),  21  were  dismissed  with  inactive  disease,  three 
died,  and  one  was  irregularly  dismissed. 
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(e)  Hilum  adenitis  with  perihilar  involvement  was  present  in  35 
cases  (one  adult  and  34  children),  31  were  dismissed  with  no  evidence  of 
disease,  and  four  were  irregularly  dismissed. 

( b ) N on-tuberculous. — Seven  cases  on  non-tuberculous  disease  of  the 
lungs  were  dealt  with.  The  conditions  were  bronchitis  four,  post  pneu- 
monic fibrosis  two,  and  broncho-pneumonia  with  empyema  one.  All 
the  cases  were  dismissed  in  an  improved  state  except  the  broncho- 
pneumonic,  which  terminated  fatally. 

(3)  Orthopaedic  Conditions. 

During  the  year  51  orthopaedic  cases  were  dismissed  and  23  trans- 
ferred to  Millport.  . Of  these  74  cases,  19  were  congenital  deformities, 
38  infantile  paralysis,  six  spastic  paralysis,  two  rickets,  and  other  con- 
ditions nine. 

The  other  services  of  the  hospital  were  carried  on  as  in  previous  vears 
and  call  for  no  special  comment. 


102 


PART  III 


OUTDOOR  MEDICAL  SERVICES  AND  GENERAL  HOSPITALS. 


The  Outdoor  Medical  Service  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  poor 
continued  in  1939  without  any  major  change.  One  of  the  new  clinics, 
i.e.,  Killearn  Street,  Possilpark,  was  opened  in  March,  and  an  area  of  the 
City  in  Ruchill  Ward  was  taken  over  into  the  whole-time  service.  The 
completion  of  other  clinics  was  delayed  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war 
and  the  consequent  restriction  on  borrowing  powers.  It  has  since  been 
arranged,  however,  that  the  clinics  at  Sandy  Road,  Avenuepark  Street, 
and  Crail  Street  will  be  completed  and  used  as  first-aid  posts  in  addition 
to  their  normal  functions. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  Outdoor  Medical 
Officers  compared  with  the  previous  year  : — 


The  total  number  of  units  of  service  rendered  was  459,487,  of  which 
420,363  were  by  the  whole-time  staff.  One  consultation  at  a clinic= 
1 unit.  One  domiciliary  visit=2|  units.  One  session  at  Public 
Assistance  Department=2^  units. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  30  whole-time  and  nine  part-time 
Medical  Officers  in  the  service.  One  of  them  was  selected  as  A.R.P. 
Medical  Officer  and  seconded  for  that  purpose.  From  the  beginning  of 
September,  as  a consequence  of  the  outbreak  of  war,  there  was  a fall  in 
the  amount  of  work  due,  in  a large  measure,  to  the  evacuation  of  children 
from  the  City,  but  also  to  increase  in  employment  and  diminution  in 
the  number  of  night  visits  because  of  the  light  restrictions.  Consult- 
ations dropped  rather  more  than  visits.  Further,  the  expected  outbreak 
of  measles  which  was  due  in  the  winter  was  delayed  until  the  Spring  of 
1940.  During  previous  years  it  had  been  necessary  to  exercise  strict 
control  over  admissions  to  the  hospitals.  The  demand  on  hospital 
accommodation  had  been  increasing  year  by  year,  and  careful  selection 
of  the  cases  had  to  be  made  to  enable  the  hospitals  to  function  as  curative 


1938  ... 

1939  ... 


Visits. 

74,944 

70,019 


Consultations. 

300,048 

282,276 
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institutions  and  to  prevent  them  from  becoming  entirely  devoted  to  the 
care  of  chronic  invalids,  aged  persons,  &c.,  to  the  exclusion  of  more 
acute  cases.  The  staff  of  the  Outdoor  Medical  Service  review  every  case 
recommended  for  hospital  from  the  point  of  view  of  urgency  or  alter- 
native disposal.  After  the  outbreak  of  war,  this  duty  became  more 
onerous  because  of  the  reservation  of  large  numbers  of  beds  for  casualties. 
Medical  practitioners  generally  were  helpful  in  keeping  non-urgent  cases 
under  home  treatment  which  formerly  they  would  have  sent  to  hospital. 

All  the  Outdoor  Medical  Officers  were  appointed  to  first-aid  posts 
in  the  “ B ” list  under  the  A.R.P.  Scheme.  These  “ B ” posts  are 
almost  all  situated  in  Corporation  clinics.  The  Medical  Officers  take  a 
considerable  part  in  the  lecturing  and  teaching  which  has  to  be  done. 
The  nursing  staff  also  were  allotted  to  first-aid  posts. 

Emergency  Hospitals  Scheme. — The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 
under  their  Emergency  Hospitals  Scheme  which  had  been  drawn  up 
during  1938-1939,  included  seven  Corporation  institutions  as  first  line 
casualty  receiving  hospitals,  as  well  as  Hawkhead,  Woodilee,  and  Stoney- 
etts  Mental  Institutions  because  of  their  part  in  receiving  patients  dis- 
placed from  other  mental  hospitals.  The  seven  emergency  hospitals 
are  Stobhill  Hospital,  Southern  General  Hospital,  Knightswood  Fever 
Hospital,  Robroyston  Hospital,  Mearnskirk  Hospital,  Gartloch  Mental 
Hospital,  and  Lennox  Castle  Institution.  Besides  these  Corporation 
hospitals,  all  the  voluntary  hospitals  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  smaller  specialised  institutions,  were  included  in  the  scheme. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war,  instructions  were  received  to  evacuate  a 
certain  proportion  of  cases  from  the  general  hospitals,  i.e.,  Stobhill  and 
Southern  General.  These  patients  were  discharged  to  their,  own  homes 
where  that  was  possible,  or  transferred  to  other  institutions.  Those 
discharged  to  their  own  homes  were  mainly  chronic  cases  where  hospital 
treatment  would  not  have  produced  much,  if  any,  improvement.  Other 
cases  were  sent  home  earlier  than  would  normally  have  been  the  case. 
Those  patients  who  were  transferred  were  sent  to  institutions  such  as 
Barnhill,  Crookston  Home,  and  certain  institutions  in  the  County  of 
Lanark. 

This  evacuation  of  patients  was  carried  out  in  the  expectation  of 
immediate  and  extensive  raiding  by  the  enemy.  This  did  not  happen, 
however,  and  gradually  more  patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospitals. 
In  addition  to  the  transfers,  beds  were  kept  empty  by  restricting 
admissions.  The  Department  of  Health  also  issued  large  numbers  of 
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folding  bedsteads  with  bedding,  so  that  if  need  be,  the  hospitals  could  be 
crowded  up.  Large  stocks  of  hospital  equipment,  including  drugs  and 
dressings,  were  also  issued,  to  be  held  in  reserve.  It  was  expected  that 
these  supplies  would,  wherever  possible,  be  turned  over  along  with  the 
ordinary  hospital  stocks. 

The  patients  from  Knightswood  Fever  Hospital  were  evacuated  to 
Ruchill  and  Belvidere,  but  gradually  more  infectious  cases  were  admitted 
to  Knightswood.  Gartloch  Hospital  was  completely  emptied  of  patients 
and  taken  over  entirely  as  an  emergency  hospital.  In  Lennox  Castle 
Institution,  the  male  side  was  taken  over  as  a casualty  hospital.  Mearns- 
kirk  Hospital  was  largely  emptied  of  patients,  200  being  transferred  to 
Millport.  Robroyston  Hospital  was  also  partially  evacuated  and  beds 
reserved  there.  In  the  following  institutions  huts  were  erected  by  the 
Office  of  Works,  the  Government  obtaining  a lease  of  ground  within 
the  hospital  for  this  purpose  : — • 

Robroyston  Hospital  ...  12  Ward  Huts  plus  Huts  for  Staff  = 504  Beds. 

Mearnskirk  Hospital  ...  15  Ward  Huts  plus  Huts  for  Staff=630  Beds. 

Gartloch  Hospital  ...  11  Ward  Huts  plus  Huts  for  Staff =462  Beds. 

Lennox  Castle  Institution  12  Ward  Huts  plus  Huts  for  Staff=480  Beds. 

The  total  reserve  of  beds  for  the  reception  of  casualties  thus  aimed  at,. 
i.e.,  from  existing  empty  beds,  by  evacuation  of  patients,  by  transfer  of 
patients,  by  providing  extra  beds  and  crowding  of  wards,  together  with 
additional  provision  in  hutted  annexes  in  the  seven  Corporation  hospitals, 
was  in  the  region  of  9,000. 

The  evacuation  took  place  mainly  between  27th  August  and  2nd 
September.  The  following  table  shows  the  effect  of  this  evacuation  on 
the  general  hospitals  : — 


Stobhill. 

Eastern 

District. 

Western 

District. 

Southern 

General. 

Average  Daily  No.  in  Residence 
in  1939 

1,370 

286 

226 

771 

Highest  No.  in  Residence  in 
1939  

1,775 

342 

289 

1,006 

Lowest  No.  in  Residence 
(September,  1939)  ... 

600 

144 

122 

241 

Resident  on  31st  December, 
1939  

1,099 

289 

200 

568 

These  low  figures  were  mainly  obtained  by  the  restriction  in  admissions 
and  by  the  fact  that  the  term  of  stay  in  hospital  was  made  as  short  as 
possible.  The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  general  hospitals 
was  25,706,  as  compared  with  28,192  the  previous  year,  a decrease  of 
only  2,486. 
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Air  Raid  Precautions  in  Hospitals. 

Protection  of  hospitals. — The  complete  protection  of  patients  and  staff 
in  hospitals  was  regarded  as  an  impossibility,  and  after  negotiations  with 
the  technical  staff  of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  a general 
scheme  of  protection  was  agreed  upon  for  the  hospitals  under  the 
Emergency  Scheme.  Protection  was  to  be  provided  for  staff  and  patients 
mainly  in  the  form  of  surface  shelters  roughly  in  the  proportion  of  half 
of  the  staff  and  about  one-third  of  the  patients.  Lateral  protection  was 
also  provided  at  first  in  the  form  of  sandbag  barriers  at  the  windows  of 
ground  floor  wards.  These  barriers  are  now  being  replaced  by  brick 
baffles.  Special  protective  arrangements  were  made  for  telephone 
switch  rooms,  for  operating  theatres,  X-ray  departments,  and  other 
important  points. 

Stobhill,  Eastern,  and  Western  District  Hospitals. — The  normal  bed 
accommodation  in  Stobhill  is  1,867,  the  same  as  last  year.  About  300 
beds  there,  however,  have  been  reserved  for  the  use  of  military  sick,  and 
the  Army  has  appointed  a military  registrar  and  other  R.A.M.C.  personnel 
to  assist  in  the  administration  of  this  accommodation. 

Staff  .—Medical. — Recruitment  of  medical  staff  for  the  services  was 
never  a pressing  problem  throughout  the  year.  This,  however,  may  be 
different  during  1940. 

Training  of  nursing  auxiliaries. — The  scheme  for  training  of  nursing 
auxiliaries  as  framed  by  the  Department  of  Health  was  commenced  in 
May.  All  hospitals  were  expected  to  co-operate.  Volunteers  were 
enlisted  and  were  given  a course  of  12  lectures  in  nursing,  and  48  hours’ 
practical  work  in  a hospital.  In  addition,  each  volunteer  had  to  take 
courses  in  first-aid,  anti-gas  measures,  and  A.R.P.  The  recruits  thus 
trained  were  then  allocated  to  various  hospitals  to  be  called  up  as 
necessity  required.  The  Corporation  hospitals  took  part  in  this  training. 

Out-patient  Departments. — Out-patient  work  in  connection  with 
Stobhill  was  carried  out  principally  at  the  Western  District  and  Eastern 
District  Hospitals.  Patients  were  also  seen  by  arrangement  with  the 
visiting  staff  at  Stobhill  Hospital,  and  a considerable  amount  of  out- 
patient work  was  done  in  the  massage,  X-ray,  and  other  special  depart- 
ments. 
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Dental  treatment. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients 
and  attendances  at  the  dental  departments  of  the  three  hospitals  : — 


Stobhill  Hospital  ... 
Eastern  District  Hospital 
Western  District  Hospital 


Patients.  Attendances. 

1,915  7,065 

986  2,296 

1 ,09S  3,238 


Laboratories.- — The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  the  bacterio- 


logical laboratory  : — 

Autopsies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 

Histological  Reports  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  650 

Biological  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Bacteriological  and  Serological  Reports  ...  ...  ...  8,905 

Wassermann  Reactions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,160 

Kahn  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,503 

Colloidal  Gold  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Biochemical  Reports  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,873 


Refereeing  of  Cases. — The  board  system  of  refereeing  cases  was  con- 
tinued. These  cases  are  referred  by  the  District  Medical  Officers.  They 
mostly  consist  of  difficult  cases  where  there  has  been  doubt  as  to  the 
patient’s  capacity  for  work.  In  such  cases  there  may  be  a difference  of 
opinion  between  the  District  Medical  Officer  and  the  patient’s  own  panel 
doctor.  The  total  number  of  cases  refereed  throughout  the  year  was 
1,377,  an  average  of  26  per  week. 

Electro-Medical  Departments. — The  following  table  shows  the  work  of 


the  electro-medical  departments  : — 

Stobhill. 

Eastern 

District. 

Western 

District. 

No.  of  Radiographic  Films  taken  ... 

11,078 

385 

2,587 

No.  of  Barium  Meals 

953 

— 

— 

No.  of  Deep  Therapy  Treatments  ... 

2,908 

— 

— 

No.  of  Cases  treated  by  Radium  ... 

57 

— 

3 

No.  of  Sunlight  Treatments  given  ... 

764 

383 

1,098 

No.  of  Cases  treated  by  Massage  ... 

1,451 

207 

170 

No.  of  Massage  Treatments  given  ... 

14,931 

3,198 

4,523 

No.  of  Cases  treated  by  Electricity 

416 

125 

140 

No.  of  Electrical  Treatments  given 

4,808 

1,926 

3,241 
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SOUTHERN  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  accommodation  remained  the  same  as  for  1938.  Owing  to  the 
extensive  reconstructional  work  which  is  being  carried  out  in  the  Central 
Block,  200  beds  are  still  out  of  commission. 

Admissions  and  discharges  were  curtailed  by  the  evacuation  of  the 
hospital  which  took  place  at  the  end  of  August.  In  normal  circum- 
stances an  increase  in  the  work  of  the  hospital  would  have  taken  place. 
There  was,  however,  an  increase  in  the  admissions  to  the  Maternity 
Department,  the  deliveries  being  1,246  compared  with  1,075  in  the 
previous  year.  Also,  during  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  year,  the 
admissions  and  operations  in  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department 
showed  an  increase. 


Out-Patients . — In  the  various  out-patient  clinics  there  was  an  increase 
of  4,772  attendances  compared  with  last  year.  The  following  table 
shows  the  extent  of  the  out-patient  work  : — 

Report  of  Patients  and  Attendances  at  Out-Patient  Department 


for  Year  Ended 

31st  December,  1939. 

Persons 

Total 

Attended. 

Attendances. 

Medical  and  Surgical 

677 

3,937 

Nervous  Diseases  ...  ... 

...  106 

559 

Skin  Diseases 

209 

1,529 

Diabetes 

31 

453 

Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat 

113 

468 

Ante-Natal  ... 

218 

782 

Post-Natal  ... 

271 

872 

Diseases  of  Women  ... 

86 

287 

Dental 

783 

3,445 

2,494 

12,332 

Staff. — The  resident  staff  was  increased  by  the  appointment  of  one 
Medical  Registrar,  one  Obstetrical  Registrar,  and  one  Anaesthetist. 
The  resident  medical  staff  now  totals  17.  The  visiting  staff  was  further 
strengthened  by  the  addition  of  one  Assistant  Visiting  Obstetrician,  one 
Assistant  Aurist,  one  Assistant  Radiologist,  and  one  Visiting  Anaes- 
thetist. Clinical  classes  for  students  were  conducted  by  the  Visiting 
Surgeon. 
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Surgical  Department.— Operations  under  general  or  spinal  anaes- 
thesia totalled  2,046,  compared  with  1,716  in  the  previous  year. 

Pathology  and  Bacteriology. — Laboratory  work  for  the  Southern 
General  Hospital  is  carried  out  at  Stobhill,  but  there  is  a growing  need 
for  complete  laboratory  facilities  in  the  hospital. 


X-Ray  Department. — The  new  X-Ray  Department  was  opened  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  Provision  is  made  for  all  diagnostic  require- 
ments and  also  for  both  deep  and  superficial  X-ray  therapy.  The 
following  table  shows  the  amount  of  diagnostic  work  carried  out  in  the 
department  : — 

Statistics — X-Ray  Department. 

For  Period  February — December,  1939. 

Barium  Meals — 

In-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Out-Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


Screen  Examinations — 
In-Patients  ... 
Out-Patients 

Number  of  X-Ray  Films — 
In-Patients  ... 
Out-Patients 


266 

29 


...  5,338 

...  811 


The  extensive  reconstruction  work  was  continued  during  the  year, 
but  following  the  outbreak  of  war  further  progress  was  held  up  pending 
decisions  by  the  Government  on  the  subject  of  capital  expenditure.  It 
has  since  been  decided  to  complete  the  reconstruction  of  the  Central 
Medical  Block.  The  following  have  been  completed  : — Electro-Medical 
X-Ray  Department,  renewal  of  electric  cables,  fire  alarm  and  lighting 
system,  eye  testing  room,  stores  for  laundry  and  dispensary,  labour  room 
for  septic  cases,  a small  clinical  laboratory,  lifts  for  Wards  11,  12,  13, 
overhaul  of  Ward  4,  a spinal  bath  in  the  mental  observation  ward, 
improvements  in  the  grounds. 
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OBSTETRICAL  WORK  IN  THE  GENERAL  HOSPITALS. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  in  the  Obstetrical 
Departments  of  the  four  General  Hospitals  : — - 

General  Hospitals — Obstetrical  Sections. 

Dismissals  during  1939. 


Cases  Delivered  in  Hospital — ■ 

Stobhill 

Hospital. 

Eastern 

District 

Hospital. 

Western. 

District 

Hospital. 

Southern 

General 

Hospital. 

Total. 

Dismissed  well 

1,186 

601 

990 

1,231 

4,008 

Died  in  Hospital  ... 

18 

1 

4 

9 

32 

Transferred 

23 

6 

6 

6 

41 

Total  dismissals  of  cases 
delivered  in  Hospital 

1,227 

608 

1,000 

1,246 

4,081 

Method  of  Admission  of  above  Cases — 

Admitted  during  ante-natal 
period  for  treatment  and 
delivered  in  Hospital 

147 

28 

68 

147 

390 

Admitted  to  Labour  Ward 

922 

578 

932 

1,093 

3,525 

Admitted  to  Labour  Ward 
(via  Glasgow  Royal 
Maternity  Hospital) 

158 

2 



6 

166 

Total  ... 

1,227 

608 

1,000 

1,246 

4,081 

Cases  admitted  during  ante- 
natal period — Dismissed  un- 
delivered 

273 

92 

97 

369 

831 

Cases  admitted  after  delivery 

55 

2 

2 

44 

103 

Abortions  and  Miscarriages  ... 

491 

66 

51 

364 

972 

Infants  dismissed  alive 

1,112 

572 

959 

1,189 

3,832 

,,  still-born 

67 

20 

30 

43 

160 

,,  neo-natal  deaths 

66 

21 

28 

47 

162 

Total  ...  '... 

1,245 

613 

1,017 

1,279 

4,154 

The  total  number  of  cases  delivered  in  hospital  was  4,081,  compared 
with  3,990  in  1938.  The  increase  took  place  in  the  Southern  General 
and  Eastern  District  Hospitals,  while  in  Stobhill  and  the  Western 
District  Hospitals  there  was  a slight  fall  in  the  numbers.  Otherwise 
there  is  practically  no  change  to  be  noted  in  the  table  as  compared  with 
that  published  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report. 
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The  incidence  of  puerperal  morbidity  and  mortality  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia. 

Cases  per  Deaths  per  Case 

No.  of  Cases.  1,000  Births.  No.  of  Deaths.  1,000  Births.  Mor- 


Hospital. 

Fever. 

Pyrexia.  Fever. 

Pyrexia. 

Fever. 

Non- 

Septic. 

Fever. 

Non-  tality 
Septic.  Fever. 

Stobhill  ... 

18 

27 

14-5 

21-8 

3 

21 

2-4 

16-8 

16-7 

Eastern  District 

17 

8 

27-5 

12-9 

3 

1 

4-8 

1-6 

176 

Western  District 

3 

4 

2-9 

3-9 

— 

6 

— 

5-9 

— 

Southern  District 

8 

24 

6-2 

18-7 

1 

11 

0-8 

8-7 

12-5 

Total 

46 

63 

111 

151 

7 

39 

1-7 

9-3 

15-2 

Note. — Number  of  deaths  associated  with  General  Hospitals  equals  48. 

1 septic  abortion  in  Southern  General  Hospital  included  in  above  table  died 
in  Robroyston  Hospital. 

3 fever  cases  in  Eastern  District  Hospital  included  in  above  table  died  in 
Robroyston  Hospital. 

1 septic  abortion  death  in  Stobhill  Hospital  excluded  as  the  patient  was 
septic  prior  to  admission. 

1 non-septic  death  in  Stobhill  Hospital  is  excluded  because  the  patient 
was  delivered  outside  of  hospital. 

There  were  48  deaths  associated  with  the  Obstetrical  Departments, 
exactly  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  per 
1,000  births  was  11.0  compared  with  10.3  last  year,  and  puerperal  fever 
deaths  showed  a rate  of  1.7  per  1,000  births  as  against  1.2. 

Note. — Owing  to  the  restriction  in  capital  expenditure  imposed  by 
the  necessities  of  war  finance,  the  erection  of  the  proposed  new  temporary 
obstetrical  unit  in  the  Southern  General  has  been  postponed. 

DIABETES— SUPPLY  OF  INSULIN. 

The  following  statement  summarises  the  changes  during  1939  in  the 
roll  of  persons  in  receipt  of  Insulin  from  this  Department  : — 


Cases  on  the  Roll  at  31st  December,  1938 
New  applications  during  1939 

60 

248 

Old  cases  re-applying 

13 

73 

321 

Cases  dying  during  1939 

27 

Cases  discontinuing  treatment  during  1939 

47 

74 

On  Roll  at  31st  December,  1939 

247 

Ill 

The  largest  amount  of  Insulin  issued  is  still  of  the  “ ordinary 
strength  ” (100  units  per  c.c.),  but  Protamine  Zinc  Insulin  is  rapidly 
replacing  other  strengths  where  Insulin  of  greater  potency  is  required. 
This  change  is  reflected  in  the  increased  cost  for  1939,  which  was  £867, 
as  compared  with  £781  in  1938.  This  is  despite  reduction  in  the  actual 
amount  of  Insulin  issued  (17,547  phials  as  compared  with  21,053  in 
1938). 
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PART  IV. 


MENTAL  SERVICES. 

During  the  year  the  building  of  the  new  reception  hospital  at  Woodilee 
was  well  advanced.  At  Gartloch  a start  had  been  made  with  the  extension 
for  300  beds,  and  plans  had  been  passed  for  the  extension  of  Stoneyetts 
Hospital  by  150  beds.  The  Government  allowed  the  building  at  Woodilee 
to  be  proceeded  with,  the  others  being  postponed.  The  extended 
Nurses’  Home  at  Woodilee  was  completed  and  occupied.  Gartloch  was 
earmarked  as  a casualty  hospital  necessitating  considerable  alterations 
to  the  internal  structure  and  the  provision  of  hutted  annexes.  The 
Nurses’  Home,  which  was  nearing  completion,  has  since  been  finished 
and  occupied. 

On  29th  and  30th  August,  the  Gartloch  patients  were  transferred  to 
other  hospitals  as  follows  : — 312  to  Woodilee,  211  to  Hawkhead,  50  to 
Stoneyetts  Hospital,  199  to  Argyll  and  Bute  District  Asylum,  Loch- 
gilphead, and  80  to  Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Gartnavel. 

Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths. — The  number  of  certified  cases 
admitted  to  the  mental  hospitals  during  the  year  was  316.  This  figure 
is  less  than  the  number  admitted  during  the  previous  year  and  is  well 
below  the  average  of  341  for  the  previous  five  years.  Many  certifiable 
cases  had  to  be  retained  in  the  observation  wards  of  the  general  hospitals 
for  lack  of  accommodation  in  the  mental  hospitals.  This  is  likely  to 
continue  until  the  building  programme  already  sanctioned  can  be  com- 
pleted. For  the  same  reason  it  has  not  yet  been  found  possible  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  treatment  in  the  mental  hospitals  on  a voluntary  basis, 
which  was  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report. 

During  the  year  there  were  3,493  patients  under  care  in  the  four 
mental  hospitals,  a decrease  of  64  from  the  number  for  the  previous 
year.  The  number  remaining  under  treatment  in  the  Corporation  mental 
hospitals  on  31st  December,  1939,  was  2,885.  This  apparent  decrease 
is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  transferences  above  described. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  recovered  was  94,  the  greatest 
number  from  Hawkhead  which  received  49  per  cent,  of  the  new  admissions. 


113 


In  the  four  mental  hospitals  160  patients  died  during  the  year.  This 
number  shows  a decrease  of  31  from  the  previous  year  and  is  only  two 
more  than  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded.  The  low  death  rate  was  due 
to  the  absence  of  any  epidemics  and  the  open  weather  prevailing  through- 
out the  year  as  much  as  to  the  care  that  patients  receive  in  mental 
hospitals  under  modern  conditions. 

Of  the  patients  discharged  recovered,  the  great  majority  were  dis- 
charged within  two  years  of  admission.  Thus,  60  per  cent,  were  dis- 
charged within  one  year,  22  per  cent,  within  two  years,  13  per  cent, 
after  two  and  within  five  years,  and  four  per  cent,  after  five  years’ 
residence.  Two  male  and  two  female  patients  were  discharged  recovered 
after  continuous  residence  for  more  than  live  years. 

Approximately  50  per  cent,  of  the  patients  who  died  were  over  60 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  death.  The  commonest  causes  of  death 
were  myocardial  degeneration,  broncho-pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  and 
senile  degeneration. 

The  causative  factors  in  the  production  of  mental  disorders  are 
difficult  to  determine  with  certainty.  Constitutional  and  environ- 
mental factors  both  play  an  important  part.  Mental  stress,  hereditary 
constitutional  defect  and  previous  attacks  are  amongst  the  most  commonly 
assigned  causes.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  alcohol  as  a causative  factor  has 
been  assigned  in  a fairly  large  number  of  cases,  but  whether  the  alcohol 
was  directly  causative  or  merely  symptomatic  of  the  disorder  is  difficult 
to  determine  with  accuracy.  There  is  no  evidence  so  far  to  indicate  any 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  insanity  as  a result  of  war  conditions. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  in  Mental  Hospitals. — At  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  comply  with  the  lighting 
restrictions  and  to  provide  protection  for  the  patients  and  staff  in  case 
of  bombing  of  the  hospitals  in  air  raids.  The  lighting  restrictions  in 
particular,  threw  an  additional  strain  on  the  nursing  staff  owing  to  the 
increased  difficulty  in  keeping  the  patients  under  close  observation  in 
diminished  light.  These  difficulties  have  been  largely  overcome  and  the 
arrangements  are  now^working  satisfactorily. 

Patients  in  other  Institutions. — The  number  of  patients  chargeable  to 
Glasgow  boarded  in  institutions  belonging  to  other  authorities  showed 
a steady  decrease  until  the  end  of  August,  when  the  transfer  of  279 
Gartloch  patients  to  Lochgilphead  and  Gartnavel  caused  a sudden  rise 
in  the  numbers  boarded-out.  Apart  from  the  Gartloch  patients,  43  new 
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cases  were  admitted  to  outside  institutions,  and  50  were  discharged 
during  the  year.  At  31st  December,  1939,  there  were  832  patients, 
including  the  Gartloch  patients,  boarded  in  institutions  belonging  to 
other  authorities. 

Admission  of  Lunatics  from  Prison. — There  were  76  patients  admitted 
to  the  Glasgow  asylums  at  the  instance  of  the  Procurator-Fiscal  under 
Section  15  of  the  Act  of  1862.  Although  this  number  is  less  than  the 
corresponding  number  for  the  previous  year,  the  total  number  of  “ Fiscal  ” 
cases  remaining  under  treatment  is  steadily  increasing.  As  certain 
restrictions  are  imposed  in  respect  of  the  control  of  these  patients,  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  treat  them  properly  alongside  other 
ordinary  patients  who  naturally  object  to  being  treated  along  with 
criminal  cases.  This  difficulty  has  been  still  further  aggravated  by  the 
transfer  of  the  patients  into  institutions  which  were  already  overcrowded. 

Licensed  Wards  in  Southern  General  Hospital. — These  wards  continue 
to  be  occupied  to  their  full  capacity  by  the  more  harmless  type  of  chronic 
patient.  No  change  has  occurred  in  the  accommodation  which  remains 
at  389  beds. 

Research. — In  collaboration  with  the  Director  of  the  West  of  Scot- 
land Neuro-Psychiatric  Research  Institute  research  in  connection  with 
the  causation  of  mental  disease  continues  to  be  prosecuted  in  all  the 
mental  institutions. 

Dental  Services. — During  the  year  the  details  of  dental  treatment 
were  as  follows  : — 3,216  patients  examined,  including  38  who  refused 
treatment  ; 5,687  extractions  ; 129  fillings  ; 4 root  treatments  ; 

12  dressings;  129  sealings;  226  dentures  supplied;  11  dentures  re- 
made ; and  147  dentures  repaired. 

Since  the  establishment  of  a full-time  dental  service  in  the  mental 
institutions  on  1st  April,  1937,  there  has  been  a great  improvement  in 
the  general  health  and  comfort  of  the  patients.  The  heavy  foetid  smell 
previously  well  marked  in  day  rooms  where  patients  were  congregated 
is  now  absent,  and  the  improvement  in  the  atmosphere  is  appreciated  by 
both  patients  and  staff. 

Certified  Institutions  for  Mental  Defectives.— The  number  of  certified 
defectives  in  Lennox  Castle  Certified  Institution  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  1 ,146,  an  increase  of  38  compared  with  the  previous  year  ; 88  patients 
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were  admitted,  22  were  discharged,  and  28  died  during  the  year.  Of  the 
admissions,  26  came  from  their  own  homes,  32  from  other  certified 
institutions,  and  23  from  the  municipal  general  hospitals.  Ten  patients 
were  discharged  to  the  care  of  friends  and  five  were  discharged  on  expiry 
of  certificate. 

When  the  Government  arranged  to  utilise  a part  of  the  institution  as 
a casualty  hospital,  the  male  division  was  evacuated  and  the  patients 
transferred  to  half  of  the  female  division  and  to  huts  erected  by  the 
Government.  One  of  the  male  workshops  has  been  converted  into  two 
operating  theatres  and  five  others  are  in  course  of  conversion  into  staff 
sleeping  quarters  for  the  Emergency  Hospital. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  number  of  Section  10  cases  is  still  rather 
high  for  the  supervision  which  is  available  in  this  type  of  institution. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  transfer  as  many  prison  cases  as  desirable 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommodation  in  the  state  institution. 

Caldwell  House  Certified  Institution  was  taxed  to  its  full  capacity 
throughout  the  year.  On  31st  December,  1939,  the  number  of  patients 
was  117 — an  increase  of  18  over  the  corresponding  figure  for  last  year  ; 
41  patients  were  admitted,  15  of  them  from  other  institutions  and  26 
from  their  own  homes.  Thirteen  patients  were  transferred  to  Lennox 
Castle  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  years.  Good  progress  continues  to  be 
made  with  the  training  of  the  children  in  simple  occupations  and  discipline. 
All  the  children  in  this  institution  are  of  the  uneducable  type  and  it 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  staff  that  many  of  these  patients  take  part  in 
part  songs  and  drill,  and  have  been  trained  to  engage  in  such  occupations 
as  rug-making,  basket-making,  and  the  like. 


Mental  Observation  Wards. — During  the  year  the  number  of  admissions 
to  the  mental  observation  wards  was  1 ,720,  and  the  total  number  of 
patients  treated  was  2,148.  These  figures  compare  with  1,718  and  2,140 
respectively,  the  numbers  for  the  previous  year.  At  the  outbreak  of 
war  the  wards  were  evacuated  as  far  as  possible,  in  anticipation  of  beds 
being  required  for  air  raid  casualties.  Two  wards  at  Stobhill  were  com- 
pletely emptied  at  that  time  and  remained  unoccupied  for  some  weeks 
but  had  to  be  re-opened  as  the  demand  for  accommodation  increased. 

Of  the  2,148  cases  treated  during  the  year,  1,253  (58  per  cent.)  were 
sufficiently  recovered  to  be  sent  to  their  homes  or,  where  they  had  no 
homes,  to  a public  assistance  institution  ; 307  patients  (13-8  per  cent.) 
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died,  the  majority  of  whom  were  old  people  or  those  admitted  in  states 
of  delirium  from  causes  other  than  mental  disease  ; 227  patients  (10-5 
per  cent.)  were  certified  and  transferred  to  mental  hospitals  for  further 
treatment. 

Good  results  continue  to  be  obtained  from  modern  methods  of  treat- 
ment, such  as  malarial  treatment  of  general  paralysis  and  the  use  of 
cardiazol  in  the  treatment  of  schizophrenia.  At  Southern  General 
Hospital  a special  bath  for  hydrotherapy  has  been  provided  in  the  male 
wards  and  certain  types  of  cases  have  benefited  greatly  by  this  treatment. 
The  services  of  the  Home  Visitor  at  this  hospital  have  been  more  fully 
utilised.  Her  experience  of  patients,  tactful  approach  to  their  relatives, 
and  general  co-operation  in  the  work  have  been  most  helpful. 

The  out-patient  department  at  this  hospital,  where  advice  and 
treatment  are  given  in  mental  and  nervous  disorders,  continues  increas- 
ingly to  supply  a much-needed  service  and  greater  use  is  being  made  of 
it  by  District  Medical  Officers  and  other  practitioners,  who  refer  cases 
for  advice  and  treatment. 

It  is  proposed  to  discontinue,  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  the  public- 
ation of  several  of  the  statistical  tables  relating  to  the  mental  hospitals, 
but  in  the  tables  which  follow  will  be  found  the  more  important  details 
of  the  admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths  for  the  year. 


Showing  Numbers  Admitted  to  Glasgow  Mental  Hospitals  and 
the  Channels  through  which  they  were  Admitted  during 
the  Year  1939. 


Gartloch 

Hawkhead 

Woodilee 

Stoneyetts 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Observation  Wards 

20 

17 

34 

48 

9 

36 

8 

16 

Home,  Police  Stations,  In- 

firmary,  etc.  ... 

2 

4 

9 

13 

3 

2 

• — 

— 

Transferred  from  other 
Asylums  or  Certified 

Institutions  ... 

— 

3 

115 

108 

149 

167 

30 

20 

H.M.  Prisons 

ii 

— 

34 

6 

21 

4 

— 

— 

Totals 

33 

24 

192 

175 

182 

209 

38 

36 
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' Forms  of  Mental  Disorder  in  Admissions,  Recoveries,  and  Deaths 


in  Mental  Hospitals 

Admissions. 

during  1939. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 

M. 

F.  Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Not  Insane  ...  — 1 

Inherent  Developmental  Defects — 
Mental  Deficiency — 

1 ‘ 

1 

1 

(a)  Idiocy 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Imbecility  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

(c)  Feeble-minded- 

ness 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

(d)  Moral  Imbecility 

5 

2 

7 

5 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1 

Epileptic  Insanity 

10 

8 

18 

2 

1 

3 

3 

13 

16 

Schizophrenia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Simple 

34 

16 

50 

6 

3 

9 

11 

1 

12 

(b)  Hebephrenic 

11 

16 

27 

2 

8 

10 

3 

1 

4 

(c)  Ratatonic  ... 

17 

5 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

(d)  Paranoid 

13 

3 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Paraphrenia 

7 . 

1 1 

18 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

5 

Paranoia  ... 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Psychoneu  rosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Neurasthenia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Psychasthenia 

— 

■ — - 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Hysteria 

Toxic  and  Confusional 

1 

Psychosis — 

1 

“ 

“ 

~ 

~ 

Manic  Depressive 

Psychosis  . . . 

26 

43 

69 

13 

10 

23 

5 

9 

14 

Acute  Delirium 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

Acute  Confusion  . . . 

7 

4 

11 

3 

5 

8 

i 

— 

' 1 

Stupor 

— 

Alcoholic  Insanity — 

(a)  Delirium  Tremens — — — — — — — — — 

(b)  Mania  a Potu  — — — — — — — — — 

(c)  Korsakoff’s 

Psychosis  ...  — — — - — ■ - — — — — — 

(d)  Chronic  Alcoholic 


Insanity 

18 

9 

27 

13 

2 

15 

3 

1 

4 

Cocaine,  Morphine,  and 

other  Drug  Insanities 

Involutional  Psychosis 
Acouired  Defects — 

7 

14 

21 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Pre-senile  Psychosis 

9 

7 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Senile  Dementia — 

(a)  Simple 

6 

11 

17 

— 

— 

— 

13 

19 

32 

(b)  With  Mania 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

(c)  With  DeDression 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(d)  With  Presbyo- 

phrenia 

3 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Paralytic 

Dementia  ... 

3 

5 

8 

— 

2 

2 

4 

3 

7 

Traumatic  Dementia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Organic  Dementia — 

(a)  Tumor 

— 

(b)  Gumma 

— 

(c)  Arterio-sclerosis 

1 

12 

13 

1 

— 

1 

10 

9 

19 

(d)  Meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

(e)  Encephalitis 

2 

4 

6 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

(f)  Other  Cerebral 

Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

(g)  Huntington’s 

Chorea 

Note. — These  figures  do  not  include  the  cases  transferred  to  Hawkhead  and 
Woodilee. 


